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Foundational Theme - The Glorification of the Church
Structural Theme - The Revelation of Jesus Christ
Imperative Theme - A Church that Overcomes and is Ready for Christ's Second Coming
His Church
(1) We'll hear him say, Oh, church devine,

I am your Lord and you are mine.

Because that you have stood the test,

You are the ones that I love best.

I died for you on Calvary's tree,

That you from sin could be set free.

What greater love could one empart

To helpless souls, to broken hearts.

(2) You cost me all that Earth could give.

I died for you that you might live.

I did it all because that you believed in me

And I in you.

And now My Church you are My bride.

I'll keep you ever by My side.

From you My church I'll never stray.

I'll love you through the endless day.

(3) And Song of Solomon , dear Church its worth it all

To trust His Word, obey His call.

You will never regret the choice you made

For you, dear Church, the price He paid.

Thares nothing more that one could do

No greatest love for Me and you.

I'm satisfied to wait on Him

And never shall my hope grow dim.

(4) Oh blessed Church you are His choice

And you will be through endless day.

Just listen to the Spirit's voice

Oh, blessed church look up and pray.

The end

"Oh, Holy Spirit, go with this song and bless whoever sings it as you did the one to which You first gave it. 

All my love." Mother Everett.

(Flossie Powell Everett 1910-1987)

INTRODUCTION TO APOCALYPTIC LITERATURE
The Jews returning from Babylonian exile were strongly monotheistic. Zoroastrianism, Babylon's religion, was also monotheistic, which did not conflict with Jews. However, the upcoming Greek culture seduced many Jews into idolatry, although a large class of Jews remained uninfluenced by the Hellenic culture. Some members of this faithful Jewish class began writing in apocalyptic style. Jewish apocalyptic literature was written between 200 B.C and A.D 200, which were times of persecutions and tribulations. These troubled times gave birth to this literature which emphasized a future deliverance from persecutions.

Apocalyptic literature uses "visions" as a literary device. Its purpose was not to cover up the message, but to make it increasingly vivid by "unveiling" it thru signs and symbols. Apocalyptic literature was further characterized by symbolic angels, a contrast between good and evil, predictions of terrors and the end of times. Numbers were also an important part of its literary device.

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF REVELATION
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

The Message of the Book of Revelation - The book of Revelation can be a frightening book to someone who does not know the Lord. Lester Sumerall said that someone who does not love the book of Revelations loves sin. 1]

1] Rod Parsley, Breakthrough (Columbus, Ohio: Rod Parsley Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program, 29 May 2001.

Hilton Sutton said that in all great literature, the final chapter of a book is the greatest chapter, where the plot culminates. 2] So has the book of Revelation been placed as the last book of the Holy Bible because it reveals the consummation of all things. It is the grand finale of all that has been taking place since the story of creation. It shows us a victorious King overcoming all enemies and it shows us a victorious Church reigning in victory. This is not a book of fear and defeat for God's people, but rather, a book that tells us about the most exciting time to come in the history of the Church.

2] Hilton Sutton, interviewed by Kenneth Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Fort Worth, Texas: Kenneth Copeland Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

The book of Revelation is a book well recognized for its end-time prophecies and its symbolic descriptions of these events. Very often when Old Testament prophecy speaks of the coming of the Messiah we find descriptions of Jesus Christ's first and second comings placed side by side with no distinction between these two events, although they are separated by two thousand years of Church history. It is as if the prophet sees down a tunnel and only sees one event. This is the reason that we find in the Gospels the Jews looking for a Messiah would immediately set up an earthly kingdom by throwing off the Roman rule over the Jewish people. They saw nothing in their Messianic prophecies that spoke of two returns. In contrast, the prophecies of the New Testament make this distinction very clear.

As we examine Isaiah 9:6-7 we clearly see references to Jesus' first coming to earth by being born of a woman, as well as a prophecy of His triumphant eternal reign on earth. We understand that the phrase "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given," clearly speaks of Jesus Christ's birth and earthly ministry up until His crucifixion. Hilton Sutton believes that the rest of the prophecy in Isaiah 9:6-7 speaks clearly of Jesus' second return at the end of the seven-year Tribulation period in which He sets up an earthly kingdom and reigns in Jerusalem. 3] This leads us to the question of why no reference is made to the two thousand years of Church history that takes place between these two Comings of the Lord Jesus Christ. The answer lies in the fact that Isaiah is prophesying primarily to the Jews and not to the Church. Although the Old Testament Scriptures are also for the Church to read and to understand, these prophecies were spoken to the Jewish people as the primary recipients and to the Church as secondary recipients. Thus, Isaiah 9:6-7 only addresses the role that Israel will play during Jesus' first and second coming. Since Israel does not play a vital role in Church history for a period of two thousand years, the prophet leaves out such events.

3] Hilton Sutton, Revelation: God's Grand Finale (Tulsa, Oklahoma, c 1984), 31.

Another example of this distinction in end-time prophecy can be found by comparing the books of Ezekiel and Daniel and Revelation. The book of Ezekiel was written to the people of Israel to help them persevere through their time of persecutions during the Babylonian Captivity. However, the book of Revelation was addressed to the Church, and not to the Jews, to help them persevere until the end. Therefore, Ezekiel speaks of three major events that relate to the nation of Israel leading up to the ushering in of the Millennial Reign of Christ Jesus, which are the restoration of Israel (36-37), the great battle with Russia and its allies (38-39) and the rebuilding of the Temple with its institution of worship (40-48). These are the three important events that will involve Israel during these last days leading up to and through the seven-year Tribulation Period. The book of Daniel tells of Christ's Second Coming from the perspective of the Gentile nations. The book of Revelation tells of the end-time events from the perspective of the Church. Ezekiel tells of these end-time events from the perspective of Israel.

In contrast, the book of Revelation speaks of many other events that take place during this time from the perspective of someone who is standing in Heaven. This is because the Church is raptured at this time and is watching these events while in Heaven. The book of Revelation opens with a message to the seven churches in Asia Minor by telling them to sanctify themselves. This is a message of preparation for the Rapture, which takes place figuratively in Revelation 4:1-2 with the catching up of John the apostle into Heaven. The rest of the events that unfold in this book are events that one would see if he was in Heaven after having been raptured. These events are not something that the Jewish people would see from their nation on earth while awaiting their Messiah, having rejected Jesus Christ as the Messiah. Since the nation of Israel does not participate in the Rapture, this event is not mentioned in Ezekiel. This explains why two different biblical writers tell the same story from two different perspectives to two different readers.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Revelation will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 4] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

4] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 5]

5] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Revelation will provide a discussion on its historical background, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the early Church tradition that the apostle John wrote the book of Revelation while in exile on the isle of Patmos in the mid-90's as a result of a divine vision given to him by the Lord Jesus Christ.

I. Historical Background
Regarding the book of Revelation , early Church tradition tells us that it was written by the apostle John during the later part of the first century. Within this book, we must keep in mind that John the apostle was looking two thousand years ahead to events that would take place in modern times. Jesus tells him in Revelation 1:19 that he was seeing historical events that would take place in the future. Since he did not have adequate words to describe many things that he saw, he used metaphors and similes throughout the book in an effort of comparing what he saw to his ancient language. 

II. Authorship and Canonicity
In establishing the authorship of the New Testament writings, one must also deal with the issue of canonicity, since apostolic authority was the primary condition for a book to be accepted into the biblical canon of the early Church. This section will evaluate three phases in the development of the canonicity of the book of Revelation: apostolic authority, church orthodoxy, and catholicity. The first phase of canonization is called apostolic authority and is characterized by the use of the writings of the apostles by the earliest Church father in the defense of the Christian faith (1st and 2nd centuries). The second phase of canonization is called church orthodoxy and is characterized by the collection of the apostolic writings into the distinctive groups of the Gospels, the Pauline epistles, and the Catholic epistles, and their distribution among the churches as the rules of the Christian faith (late 2nd century thru 3rd century). The third phase of canonization is characterized by the general acceptance and use of the books of the New Testament by the catholic church, seen most distinctly in the early Church councils (4th century).

A. Apostolic Authority- Scholars generally agree that the New Testament canon went through several phrases of development in Church history prior to its solidification in the fourth century. F. B. Westcott says the earliest phase is considered the apostolic age in which "the writings of the Apostles were regarded from the first as invested with singular authority, as the true expression, if not the original source, of Christian doctrine and Christian practice." He says the "elements of the Catholic faith" were established during this period in Church history. 6] At this time, the early Christian Greek apologists defended the catholic faith during the rise of the heresies of the second century using the writings that carried the weight of apostolic authority. The Church clung to the books that were either written by the apostles themselves, such as Matthew ,, John , Peter, and Paul, or directly sanctioned by them, such as Mark and Luke , the assistances of Peter and Paul respectively, and the epistles of James and Jude , the brothers of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus, scholars believe apostolic authority was the primary element in selecting the canonical books. This phase is best represented by evaluating the internal evidence of the authorship of these New Testament books and by the external witnesses of the early Church fathers who declare the book's apostolic authorship and doctrinal authority over the Church.

6] Brooke Foss Westcott, A General History of the Canon of the New Testament (London: Macmillan and Co, 1875), 21. The Muratorian Canon (c. A.D 200) alludes to the criteria of apostolic authority for the New Testament writings, saying, "The Pastor, moreover, did Hermas write very recently in our times in the city of Rome, while his brother bishop Pius sat in the chair of the Church of Rome. And therefore it also ought to be read; but it cannot be made public in the Church to the people, nor placed among the prophets, as their number is complete, nor among the apostles to the end of time." (Fragments of Caius 33) (ANF 5); Corey Keating says, "In the first two centuries, ‘apostolic authority' was the important factor in deciding to keep or reject a particular writing." See Corey Keating, The Criteria Used for Developing the New Testament Canon in the First Four Centuries of the Christian Church (2000); accessed 15 April 2012; available from http://www.ntgreek.org/SeminaryPapers/ChurchHistory/Criteria%20for%20Development%20of%20the%20NT%20Canon%20in%20First%20Four%20Centuries.pdf; Internet.

1. Internal Evidence
a) The Author Tells Us His Name is John - The author is gives his name two times in the opening passage of the Apocalypse, as well as twice in the closing passages.

Revelation 1:1, "The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John:"

Revelation 1:4, "John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which Isaiah , and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;"

Revelation 1:9, "I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ."

Revelation 21:2, "And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband."

Revelation 22:8, "And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me these things."

b) The Author Was an Eyewitness of Jesus' Earthly Ministry- The second verse of the Apocalypse states that the author was an eyewitness of the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ. This places him within the inner circles of disciples. There was no other person named John who could declare this besides John the apostle. 

Revelation 1:2, "Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw."

c) The Author Was a Jew- We find Jewish overtones throughout the book of Revelation , which indicates that the author was a Jew.

a) Use of Hebrew Words and Phrases - There are many words and phrases of Hebrew origin found throughout the book of Revelation. Words such as "Abaddon" ( Revelation 9:11), "Amen" and "Hallelujah" ( Revelation 19:1-6) are of Hebrew origin. Phrases such as "Jews" ( Revelation 2:9, Revelation 3:9), "synagogue" ( Revelation 2:9, Revelation 3:9), "the hidden manna" ( Revelation 2:17), "tree of life" ( Revelation 2:7, Revelation 22:2; Revelation 22:14), "the new name on the while stone" ( Revelation 2:17), "the root and the offspring of David" ( Revelation 5:5, Revelation 22:16), "the Lion of the tribe of Judah" ( Revelation 5:5), "the tribe of Juda" ( Revelation 7:5), "the children of Israel" ( Revelation 2:14, Revelation 7:4, Revelation 21:12), "the twelve tribes of the children of Israel" ( Revelation 21:12) and "(holy) Jerusalem" ( Revelation 3:12, Revelation 21:2; Revelation 21:10) are clearly and uniquely of Jewish origin.

b) Imagery of the Jewish Temple - Imagery of the Temple furnishings are found in the first three chapters.

d) The Author Places Himself Within an Historical Event- The author states that he was placed in exile on the Isle of Patmos for his testimony of Jesus Christ. 

Revelation 1:9, " 1 John , who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ."

To this event early Church historians support the fact that John the apostle was exiled on this Isle during the reign of Domitian.

"Domitian, having shown great cruelty toward many, and having unjustly put to death no small number of well-born and notable men at Rome, and having without cause exiled and confiscated the property of a great many other illustrious men, finally became a successor of Nero in his hatred and enmity toward God. He was in fact the second that stirred up a persecution against us, although his father Vespasian had undertaken nothing prejudicial to us. It is said that in this persecution the apostle and evangelist John , who was still alive, was condemned to dwell on the island of Patmos in consequence of his testimony to the divine word." (Ecclesiastical History 3171to )

e) The Author's Authority Over the Asian Churches- It becomes clear from the letters to the seven churches in Asia Minor in chapters 2-3that the author stood in a position of authority over these churches. Again early Church history confirms that John the apostle moved to Asia Minor and took a place of authority over the churches after the death of Paul the apostle. 

"At that time the apostle and evangelist John , the one whom Jesus loved, was still living in Asia, and governing the churches of that region, having returned after the death of Domitian from his exile on the island." (Ecclesiastical History 3231)

This position of authority over these churches could not have been possible had Paul the apostle still been alive. This tradition is so well attested to that it serves as a strong point for apocalyptic authorship.

f) Similarities with other Johannine writings- It is not difficult to find similarities between the book of Revelation and the Gospel of John.

i) Similar Words and Phrases: 
(1) "The Lamb of God" - The phrase "Lamb of God" is used twice in the first chapter of John's Gospel while the term "Lamb" is used twenty-six (26) times in Revelation to refer to Jesus Christ. Apart from two exceptions ( Acts 8:32 and 1 Peter 1:19), this is term is found only in the writings of John.

(2) "God is light" - The description of God as "light" is unique to Johannine literature ( John 1:4 and 1 John 1:5). In the book of Revelation , God is the Light of the city of God ( Revelation 21:23, Revelation 22:5).

(3) Jesus is "The Word of God" - The description of Jesus Christ as the "Word of God" is unique to Johannine literature. It is only found in the Gospel of John , the First Epistle of John and the book of Revelation ( John 1:4; John 1:14, 1 John 5:7, Revelation 19:13).

ii) The Unique Description of the Piercing of Jesus' Side - Only the Gospel of John ( John 19:34-37) and the book of Revelation ( Revelation 1:7) describes the piercing of Jesus' side. Since we know that John the apostle was a witness to the Crucifixion, this particular event must have strongly affected him.

iii) Emphasis on the Use of the Number Seven - Both the Gospel of John and the book of Revelation are unique to the New Testament in their arrangement and use of the number seven. We find in the Gospel of John that there are seven feasts, seven miracles, seven discourses, seven prophecies fulfilled and the seven "I Am" declarations are all woven into the framework of this Gospel. Also woven into this Gospel are seven testimonies of Jesus being rejected by the Jews and accepted by the Gentiles and common people.

The book of Revelation uses the word "seven" a total of fifty-four (54) times. It refers to seven churches, seven angels, seven vials, seven plagues, seven kings, seven heads, seven crowns, seven mountains, seven thousand men, seven thunders, seven trumpets, seven eyes, seven spirits, seven horns, seven seals, seven lamps, and seven stars.

iv) Similarity in Christology - No other New Testament writer places emphasis upon the divinity of Christ Jesus while as the same time clearly stating His subordinate position to the Father as does John's writings. The Gospel of John tells us that Jesus Christ is the Word of God being manifested in the flesh, that He proceeded from the Father, that He is eternal, stating, "…before Abraham was, I am." Yet Jesus explains His subordinate place by saying, "My Father is greater than I, and "I do always those things which please Him." 

In the same manner, the book of Revelation emphasizes Jesus' eternal nature by calling Him the "Alpha and Omega," the "Beginning and the End," the "Word of God," the "Holy and True," "the Amen," "he that is alive forevermore," and "the Beginning of the Creation of God." Jesus also receives identical praise as God the Father. At the same time, Jesus refers to the Father as "my God" ( Revelation 3:12) and "My Father" ( Revelation 14:1) and "God and the Lamb" ( Revelation 14:4), "God and the faith of Jesus" ( Revelation 14:12). There is a clear distinction between God and the Lamb throughout the book of Revelation (7:19) and the subordinate position of the Lamb to God the Father.

In addition, both books describe Jesus Christ as the one who shall judge men on the Great Day of Judgment.

2. The Patristic Support of Johannine Authorship
a) Justin Martyr (A.D 100 to 165) - Justin Martyr tells us about an interview that took place in Ephesus in which he refers to "a certain man John , one of the apostles of Christ" as the author of the "Apocalypse." 

"And further, there was a certain man with us, whose name was John , one of the apostles of Christ, who prophesied, by a revelation that was made to him, that those who believed in our Christ would dwell a thousand years in Jerusalem; and that thereafter the general, and, in short, the eternal resurrection and judgment of all men would likewise take place. Just as our Lord also said, ‘They shall neither marry nor be given in marriage, but shall be equal to the angels, the children of the God of the resurrection.'" (Dialogue of Justin 81)

b) Apollonius (second century) - Eusebius quotes Apollonius, who wrote against Montanism in the second century, as saying that John wrote the book of Revelation.

"He speaks, moreover, of a tradition that the Saviour commanded his apostles not to depart from Jerusalem for twelve years. He uses testimonies also from the Revelation of John , and he relates that a dead man had, through the Divine power, been raised by John himself in Ephesus." (Ecclesiastical History 51813)

c) Theophilus of Antioch (late second century) - Eusebius tells us that Theophilus of Antioch cites the book of Revelation.

"Of Theophilus,﻿ whom we have mentioned as bishop of the church of Antioch,﻿ three elementary works addressed to Autolycus are extant; also another writing entitled Against the Heresy of Hermogenes,﻿ in which he makes use of testimonies from the Apocalypse of John , and finally certain other catechetical books." (Ecclesiastical History 4241)

d) The Muratorian Canon (c. A.D 200) - The Muratorian Canon, an ancient Latin document dated around A.D 200, tells us that the book of Revelation was credited to John the apostle and was accepted into the New Testament canon.

"We receive also the Apocalypse of John and that of Peter, though some amongst us will not have this latter read in the Church." (Fragments of Caius 3: Canon Muratorianus 4) (ANF 5)

e) Irenaeus (A.D 130 to 200) - Irenaeus makes a number of quotes and references to John the apostle as the author of the book of Revelation.

"John also, the Lord"s disciple, when beholding the sacerdotal and glorious advent of His kingdom, says in the Apocalypse: ‘I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And, being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; and in the midst of the candlesticks One like unto the Son of Prayer of Manasseh , clothed with a garment reaching to the feet, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle; and His head and His hairs were white, as white as wool, and as snow; and His eyes were as a flame of fire; and His feet like unto fine brass, as if He burned in a furnace. And His voice [was] as the voice of waters; and He had in His right hand seven stars; and out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword; and His countenance was as the sun shining in his strength.'" (Against Heresies 42211)

"In a still clearer light has John , in the Apocalypse, indicated to the Lord"s disciples what shall happen in the last times, and concerning the ten kings who shall then arise, among whom the empire which now rules [the earth] shall be partitioned." (Against Heresies 5261)

Eusebius (A.D 260-340) also cites Irenaeus as quoting from the book of Revelation 

"In the fifth book he speaks as follows concerning the Apocalypse of John, and the number of the name of Antichrist: ‘As these things are Song of Solomon , and this number is found in all the approved and ancient copies, and those who saw John face to face confirm it, and reason teaches us that the number of the name of the beast, according to the mode of calculation among the Greeks, appears in its letters....' And farther on he says concerning the same: ‘We are not bold enough to speak confidently of the name of Antichrist. For if it were necessary that his name should be declared clearly at the present time, it would have been announced by him who saw the revelation. For it was seen, not long ago, but almost in our generation, toward the end of the reign of Domitian.' He states these things concerning the Apocalypse in the work referred to. He also mentions the first Epistle of John , taking many proofs from it, and likewise the first Epistle of Peter." (Ecclesiastical History 585-7)

f) Clement of Alexandria (A.D 150 to 215) - Clement of Alexandria testifies to the authorship of the Revelation of John.

"Such an one is in reality a presbyter of the Church, and a true minister (deacon) of the will of God, if he do and teach what is the Lord"s; not as being ordained by men, nor regarded righteous because a presbyter, but enrolled in the presbyterate s because righteous. And although here upon earth he be not honoured with the chief seat, 9] he will sit down on the four-and-twenty thrones, judging the people, as John says in the Apocalypse." (The Stromata 613)

g) Tertullian (A.D. 160 to 225) - Tertullian quotes extensively from the book of Revelation. On a number of occasions, he mentions John as the author.

"Now the Apostle John , in the Apocalypse, describes a sword which proceeded from the mouth of God as ‘a doubly sharp, two-edged one.'" (Against Marcion 314)

" John , however, in the Apocalypse is charged to chastise those ‘who eat things sacrificed to idols," and "who commit fornication.'" (The Prescription Against Heretics 33)

"In the Revelation of John , again, the order of these times is spread out to view, which ‘the souls of the martyrs' are taught to wait for beneath the altar, whilst they earnestly pray to be avenged and judged: (taught, I say, to wait), in order that the world may first drink to the dregs the plagues that await it out of the vials of the angels, and that the city of fornication may receive from the ten kings its deserved doom, and that the beast Antichrist with his false prophet may wage war on the Church of God; and that, after the casting of the devil into the bottomless pit for a while, the blessed prerogative of the first resurrection may be ordained from the thrones; and then again, after the consignment of him to the fire, that the judgment of the final and universal resurrection may be determined out of the books." (On The Resurrection of the Flesh 25)

h) Hippolytus (c. A.D 170 to c 236) - Hippolytus, an ecclesiastical writer and doctor, was one of the most important theologians of the third century church. 7] He confirms John the apostle as the author of the Apocalypse as well as his Gospel. 

7] "Hippolytus, St," in The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, revised, eds. F. L. Cross and E. A. Livingstone (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1983), 652.

" John , again, in Asia, was banished by Domitian the king to the isle of Patmos, in which also he wrote his Gospel and saw the apocalyptic vision; and in Trajan"s time he fell asleep at Ephesus, where his remains were sought for, but could not be found." (Appendix to the Works of Hippolytus 49: On the Twelve Apostles Where Each of Them Preached, and Where He Met His End 3) (ANF 5)

"For he sees, when in the isle Patmos, a revelation of awful mysteries, which he recounts freely, and makes known to others. Tell me, blessed John , apostle and disciple of the Lord, what didst thou see and hear concerning Babylon? Arise, and speak; for it sent thee also into banishment." (Treatise on Christ and Antichrist 36) (ANF 5)

"(But Nicolaus) departed from correct doctrine, and was in the habit of inculcating indifferency of both life and food. And when the disciples (of Nicolaus) continued to offer insult to the Holy Spirit, John reproved them in the Apocalypse as fornicators and eaters of things offered unto idols." (Against Heresies 724) (ANF 5)

i) Origen (A.D 185 to 254) - As quoted by Eusebius, Origen tells us that John the apostle was the author of the book of Revelation.

"Why need we speak of him who reclined upon the bosom of Jesus, John , who has left us one Gospel, though he confessed that he might write so many that the world could not contain them? And he wrote also the Apocalypse, but was commanded to keep silence and not to write the words of the seven thunders." (Ecclesiastical History 6259)

In his commentary on John , Origen states Johannine authorship.

" John , son of Zebedee, says in his Apocalypse: ‘And I saw an angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the Eternal Gospel, to preach it to those who dwell upon the earth, and to every nation, and tribe, and tongue, and people, saying, with a loud voice, Fear God and give Him glory, for the hour of His judgment hath come, and worship Him that made the heaven, and the earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.'" (Origen's Commentary on the Gospel of John 1:14)

j) Victorinus (d. A.D 304) - Victorinus, bishop of Pettau, tells us that John wrote his Gospel after writing the Apocalypse. 

"And there was shown unto me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein."] A reed was shown like to a rod. This itself is the Apocalypse which he subsequently exhibited to the churches; for the Gospel of the complete faith he subsequently wrote for the sake of our salvation. For when Valentinus, and Cerinthus, and Ebion, and others of the school of Satan, were scattered abroad throughout the world, there assembled together to him from the neighbouring provinces all the bishops, and compelled him himself also to draw up his testimony." (Commentary on the Apocalypse of the Blessed John 11:1)

k) Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) - Eusebius, the ancient church historian, tells us that the early church fathers were divided on the authorship of the book of Revelation.

"But of the writings of John , not only his Gospel, but also the former of his epistles, has been accepted without dispute both now and in ancient times. But the other two are disputed. In regard to the Apocalypse, the opinions of most men are still divided." (Ecclesiastical History 32417-18)

He tells us of one Melito of Sardis (A.D 169) who wrote a number of apologies in behalf of the Roman Emperor. Of the list of books written, Melito is said to have written on the Apocalypse of John. 

"…and the books On the Devil and the Apocalypse of John" (Ecclesiastical History 4262)

Jerome confirms the same.

"Melito of Asia, bishop of Sardis, addressed a book to the emperor Marcus Antoninus Verus, a disciple of Fronto the orator, in behalf of the Christian doctrine. He wrote other things also, among which are the following….one On the devil, one On the Apocalypse of John" (Lives of Illustrious Men 24)

Eusebius himself was of the opinion that it was another John who was the author of the Apocalypse. 

"For I judge from the character of both, and the forms of expression, and the entire execution of the book, that it is not his. For the evangelist nowhere gives his name, or proclaims himself, either in the Gospel or Epistle…But I think that he was some other one of those in Asia; as they say that there are two monuments in Ephesus, each bearing the name of John." (Ecclesiastical History 7258, 16)

Yet Eusebius acknowledges the historical event that John the apostle and author of his Gospel was banished to the Isle of Patmos by Domitian.

"Domitian, having shown great cruelty toward many, and having unjustly put to death no small number of well-born and notable men at Rome, and having without cause exiled and confiscated the property of a great many other illustrious men, finally became a successor of Nero in his hatred and enmity toward God. He was in fact the second that stirred up a persecution against us, although his father Vespasian had undertaken nothing prejudicial to us. It is said that in this persecution the apostle and evangelist John , who was still alive, was condemned to dwell on the island of Patmos in consequence of his testimony to the divine word."(Ecclesiastical History 3171to 3181)

l) Athanasius (A.D 296 to 373) - Athanasius, the bishop of Alexandria, supported Johannine authorship of his Gospel, of all three of his epistles and of his Revelation. 

"Again it is not tedious to speak of the [books] of the New Testament. These are, the four Gospels, according to Matthew ,, Mark ,, Luke , and John. Afterwards, the Acts of the Apostles and Epistles (called Catholic), seven, viz. of James , one; of Peter, two; of John , three; after these, one of Jude. In addition, there are fourteen Epistles of Paul, written in this order. The first, to the Romans; then two to the Corinthians; after these, to the Galatians; next, to the Ephesians; then to the Philippians; then to the Colossians; after these, two to the Thessalonians, and that to the Hebrews; and again, two to Timothy; one to Titus; and lastly, that to Philemon. And besides, the Revelation of John" (Letters 395)

m) Gregory Nazianzen (A.D 329 to 389) - Gregory Nazianzen, one of the Cappadocian Fathers, supported Johannine authorship.

"And to the presiding Angels, for I believe, as John teaches me in his Revelation, that each Church has its guardian," (Orations 429)

n) Jerome (A.D 342to 420) - Jerome tells us that John wrote his Apocalypse while on the island of Patmos.

"In the fourteenth year then after Nero Domitian having raised a second persecution he (John) was banished to the island of Patmos, and wrote the Apocalypse, on which Justin Martyr and Irenaeus afterwards wrote commentaries. But Domitian having been put to death and his Acts , on account of his excessive cruelty, having been annulled by the senate, he returned to Ephesus under Pertinax and continuing there until the tithe of the emperor Trajan, founded and built churches throughout all Asia, and, worn out by old age, died in the sixty-eighth year after our Lord"s passion and was buried near the same city." (Lives of Illustrious Men 9)

o) Sophronius (A.D 560 to 638) - Sophronius, patriarch of Jerusalem, follows the tradition of Jerome.

"Now in the fourteenth year of his reign, the emperor Domitian initiated the second major persecution of Christians (Nero's persecution was the first). John was banished to the island of Patmos and there wrote the Apocalypse, later translated by Justin Martyr and Irenaeus. After Dometian was murdered, his decrees were annulled by the Senate on account of their inhuman cruelty. Nerva ascended the throne, and John was allowed to return to Ephesus, where he lived until 101AD, the fourth year of] Trajan's reign. During this time, John founded and built up churches throughout Asia. In the sixty-eighth year after the Passion of the Lord, John reposed in great old age near Ephesus." (The Life of the Evangelist John) (PG 123col 1127) 8]

8] Sophronius, The Life of the Evangelist John , in Orthodox Classics in English (House Springs, MO: The Chrysostom Press) [on-line]. Accessed 1December 2010. Available from http://www.chrysostompress.org/the-four-evangelists; Internet.

It is easy to see how canonicity is a testimony to apostolic authorship when we understand that the debates of the early Church fathers to accept the general epistles of 2Peter, 2,3John, and Jude was simply a debate about their authorship. Apostolic authorship meant that the works were authentic, and thus, authoritative. It was the writing's apostolic authority that granted its inclusion into the New Testament canon. Therefore, canonicity was based upon apostolic authority, and this apostolic authority was based upon the authenticity of the writing, and its authenticity was based upon the fact that it was a genuine work of one of the apostles or one who was serving directly under that apostolic authority. 

B. Church Orthodoxy- The second phase in the development of the New Testament canon placed emphasis upon Church orthodoxy, or the rule of faith for the catholic Church. F. B. Westcott says, "To make use of a book as authoritative, to assume that it is apostolic, to quote it as inspired, without preface or comment, is not to hazard a new or independent opinion, but to follow an unquestioned judgment." 9] The early Church fathers cited these apostolic writings as divinely inspired by God, equal in authority to the Old Testament Scriptures. They understood that these particular books embodied the doctrines that helped them express the Church's Creed, or generally accepted rule of faith. As F. B. Westcott notes, with a single voice the Church fathers of this period rose up from the western to the eastern borders of Christendom and became heralds of the same, unified Truth. 10] This phase is best represented in the writings of the early Church fathers by the collection of the apostolic writings into the distinctive groups of the Gospels, the Pauline epistles, and the Catholic epistles, and their distribution among the churches as the rules of the Christian faith (late 2nd century thru 3rd century). These collected works of the apostles were cited by the church fathers as they expounded upon the Christian faith and established Church orthodoxy. We will look at two aspects of the development of Church Orthodoxy: (1) the Patristic Support of Authenticity, Authority, and Orthodoxy and (2) Early Versions.

9] Brooke Foss Westcott, A General History of the Canon of the New Testament (London: Macmillan anc Co, 1875), 12.

10] Brooke Foss Westcott, A General History of the Canon of the New Testament (London: Macmillan anc Co, 1875), 331.

1. Patristic Support of Authenticity, Authority, and Orthodoxy- The early Church held divided opinions regarding Johannine authorship of the Apocalypse. This difference seems to have been caused by the very mystical nature of this writing. Its mystical nature probably delayed it wide circulation among the churches. This delay in circulation could have caused it to be omitted from the earliest translations. For example, the apocalypse is not found in the most ancient Syriac version. Such omissions would have delayed its acceptance into the Church canon. Nonetheless, there is a tremendous weight of support from the early Church fathers for Johannine authorship.

The early Church fathers make direct statements declaring Johannine authorship, as well as direct quotes, strong allusions and weak allusions to the book of Revelation. Direct quotes are word for word citations from this book, strong allusions are apparent paraphrases, and weak allusions are words or phrases that appear to come from this book. Thus, the book of Revelation was used by the Church fathers to establish Church orthodoxy.

Here are a few of the earliest quotes from the book of Revelation: 11]

11] There are many other citations available from the early Church fathers that I have not used to support the traditional views of authorship of the books of the New Testament. Two of the largest collections of these citations have been compiled by Nathaniel Lardner (1684-1768) in The Works of Nathaniel Lardner, 10 vols. (London: Joseph Ogle Robinson, 1829, 1838), and by Jacques Paul Migne (1800-1875) in the footnotes of Patrologia Latina, 221vols. (Parisiis: Excudebat Migne, 1844-55) and Patrologia Graecae, 161vols. (Parisiis: Excudebat Migne, 1857-66).

a) Shepherd of Hermas (written c. A.D 142) - The Shepherd of Hermas, written during the second century, does not mention the book of Revelation specifically. However, it makes so many allusions to unique phrases in this book that it stands as a witness to the fact that the author was familiar with the Apocalypse. 

i. Both writings use the phrase "the great tribulation" together with the "beast."

"Happy ye who endure the great tribulation that is coming on," (Visions Revelation 2:2)

"You have escaped from great tribulation on account of your faith, and because you did not doubt in the presence of such a beast. Go, therefore, and tell the elect of the Lord His mighty deeds, and say to them that this beast is a type of the great tribulation that is coming." (Visions Revelation 4:2)

Revelation 7:14, "And I said unto him, Sirach , thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb."

ii. Both writings refer to the "book of life."

"for I know that, if they will repent with all their heart, they will be enrolled in the Books of Life with the saints." (Visions Revelation 1:3)

Revelation 3:5, "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels."

iii. Both refer to the altar of God as a place of prayer and entreaty.

"For the entreaty of the sorrowful man has no power to ascend to the altar of God." "Why," say I, "does not the entreaty of the grieved man ascend to the altar?" "Because," says Hebrews , "grief sits in his heart. Grief, then, mingled with his entreaty, does not permit the entreaty to ascend pure to the altar of God." (Commandments Revelation 10:2)

Revelation 8:3, "And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne."

iv. Both symbolize the Church as a woman.

"‘Who do you think that old woman is from whom you received the book?' And I said, ‘The Sibyl.' ‘You are in a mistake,' says he; ‘it is not the Sibyl.' "Who is it then?" say I. And he said, ‘It is the Church.' (Visions Revelation 2:4)

Revelation 12:1, "And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars:"

b) Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) - In his quotes of "The Letters of the Churches of Lyons and Vienne," Eusebius quotes Revelation 22:11 by calling it "the Scripture," testifying to the fact that it was viewed as a part of the New Testament canon during his day.

"For, through their lack of manly reason, the fact that they had been conquered did not put them to shame, but rather the more enkindled their wrath as that of a wild beast, and aroused alike the hatred of governor and people to treat us unjustly; that the Scripture might be fulfilled: ‘He that is lawless, let him be lawless still, and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still.'" (Ecclesiastical History 5158)

Revelation 22:11, "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still."

2. Manuscript Evidence
3. Early Versions - The earliest translations of books of the New Testament testify to their canonization. Perhaps as early as the second century, the New Testament was translated into Old Syriac and Old Latin. While the disputed epistles of Jude ,, 2 Peter ,, 2 John , and 3John were found in the Old Latin text, they are absent in the Old Syriac. 12] The Old Latin versions were later standardized into the Latin Vulgate by Jerome in the fourth century, which represent the canon as we know it today. The Syrian church has an unusual history regarding the development and acceptance of the New Testament Canon. While the Catholic epistles of James ,, 1 Peter , and 1John are found in the old Syriac, the lesser Catholic Epistles of 2Peter, 2,3John, Jude , and the Apocalypse are omitted from its canon. 13] This canon of 22New Testament books is reflected in the "Doctrine of Addai" (A.D 250-300) in which the clergy of Edessa are instructed to read from the Law, the Prophets, the Gospels and Acts and the Pauline Epistles, but not from the General Epistles. 14] Perhaps this comment was made because the Syriac versions only accepted three of the seven Catholic Epistles as canonical. The Old Syriac was soon formalized into the translation known as the Peshitta. The New Testament was translated in the Coptic languages of Egypt (Sahidic and Bhoairic) as early as the third century, representing the entire New Testament canon. The New Testament was soon translated into the languages of the Armenian (5th c), the Georgian (5th c), and the Ethiopic (6th c). 15] These books would not have been translated with the other New Testament writings unless it was considered a part of the orthodox beliefs of the Church at large.

12] A. E. Brooke, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Johannine Epistles, in The International Critical Commentary on the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, eds. Charles A. Briggs, Samuel R. Driver, and Alfred Plummer (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1912), 220-223.

13] Bruce M. Metzger, "Important Early Translations of the Bible," in Bibliotheca Sacra, vol (Jan 1993) (Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary): 44, in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004.

14] The Doctrine of Addai, the Apostle, trans. George Phillips (London: Trbner and Co 1876), 44.

15] The Old Latin Bible manuscripts of the fifth century, Codex Bezae (Gospels, Acts , Catholic epistles), Codex Claromontanus (Pauline epistles), and Codex Floriacensis ( Acts , Catholic epistles, Revelation) were used prior to Jerome's Vulgate (beginning A. D 382), and these Old Latin manuscripts testify to the canonization of the twenty-seven books of the New Testament at an early date. See Kurt Aland, Matthew Black, Carlo M. Martini, Bruce M. Metzger, M. Robinson, and Allen Wikgren, eds, The Greek New Testament, Third Edition (United Bible Societies, c 1966, 1968, 1975), xxxi-xxxiv.

C. Catholicity- The third and final phase of New Testament canonicity placed emphasis upon the aspect of catholicity, or the general acceptance of the canonical books. F. B. Westcott says, "The extent of the Canon, like the order of the Sacraments, was settled by common usage, and thus the testimony of Christians becomes the testimony of the Church." 16] This phase is best represented in the period of Church councils of the fourth century as bishops met and agreed upon a list of canonical books generally accepted by the catholic Church. However, approved canons were listed by individual Church fathers as early as the second century. These books exhibited a dynamic impact upon the individual believers through their characteristic of divine inspiration, transforming them into Christian maturity, being used frequently by the church at large. We will look at two testimonies of catholicity: (1) the Early Church Canons, and (2) Early Church Councils. 

16] Brooke Foss Westcott, A General History of the Canon of the New Testament (London: Macmillan and Co, 1875), 12.

1. The Early Church Canons - The book of Revelation was the last book to be generally accepted into the New Testament canon. 17]

17] Brooke Foss Westcott, A General Survey of the History of the Canon of the New Testament, fourth edition (London: Macmillan and Co, 1875), 423.

a) The Muratorian Canon, an ancient Latin document dated around A.D 200, gives this book the title of the "Apocalypse of John."

"We receive also the Apocalypse of John and that of Peter, though some amongst us will not have this latter read in the Church." (Fragments of Caius 3: Canon Muratorianus 3) (ANF 5)

b) Gregory Naziansen (A. D 329-389) - Gregory Naziansen the Church theologian, omits it from his canon. He says after listing the books of the Old Testament canon, "And already for me, I have received all those of the New Testament. First, to the Hebrews Matthew the saint composed what was according to him the Gospel; second, in Italy Mark the divine; third, in Achaia Luke the all-wise; and John , thundering the heavenlies, indeed preached to all common men; after whom the miracles and deeds of the wise apostles, and Paul the divine herald fourteen epistles; and catholic seven, of which one is of James the brother of God, and two are of Peter the head, and of John again the evangelist, three, and seventh is Jude the Zealot. All are united and accepted; and if one of them is found outside, it is not placed among the genuine ones." (PG 38 Colossians 845) (author's translation) 18] 

18] Cited by Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol 1: Apostolic Christianity A.D 1-100 (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1955), 582.

B. F. Westcott says, "After enumerating the four Gospels, the Acts , fourteen Epistles of St Paul, and seven Catholic Epistles, Gregory adds: ‘In these you have all the inspired books; if there be any book besides these, it is not among the genuine [Scriptures];' and thus he excludes the Apocalypse with the Eastern Church, and admits all the Catholic Epistles with the Western." 19]

19] Brook Foss Westcott, A General Survey of the History of the Canon of the New Testament, Cambridge and London: Macmillian and Company, 1881, 445.

2. Early Church Councils- 
During the fourth century, the Roman emperor Constantine was converted to Christianity and ordered Eusebius to produce fifty copies of the Scriptures. 20] The production and distribution of these Bibles, along with the Church synods that followed, served to confirm the twenty-seven books of the New Testament as canonical and authoritative. The early Church traditions of authorship and authenticity became firmly embedded within their canonicity. Therefore, citations of the New Testament Scriptures and later manuscript evidence after this period of Church history only serve to repeat traditions that had already become well-known and established among the churches of the fourth century.

20] Brooke Foss Westcott, A General Survey of the History of the Canon of the New Testament, fourth edition (London: Macmillan and Co, 1875), 422-426.

III. Date and Place of Writing
A. Date- Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) quotes Irenaeus as saying that this vision occurred during the end of the reign of Titus Flavius Domitian, who was the Roman emperor from A.D 51to 96.

"It is said that in this persecution the apostle and evangelist John , who was still alive, was condemned to dwell on the island of Patmos in consequence of his testimony to the divine word. Irenaeus, in the fifth book of his work Against Heresies, where he discusses the number of the name of Antichrist which is given in the Song of Solomon -called Apocalypse of John , speaks as follows concerning him: "If it were necessary for his name to be proclaimed openly at the present time, it would have been declared by him who saw the revelation. For it was seen not long ago, but almost in our own generation, at the end of the reign of Domitian." (Ecclesiastical History 3181-3)

Sophronius (A.D 560 to 638) - Sophronius, patriarch of Jerusalem, follows the tradition of Jerome, telling us that John wrote his Apocalypse on the island of Patmos around the fourteenth year of Domitian.

"Now in the fourteenth year of his reign, the emperor Domitian initiated the second major persecution of Christians (Nero's persecution was the first). John was banished to the island of Patmos and there wrote the Apocalypse, later translated by Justin Martyr and Irenaeus. After Dometian was murdered, his decrees were annulled by the Senate on account of their inhuman cruelty. Nerva ascended the throne, and John was allowed to return to Ephesus, where he lived until 101AD, the fourth year of] Trajan's reign. During this time, John founded and built up churches throughout Asia. In the sixty-eighth year after the Passion of the Lord, John reposed in great old age near Ephesus." (The Life of the Evangelist John) (PG 123col 1127) 21]

21] Sophronius, The Life of the Evangelist John , in Orthodox Classics in English (House Springs, MO: The Chrysostom Press) [on-line]. Accessed 1December 2010. Available from http://www.chrysostompress.org/the-four-evangelists; Internet.

B. Place of Writing- We know from internal evidence ( Revelation 1:9-10) that John was exiled on the Isle of Patmos when he had this vision. Most scholars conclude that John also wrote down this vision while still on this island before he was released and returned to the city of Ephesus.

Revelation 1:9-10, " 1 John , who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. I was in the Spirit on the Lord"s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,"

IV. Recipients
V. Occasion
Jesus Christ reveals Himself and this revelation to John the Apostle on the island of Patmos during a time of exile in order to show to the Church the things that are coming on the earth ( Revelation 1:9-11).

Revelation 1:9-11, " 1 John , who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. I was in the Spirit on the Lord"s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea."

LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 22]

22] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the early church, the author of the book of Revelation chose to write to using the literary style of the ancient Hebrew apocalyptic literature, which contains much symbolic language. Thus, the book of Revelation is assigned to the literary genre called "apocalyptic literature." Apocalyptic literature uses "visions" as a literary device. Its purpose was not to cover up the message, but to make it increasingly vivid by "unveiling" it thru signs and symbols. Apocalyptic literature was further characterized by symbolic angels, a contrast between good and evil, predictions of terrors and the end of times. Numbers were also an important part of its literary device. In the introductory section of literary style, a comparison of its content will be made to other books of the Holy Scriptures.

VI. Comparison to Books of the Holy Scriptures
A. Comparison of Content: Similarities between the Book of Ezekiel and the Book of Revelation - In a similar way that John the apostle was banished on the isle of Patmos and had a heavenly vision, so does Ezekiel in his banishment by the river Chebar. The Lord gave both of them a tremendous revelation using symbols of future events. Both visions begin with a visitation from the throne of God. John was visited by Jesus Christ, who was now ascended to this heavenly throne. Ezekiel simply saw the throne with it glory, for Jesus Christ had not yet taken upon Himself the form of man. Both apocalyptic visions end with a description of heaven, where those who are faithful will abide eternally. Both men are given symbolic revelations of those events that will lead up to the fulfillment of all things.

Both are given books to eat. They both experienced the books to taste like honey. John says that it became bitter to his belly, while Ezekiel says that he went in bitterness of spirit.

Ezekiel 3:1-2, "Moreover he said unto me, Son of Prayer of Manasseh , eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel. So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll."

Ezekiel 3:3, "And he said unto me, Son of Prayer of Manasseh , cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat it; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness."

Ezekiel 3:14, "So the spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the LORD was strong upon me."

Revelation 10:9, "And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey."

In contrast, Ezekiel received his vision as a young, thirty-year old man just entering the ministry. However, John the apostle received his revelation at the end of his life as an old man.

B. Comparison of Content: Paul's Letter to the Churches of Asia Minor- John's epistle to the church of Laodicea in Revelation 3:14-22 contains similar phrases found in Paul's epistle to the Colossians. Paul had instructed the Laodiceans to read the Colossian letter and vise verse. 

Colossians 4:16, "And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea."

Therefore, John describes Jesus Christ in all of His majesty that Paul taught in the epistles of Ephesians and Colossian. Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father (compare Revelation 3:21 to Ephesians 1:20 and Colossians 3:1).

Revelation 3:21, "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne."

Ephesians 1:20, "Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,"

Colossians 3:1, "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God."

John refers to Jesus Christ as "the firstborn from the dead" (compare Revelation 1:5 to Colossians 1:18). 

Revelation 1:5, "And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,"

Colossians 1:18, "And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence."

John describes Jesus as "the beginning of the creation of God" (compare Revelation 3:14 to Colossians 1:15).

Revelation 3:14, "And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;"

Colossians 1:15, "Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:"

C. Comparison of Content: Revelation is a Book of Worship- One of the major characteristics of the book of Revelations is its many references to worship around the throne of God. It is important to note that worship precedes judgment in this book. For example, the worship seen in Revelation 4-5 precedes the opening of the seven seals. The worship in Revelation 15 precedes the pouring out of the seven vials of God's wrath. This insight into worship and judgment reminds us of Psalm 8:2, which tells us that when God's children worship Him, He responds by avenging their enemies.

Psalm 8:2, "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger."

Note the many references to worship:

Revelation 1:6, "And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."

Revelation 4:8-11, "And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and Isaiah , and is to come. And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created."

Revelation 5:9-14, "And they sung a new Song of Solomon , saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and Wisdom of Solomon , and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever."

Revelation 7:9-12, "After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and Wisdom of Solomon , and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen."

Revelation 11:15-18, "And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and hast reigned. And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth."

Revelation 12:10-12, "And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time."

Revelation 15:2-4, "And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his Mark , and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God. And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest."

Revelation 19:1-7, "And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God: For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand. And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever. And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia. And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great. And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready."

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 23]

23] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Revelation , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Revelation for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
The purpose of the book of Revelation is to prepare the Church for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ in order to bring it into eternal glorification with God the Father. John states the purpose of recording this revelation in the opening verse when he says, "to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John." ( Revelation 1:1) The Church is able to prepare itself by understanding and heeding the words of this prophecy.

Revelation 1:1, "The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John:"

VIII. Thematic Scheme
Introduction- Each book of the Holy Scriptures contains a three-fold thematic scheme in order to fulfill its intended purpose, which is to transform each child of God into the image of Jesus Christ ( Romans 8:29). The primary, or foundational, theme of a book offers a central claim that undergirds everything written by the author. The secondary, or structural theme, of the book supports its primary theme by offering reasons and evidence for the central "claim" made by the author as it fully develops the first theme. Thus, the secondary theme is more easily recognized by biblical scholars than the other two themes because they provide the literary content of the book as they navigate the reader through the arguments embedded within the biblical text, thus revealing themselves more clearly. 24] The third theme is imperative in that it calls the reader to a response based upon the central claim and supporting evidence offered by the author. Each child of God has been predestined to be conformed into the image and likeness of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Scriptures, and they alone, have the power to accomplish this task. This is why a child of God can read the Holy Scriptures with a pure heart and experience a daily transformation taking place in his life, although he may not fully understand what is taking place in his life. In addition, the reason some children of God often do not see these biblical themes is because they have not fully yielded their lives to Jesus Christ, allowing transformation to take place by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. Without a personal relationship with the Holy Spirit, a child of God is not willing to allow Him to manage his life and move him down the road that God predestined as his spiritual journey. This journey requires every participant to take up his cross daily and follow Jesus, and not every believer is willing to do this. In fact, every child of God chooses how far down this road of sacrifice he is willing to go. Very few of men and women of God fulfill their divine destinies by completing this difficult journey. In summary, the first theme drives the second theme, which develops the first theme, and together they demand the third theme, which is the reader's response.

24] For an excellent discussion on the use of claims, reasons, and evidence in literature, see Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams, The Craft of Research (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2003). 

A. Primary Theme (Foundational) - The Testimony of Jesus Christ (Glorification of the Church) - Introduction- The central theme of the Holy Bible is God's plan of redemption for mankind. This theme finds its central focus in the Cross, where our Lord and Saviour died to redeem mankind. The central figure of the Holy Scriptures is the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus, the Cross is the place where man meets God and where we die to our selfish ambitions and yield our lives to the God who created all things. Therefore, the Holy Scriptures are not intended to be a precise record of ancient history. Rather, its intent is to provide a record of God's divine intervention in the history of mankind in order to redeem the world back to Himself through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on Calvary.

Every book of the Holy Bible makes a central claim that undergirds the arguments or message contained within its text. For example, the central claim of the Pentateuch is found in Deuteronomy 6:4, "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD," to which all additional material is subordinate. The bulk of the material in the Old Testament is subordinate in that it serves as reasons and evidence to support this central claim. This material serves as the secondary theme, offering the literary structure of the book. In addition, the central claim calls for a response, which is stated in the following verse, "And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might." ( Deuteronomy 6:5) Such a response is considered the third, imperative theme that runs through every book of the Holy Scriptures.

This central claim is the primary, or foundational, theme and is often obscured by the weight of evidence that is used to drive the central message, which weight of evidence makes up the secondary theme; and thus, it contains more content than the primary theme. Therefore, the secondary themes of the books of the Holy Scripture are generally more recognizable than the primary theme. Nevertheless, the central claim, or truth, must be excavated down to the foundation and made clearly visible in order to understand the central theme driving the arguments contained within the book. Only then can proper exegesis and sermon delivery be executed. 

1. The Primary Theme of the Book of Revelation - The foundational theme of the book of Revelation is the testimony of Jesus Christ as the eternal God, who is with the Father. This is the same foundational theme that is shared with the Gospel of John. However, while John's Gospel emphasizes Jesus Chris at the eternal Word of God, his apocalypse emphasizes Him as "the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, the first and the last" ( Revelation 1:8; Revelation 22:13).

This is the final revelation of Jesus Christ that God gives to the New Testament Church. It was given to the Church in order to make it for Christ's Second Coming. The office and ministry of God the Father is to send forth His Son to effect the glorification of the Church. The work of the Father is takes place through His divine foreknowledge; the work of Jesus Christ the Son is to effect the justification of mankind; and, the work of the Holy Spirit is to bring man through a process of sanctification in order to maintain his justification through Jesus. The Old Testament emphasizes the foreknowledge of God the Father, particularly, predestination and calling; the Gospels emphasize justification through faith in the blood of Jesus Christ; and, the New Testament epistles emphasize the sanctification of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the saints. Finally, the book of Revelations serves as the climax of redemptive history, revealing the fulfillment all things that the Father has planned in order to bring the Church and Israel enter into eternal glorification with Him.

B. Secondary Theme (Structural) - The Testimony of Jesus Christ as the Faithful Witness, and the First Begotten of the Dead, and the Prince of the Kings of the Earth (Judgment) - Introduction- The secondary themes of the books of the Holy Scriptures support the primary themes by offering reasons and evidence for the central "claim" of the book made by the author. Thus, the secondary themes are more easily recognized by biblical scholars than the other two themes because they provide the literary structure of the book as they navigate the reader through the arguments embedded within the biblical text, thus revealing themselves more clearly. For example, the central claim of the Pentateuch declares that the Lord God of Israel is the only God that man should serve, and man is to love the Lord God with all of his heart, mind, and strength, a statement found in the Shema of Deuteronomy 6:4-5, which is the foundational theme of the Old Testament. The books of Hebrew poetry provide evidence to this claim by expounding upon how man is to love God with all of his heart as its secondary theme. The books of the prophets provide evidence to this claim by expounding upon how man is to love God with all of his mind as its secondary theme, as he set his hope in the coming of the Messiah to redeem mankind. The historical books provide evidence to this claim by expounding upon how man is to love God with all of his strength as its secondary theme.

The central claim of the four Gospel writers is that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, which is the foundational theme of this division of the Holy Scriptures. In addition, each Gospel writer offers evidence as its secondary theme to support his claim. The Gospel of John offers the five-fold testimony of God the Father, John the Baptist, the miracles of Jesus, the Old Testament Scriptures, and the testimony of Jesus Christ Himself as its secondary theme. Matthew expounds upon the testimony of the Old Testament Scriptures as its secondary theme; Mark expounds upon the testimony of the miracles of Jesus as its secondary theme; Luke expounds upon the testimony of John the Baptist and other eye-witnesses and well as that of the apostles in the book of Acts as its secondary theme. 

The central claim of the Pauline Church Epistles is that the Gospel of Jesus Christ alone how the power to redeem and transform man into the image of Jesus, which is the foundational theme of this division of the Holy Scriptures. The epistle of Romans supports this claim by offering evidence of mankind's depravity and God's plan of redemption to redeem him as its secondary theme. The epistles of Ephesians and Philippians expound upon the role of God the Father in His divine foreknowledge as their secondary theme; the epistles of Colossians and Galatians expound upon the role of Jesus Christ as the head of the Church as their secondary theme; the epistles of 1, 2 Thessalonians , 1, 2Corinthians expound upon the role of the Holy Spirit in sanctifying the believers as their secondary theme.

The central claim of the Pastoral Epistles is that believers must serve God through the order of the New Testament Church. The epistles of 1, 2Timothy expound upon how to serve the Lord within the Church with a pure heart, which is its secondary theme. The epistle of Titus expounds upon how to serve the Lord within the Church with a renewed mind, which is its secondary theme. The epistle of Philemon expounds upon how to serve the Lord within the Church with a genuine lifestyle, which is its secondary theme.

The central claim of the General Epistles is that believers must persevere in the Christian faith in order to obtain eternal redemption. The epistles of Hebrews ,, James , and 1Peter modify this theme to reflect perseverance from persecutions from without the Church. The epistle of Hebrews expounds upon the High Priesthood of Jesus Christ, which is its secondary theme. The epistle of James expounds upon a lifestyle of perseverance through the joy of the Holy Spirit, which is its secondary theme. The epistle of 1Peter expounds upon our hope of divine election through God the Father, which is its secondary theme. The epistles of 2Peter, 1, 2, 3, John and Jude reflect perseverance from false doctrines from within. The epistle of 2Peter expounds upon growing in the knowledge of God's Word with a sound mind, which is its secondary theme. The epistles of 1, 2, 3John expound upon walking in fellowship with God and one another with a pure heart, which is its secondary theme. The epistle of Jude expounds how living a godly lifestyle with our bodies, which is its secondary theme.

The Apocalypse of John , though not considered an epistle, emphasizes the glorification of the Church, giving believers a vision of the hope that is laid up before them as a source of encouragement for those who persevere until the end. The central claim of the book of Revelation is that Jesus Christ is coming to take His Bride the Church to Glory. The secondary theme supports this claim with the evidence of Great Tribulation Period.

1. The Secondary Theme of the Book of Revelation - The structural theme of the book of Revelation is the testimony of Jesus Christ to the Church as the Faithful Witness, and the First Begotten of the Dead, and the Prince of the Kings of the Earth. He will be revealed as the Head of the Church ( Revelation 1:9 to Revelation 3:22), as the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world ( Revelation 4:1 to Revelation 18:24), and as the King of Kings ( Revelation 19:1 to Revelation 22:21). In order to effect glorification for this world, God must bring it under judgment. As Head of the Church, Jesus alone has the legal right to judge the Church; as the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world, Jesus alone has the legal right to judge the world; as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Jesus alone has the legal right to rule and reign over mankind eternally.

C. Third Theme (Supportive) - The Crucified Life of the Believer (Preparing Oneself for Jesus' Second Coming) - Introduction- The third theme of each book of the New Testament is a call by the author for the reader to apply the central truth, or claim, laid down in the book to the Christian life. It is a call to a lifestyle of crucifying the flesh and taking up one's Cross daily to follow Jesus. Every child of God has been predestined to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ ( Romans 8:29), and every child of God faces challenges as well as failures in the pursuit of his Christian journey. For example, the imperative theme of the Old Testament is that God's children are to serve the Lord God with all of their heart, mind, and strength, and love their neighbour as themselves ( Deuteronomy 6:4-5).

The child of God cannot fulfill his divine destiny of being conformed into the image of Jesus without yielding himself and following the plan of redemption that God avails to every human being. This 4-fold, redemptive path is described in Romans 8:29-30 as predestination, calling, justification, and glorification. The phase of justification can be further divided into regeneration, indoctrination, divine service, and perseverance. Although each individual will follow a unique spiritual journey in life, the path is the same in principle for every believer since it follows the same divine pattern described above. This allows us to superimpose one of three thematic schemes upon each book of the Holy Scriptures in order to vividly see its imperative theme. Every book follows a literary structure that allows either (1) the three-fold scheme of Father, Song of Solomon , and Holy Spirit: or (2) the scheme of spirit, soul, and body of man; or (3) the scheme of predestination, calling, justification (regeneration, indoctrination, divine service, and perseverance), and glorification in some manner.

1. The Third, Imperative Theme of the Book of Revelation - The third theme of the book of Revelation is an emphasis on how to apply the doctrinal truths laid down in the revelation given to John the apostle to the Christian life. It is a life of crucifying the flesh and taking up our Cross daily to follow Him. The believer reflects this crucified life in Revelation by sanctifying himself in expectation of Jesus' Second Coming.


Figure 1 - The Themes of the Book of Revelation

IX. Literary Structure
It is important to note that the literary structure of the book of Revelation is similar to that of John's Gospel. Both place emphasis upon the revelation of who Jesus Christ is. John's Gospel reveals Him as the Son of God who purchased our redemption. Also, John uses the number seven within the structures of his writings. John's Gospel can be divided according to the seven feasts around which Jesus' ministry is focused. And during each of the seven feasts Jesus Christ performs a miracle that demonstrates to the Jews that He is the Son of God. However, during the seventh feast, the final Passover which records the death, burial and resurrection of our Lord, John reveals seven Old Testament prophecies that are fulfilled during His Passion 

Interpreting the Symbolism in Revelation - In order to properly interpret this symbolic story, it is best to summarize the characters, settings and plot, which are the primary elements that make up a story. In this summary, there are several important similes and metaphors listed below with their figurative interpretation of a Christian's relationship with Christ Jesus.

The Characters - The book of Revelation reveals several important characters: the lamb, the woman, the harlot, and the dragon. The mountains would represent kingdoms, and the horns would represent the rulers over those kingdoms.

1. The Lamb ( Revelation 5:6; Revelation 5:8; Revelation 5:12-13; Revelation 6:1; Revelation 6:16; Revelation 7:9-10; Revelation 7:14, Revelation 17 : Revelation 12:11; Revelation 13:11; Revelation 14:1; Revelation 14:4; Revelation 14:10; Revelation 15:3; Revelation 17:14 (twice); Revelation 19:7; Revelation 19:9; Revelation 21:14; Revelation 21:22-23; Revelation 22:1; Revelation 22:3) - The primary character in the book of Revelation is the "Lamb that was slain". It is generally agreed that the Lamb symbolizes Jesus Christ. The word "lamb" is used 27 times in the book of Revelation , referring to Jesus Christ on all but one occasion ( Revelation 13:8). John refers to Jesus as the Lamb of God in his Gospel ( John 1:29; John 1:36).

2. The Dragon ( Revelation 12:3-4; Revelation 12:7 (twice), 9, 13, 16, 17; Revelation 13:2; Revelation 13:4; Revelation 13:11; Revelation 16:13; Revelation 20:2) - Revelation 20:2 interpret the dragon to be symbolic of "that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan". In this book the dragon is the evil one who opposes God and the Lamb in the story of Revelation. Satan was first referred to a serpent in the story of the Fall in Genesis 3:1-24.

3. The Woman ( Revelation 12:1; Revelation 12:4; Revelation 12:6; Revelation 12:13-17) - The woman that flees from the dragon is frequently understood as the nation of Israel that gave birth to the Messiah by some and as the Church by others. Both Israel and the Church ( 2 Corinthians 11:2) have biblical metaphors describing them as brides espoused to God and Christ.

2 Corinthians 11:2, "For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ."

4. The Child- 
5. The Harlot- 
6. The Horns- 
7. The First Beast- 
8. The Second Beast- 
The Settings - 
1. The Mountains ( Revelation 17:9) - In Revelation 17:9 the mountains clearly refer to the kingdoms of this world, over which the harlot sits and controls.

2. The Seas ( Revelation 13:1) - The beast comes up out of the sea ( Revelation 13:1).

The Plot - The book of Revelation will reveal Jesus Christ from a three-fold aspect. We find this three-fold revelation of Jesus Christ in Revelation 1:5, "And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth." Jesus was a faithful witness for God the Father during His earthly ministry; for He testified of the Father. He was faithful unto death, and became the first begotten from the dead at His glorious Resurrection. When He entered Heaven, He was rightfully crowned "Ruler of the kings of the earth." John the apostle will use this three-fold revelation of Jesus Christ to structure the book of Revelation.

The phrase "the revelation of Jesus Christ" ( Revelation 1:1) refers to the fact that the book of Revelation will reveal Jesus Christ in three of His offices and ministries during the last days. In particular, Revelation 1-3will reveal Jesus Christ in His office as Head of the Church, in which passages He will be judging the Church in order to prepare it for His Second Coming to receive it in the form of the Rapture. As Head of the Church He has the authority to judge His body. Revelation 4:1 to Revelation 19:10 reveals Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God slain from the foundation of the world. This title gives Him the authority to judge the world in preparation for His Second Coming at the end of the Great Tribulation Period, for He alone is worthy to open the seals of the book that contains God's judgment upon this earth for crucifying God's Son. Revelation 19:11 to Revelation 22:5 reveals Jesus Christ as the King of Kings, who will reign on earth at the time of His Coming. Finally, Jesus' eternal existence is revealed in His name given in the opening and closing of the book ( Revelation 1:8; Revelation 22:13), which is "the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last". Thus, the book of Revelation is indeed a revelation of Jesus Christ as He serves in His offices related to His Second Coming, all of which offices are made possible by His eternal nature as God made flesh.

1. Who Was (The Faithful Witness) Before His Second Coming ( Revelation 1:4 to Revelation 3:22) - In Revelation 1:4 to Revelation 3:22 Jesus Christ is revealed as the Head of the Church who serves as the Faithful Witness in order to judge the seven churches as He prepares them for His Second Coming. Note that the Rapture of the Church is not described since the emphasis is being placed upon Jesus' role in getting the Church ready for this event. Each message to the seven churches warns those who are not ready that they will have to go through the Tribulation Period.

2. Who Is (The Lamb of God That Was Slain) During His Second Coming ( Revelation 4:1 to Revelation 19:10) - In Revelation 4:1 to Revelation 19:10 Jesus Christ is revealed as the Lamb slain from the foundation of the earth who alone is found worthy to open the seven seals that will judge the earth and prepare it for His Second Coming. It is this description of the Son of God that justifies God's divine wrath upon the earth in this section; for a fallen humanity had crucified Him on Calvary, and vengeance was certain. There will be seven trumpets, three woes, and seven bowls.

3. Who is to Come (The King of Kings) After His Second Coming ( Revelation 19:11 to Revelation 22:5) - In Revelation 19:11 to Revelation 22:5 Jesus Christ is revealed as the King of Kings who goes forth to conquer the kings of the earth during the final day of the Seven-Year Tribulation.

These three major divisions will be marked by the statement that "a door was opened in heaven."

Revelation 4:1, "After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter."

Revelation 19:11, "And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war."

4. I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last ( Revelation 1:8; Revelation 21:1 to Revelation 22:21) - Preceding and following this threefold revelation of Jesus Christ is the revelation of His external existence as the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last. Just as the foundational theme of John's Gospel declares that Jesus is the begotten of the Father, the book of Revelation is undergirded by the revelation of Jesus Christ as the Alpha and Omega.

John also uses the number seven throughout the book of Revelation to signify the divine intervention of God upon the earth. For example, throughout the Old Testament, seven years of famine was indicative of divine judgment upon a land. John's Apocalypse gives us the opening of seven seal by the Lamb that was slain from the foundation of the world. In opening these seven seals, Jesus Christ testifies to the world that He is the Son of God. During the opening of the seventh and final seal, there are seven trumpet blasts that take place. 

X. Outline of Book
The following outline is a summary of the preceding literary structure; thus, it reflects the theological framework of the book of Revelation: its purpose, its three-fold thematic scheme, and its literary structure. As a result, this outline offers sermon sections that fit together into a single message that can be used by preachers and teachers to guide a congregation or class through the book of Revelation. This journey through Revelation will lead believers into one aspect of conformity to the image of Christ Jesus that was intended by the Lord, which in this book of the Holy Scriptures is to prepare Christians to sanctify themselves in expectation of Jesus' Second Coming.

I. Introduction— Revelation 1:1-3
II. Jesus Revealed as the Head of the Church— Revelation 1:4 to Revelation 3:22
A. John's Salutation to the 7 Churches— Revelation 1:4-8
B. John's Reason for Writing— Revelation 1:9-20
C. Letters to the Seven Churches— Revelation 2:1 to Revelation 3:22
1. Letter to Ephesus— Revelation 2:1-7
2. Letter to Smyrna— Revelation 2:8-11
3. Letter to Pergamos— Revelation 2:12-17
4. Letter to Thyatira— Revelation 2:18-29
5. Letter to Sardis— Revelation 3:1-6
6. Letter to Philadelphia— Revelation 3:7-13
7. Letter to Laodicea— Revelation 3:14-22
III. Jesus Revealed as the Lamb of God— Revelation 4:1 to Revelation 19:10
A. A Vision of Heaven— Revelation 4:1 to Revelation 5:14
1. The Throne of God— Revelation 4:1-11
2. The Lamb that was Slain— Revelation 5:1-14
B. Opening of the 7 Seals and Sounding 7 Trumpets— Revelation 6:1 to Revelation 11:19
1. The First Seal — Revelation 6:1-2
2. The Second Seal— Revelation 6:3-4
3. The Third Seal— Revelation 6:5-6
4. The Fourth Seal— Revelation 6:7-8
5. The Fifth Seal— Revelation 6:9-11
6. The Sixth Seal— Revelation 6:12 to Revelation 7:17
a) The Sixth Seal Opened— Revelation 6:12-17
b) Israel is Sealed— Revelation 7:1-8
c) Those Saved in the Tribulation — Revelation 7:9-17
7. The Seventh Seal— Revelation 8:1 to Revelation 11:19
a) The Opening of the Seventh Seal— Revelation 8:1-6
b) The First Trumpet Sounds— Revelation 8:7
c) The Second Trumpet Sounds— Revelation 8:8-9
d) The Third Trumpet Sounds— Revelation 8:10-11
e) The Fourth Trumpet Sounds— Revelation 8:12
f) The Announcement of Last 3Trumpets— Revelation 8:13
g) The Fifth Trumpet Sounds (1st Woe)— Revelation 9:1-12
h) The Sixth Trumpet Sounds (2nd Woe) — Revelation 9:13 to Revelation 11:14
i) The Sixth Trumpet— Revelation 9:13-21
ii) The Little Book — Revelation 10:1-11
iii) The Two Witnesses— Revelation 11:1-14
i) The Seventh Trumpet Sounds (3rd Woe)— Revelation 11:15-19
C. Israel's Role in the Tribulation Period— Revelation 12:1-17
D. The Two Beasts— Revelation 13:1-18
1. The Beast from the Sea— Revelation 13:1-10
2. The Beast from the Earth— Revelation 13:11-18
E. The Harvest and the Winepress— Revelation 14:1-20
F. The Seven Bowls of Plagues— Revelation 15:1 to Revelation 16:21
G. The Babylon— and Its Fall— Revelation 17:1 to Revelation 19:10
1. Babylon as an Earthly Institution— Revelation 17:1-18
2. The Fall of Babylon— Revelation 18:1-24
3. Heaven's Praises for Babylon's Fall— Revelation 19:1-10
IV. Jesus Revealed as the King of Kings— Revelation 19:11 to Revelation 22:5
A. Christ on the White Horse— Revelation 19:11-21
B. The Millennial Reign of Christ Jesus— Revelation 20:1-10
C. The Great White Throne Judgment— Revelation 20:11-15
D. The Heavenly Jerusalem— Revelation 21:1 to Revelation 22:5
V. Conclusion— Revelation 22:6-21 
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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-3 

The Introduction to the Book of Revelation - John 1:1-3 serves as the introduction to the book of Revelation. It may have been written by the apostle John himself, but since these opening verses refer to him in the third person, it may well have been added by his disciples in order to prepare this document as a circular letter. For example, these disciples may have added words that John himself used in introducing this Revelation to the churches.

The Direct Words of Jesus Christ- G. Campbell Morgan notes how the book of Revelation was written by the apostle, not by non-visionary inspiration as were the Gospels and New Testament epistles, but by direct communication in a divine vision between the Lord Jesus Christ and the apostle John himself. Thus, this book contains the last words of the Lord Jesus Christ to one of the Twelve apostles. 25] 

25] G. Campbell Morgan, A First Century Message to Twentieth Century Christians: Addressed Based Upon the Seven Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia (New York: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1902), 7.

Revelation 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John:
Revelation 1:1 — "The Revelation of Jesus Christ" - Comments - "The Revelation" - The word "revelation" does not mean something that is hidden, but rather, something that is revealed. The book of Revelation is not the book of hidden mysteries not to be revealed, but rather, the unfolding of the events of the last days that will usher God's children into eternity. It is God's intent that we understand this glorious book and not lay it aside as being too difficult to understand. This is why this same verse says, "to show (or reveal) unto His servants," and why Jesus will tell John , "Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein." ( Revelation 1:3) Thus, we must understand this revelation in order to keep the words written in it.

"of Jesus Christ" - Some commentators and scholars entitle this book "The Revelation of John the Apostle." However, this is in fact the revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ. Since the underlying theme of the book of Revelation is the glorification of the Church, the phrase "the revelation of Jesus Christ" more specifically refers to His Second Coming, when He will reveal Himself to the Church and to the world in all of His Glory. The book of Revelation is structured around the events leading up to His Second Coming. We find this same Greek phrase used three other times in the New Testament as a reference to His Second Coming, sometimes being translated into English as "the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ," or "the appearing of Jesus Christ."

1 Corinthians 1:7, "So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:"

1 Peter 1:7, "That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:"

1 Peter 1:13, "Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;"

"The Revelation of Jesus Christ" - This book is given a title by the author, "A Revelation of Jesus Christ." In addition, the phrase "the revelation of Jesus Christ" refers to the fact that the book of Revelation will reveal Jesus Christ in three of His offices and ministries during the last days. In particular, Revelation 1-3will reveal Jesus Christ in His office as Head of the Church, in which passages He will be judging the Church in order to prepare it for His Second Coming to receive it in the form of the Rapture. As Head of the Church He has the authority to judge His body. Revelation 4:1 to Revelation 19:10 reveals Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God slain from the foundation of the world. This title gives Him the authority to judge the world in preparation for His Second Coming at the end of the Great Tribulation Period, for He alone is worthy to open the seals of the book that contains God's judgment upon this earth for crucifying God's Son. Revelation 19:11 to Revelation 22:5 reveals Jesus Christ as the King of Kings, who will reign on earth at the time of His Coming. Thus, the book of Revelation is indeed a revelation of Jesus Christ as He serves in His offices related to His Second Coming. 

The book of Revelation will reveal additional aspects of His divinity. To the Church Jesus Christ is also revealed as the Faithful Witness, the First Begotten from the Dead, the eternal Son of God, the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End, who judges the Church to make it read as His bride, and who is coming again in clouds of glory ( Revelation 1:4 to Revelation 3:22). The Gospel of John also reveals the divine character of Jesus Christ as the Son of God. The Synoptic Gospels have revealed Jesus Christ as the Messiah and King of the Jews (Matthew), as the Miracle-Worker (Mark) and as the Saviour of the World (Luke). The epistles have revealed Jesus as the Head of the Church, the Shepherd of the Sheep as well as our Great Intercessor. However, the book of Revelation emphasizes Jesus' ministry related to His Second Coming in order to rule and reign on earth eternally.

Revelation 1:1 — "to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass" - Comments- The purpose of this revelation to John is to show what things are soon going to happen on this earth. By its very nature apocalyptic literature was written to those who were being persecuted by ruling powers. Therefore, the urgency of its prophetic message and the element of time are important in order to give its readers hope. John introduces his letters to the seven churches by saying that he was their brother and companion in their present tribulation ( Revelation 1:9).

Revelation 1:9, " 1 John , who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ."

The book of Revelation closes with an urgent statement, saying, "the time is at hand" ( Revelation 22:10), and "behold, I come quickly" ( Revelation 22:12), and "Surely, I come quickly" ( Revelation 22:20).

The recipients are "His servants," Christians. In other words, this revelation was not just to John the apostle or the early Church. This revelation is for all believers of all ages to study and to understand.

Revelation 1:2 Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw.
Revelation 1:2 — "Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ" - Comments- In the opening verse that God gave the word to John the apostle. This Word of God became a Revelation , or a testimony, of Jesus Christ. This phrase will be used again in Revelation 1:9 and Revelation 6:9.

Revelation 1:9, " 1 John , who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ."

Revelation 6:9, "And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:"

Revelation 1:3 Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.
Revelation 1:3 — "Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy" - Comments- The reader is singular and they that hear are plural. In those times, there were fewer books and less people who could read. Song of Solomon , one who could read would read aloud to his hearers.

Some scholars see this phrase particularly referring to the practice of the public reading of God's Word, which was practiced by the early Church and which goes back to the time of Moses and even Joshua. Moses commanded this public reading to be done every seven years. These leaders of Israel read to the people in order that they might understand God's ways. 

Deuteronomy 31:10-11, "And Moses commanded them, saying, At the end of every seven years, in the solemnity of the year of release, in the feast of tabernacles, When all Israel is come to appear before the LORD thy God in the place which he shall choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their hearing."

Joshua 8:34-35, "And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessings and cursings, according to all that is written in the book of the law. There was not a word of all that Moses commanded, which Joshua read not before all the congregation of Israel, with the women, and the little ones, and the strangers that were conversant among them."

The Scriptures reveal that Ezra and Nehemiah carried on this custom of the public reading of Scriptures.

Nehemiah 8:1-3, "And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street that was before the water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded to Israel. And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of men and women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the seventh month. And he read therein before the street that was before the water gate from the morning until midday, before the men and the women, and those that could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive unto the book of the law."

During Ezra's time, the Scriptures were interpreted for the people in order that they could have full understanding of the Hebrew language, who were now speaking Aramaic.

Nehemiah 8:8, "So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading."

During the inter-biblical period, the priests began to read and exhort from the Scriptures in the Jewish synagogues. We see Jesus not only reading the Scriptures publicly in Luke 4:14-30, but exhorting and teaching the people publicly out of the Scriptures.

During the time of Timothy, the apostolic writings began to be read at church gatherings along with the Old Testament Scriptures. As a result, these writings began to hold equal authority to the Old Testament Scriptures. Thus, we see in 1 Timothy 4:13 the beginning of the canonization of the New Testament Scriptures.

1 Timothy 4:13, "Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine."

Now here, several decades later in John's writings, we see in Revelation 1:3 a reference to public reading as it became established in the churches of Asia Minor:

Revelation 1:3 — "for the time is at hand" - Comments- The author tells us that the time for these events to occur is "at hand", or "near". What events that are approaching so quickly is this verse referring to? Note that this book was written two thousand (2000) years ago, yet the time is near. Many scholars suggest that the letters to the seven churches refer to seven periods of Church history that begin with the death of the last apostle John and end with the Rapture of the Church two thousand years later. This would be one way to explain the use of the phrase in Revelation 1:3, "the time is at hand".

Revelation 1:3 — Comments- There are blessings bestowed upon the readers and hearers and doers of the Word of this prophecy. Note that the hearers of this word are also to become doers (See James 1:19-27). The blessings of God come after doing three things: reading, hearing, taking heed to what has been heard. Like in all the Scriptures, the blessings come by reaping what we have sown, when one obeys God's Word as a sower of that Word. This pattern of blessings is not unique to Revelation , but is found throughout the Holy Scriptures.



Verses 4-8 

John's Salutation to the Seven Churches - Revelation 1:4-8 gives us John's salutation to the seven churches in Asia Minor.

Revelation 1:4 John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which Isaiah , and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;
Revelation 1:4 — "John" - Comments- The writer of this revelation is John the apostle who was overseeing the churches of Asia Minor founded by Paul. God used John to write the Gospel that revealed Jesus Christ as the Son of God.

Revelation 1:4 — "to the seven churches which are in Asia" - Comments- John uses the number seven throughout the book of Revelation to signify the divine intervention of God upon the earth. Thus, the seven churches in Asia listed in Revelation 2-3are the work of God. These churches are the recipients of John's message and are mentioned here by name:

1. Letter to Ephesus — Revelation 2:1-7
2. Letter to Smyrna — Revelation 2:8-11
3. Letter to Pergamos — Revelation 2:12-17
4. Letter to Thyatira — Revelation 2:18-29
5. Letter to Sardis — Revelation 3:1-6
6. Letter to Philadelphia — Revelation 3:7-13
7. Letter to Laodicea — Revelation 3:14-22
Revelation 1:4 — "Grace be unto you, and peace" - Comments- These blessings of grace and peace from God must surely come upon those who read God's Word. The depth of these words is vast. Much study is required.

Revelation 1:4 — "from him which Isaiah , and which was, and which is to come" - Comments- In Revelation 1:4 John is referring to God the Father. In the phrase "from him which Isaiah , and which was, and which is to come," John is describing an immortal, eternal God from the human perspective of time as man envisions Him: for God does not dwell within the realm of time nor space, but in eternity. Thus, He can dwell in the past, present and future as one time. Throughout the Scriptures, each book of the Bible describes God in a way that fits the theme of each book. Thus, the book of Revelation opens with a description of God who encounters mankind, who lives in the realm of time. This is because this last book of the Bible places emphasis upon the element of time within its prophetic message. Note that we have already had two references to this element of time in the opening verses: "things which must shortly come to pass" ( Revelation 1:1), and "for the time is at hand" ( Revelation 1:3). The book closes with the phrase "the time is at hand" ( Revelation 22:10). Thus, we see a clear emphasis upon a prophetic timeline that is presented within the book of Revelation. Thus, John describes God from the perspective of a prophetic time.

Revelation 1:4 — "and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne" - Comments- As in the book of Ezekiel , these spirits are those who are sent forth to set in motion the prophetic events described in the book of Revelation. However, Hilton Sutton says that these seven spirits first mentioned in Revelation 1:4 represent the Holy Spirit. He says that there are seven spirits mentioned in Revelation 1:4; Revelation 4:5 because they represent the diverse nature of the Holy Spirit. 27] If this is the proper interpretation, then it is important to note that this is the first time that the Holy Spirit is represented as being before the throne of God. Sutton suggests that this means the Holy Spirit has completed his assignment upon the earth. When Jesse Duplantis was caught up into Heaven, he saw the throne of God and he met Jesus. When he asked where the Holy Spirit was, the reply given was that the Holy Spirit was still on earth as this time. 28] Therefore, Sutton suggests that these seven spirits represent the fact that the Holy Spirit has completed His work and has now returned to Heaven with the Rapture of the Church and is manifesting Himself as seven spirits.

27] Hilton Sutton, Revelation: God's Grand Finale (Tulsa, Oklahoma, c 1984), 30.

28] Jesse Duplantis, Heaven Close Encounters of the God Kind (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Harrison House, 1996), 118-9.

Revelation 4:5, "And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God."

If we believe that the Holy Spirit is omnipresent when dwelling with the saints of God upon the earth, then it is possible for Him to represent Himself as seven spirits before God's throne.

We also observe how Revelation 1:4-5 lists God, the seven Spirits and Jesus Christ as the Ones who are sending this revelation to John the apostle. Having sent this message by His angel ( Revelation 1:1), we can gather from the context of this passage that John is referring to the Trinity. Thus, the seven Spirits is a reference to the Holy Spirit. 

Revelation 1:4 — Comments- In a similar way that the early apostles were instructed by Jesus to let their peace come upon the home of their host ( Matthew 10:13), so did Paul the apostle opening every one of his thirteen New Testament epistles with a blessing of God's peace and grace upon his readers. Peter, John and Jude do the same in their epistles. We find this blessing in the book of Revelation. Matthew 10:13 shows that you can bless a house by speaking God"s peace upon it.

Matthew 10:13, "And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you."

This practice of speaking blessings upon God's children may have its roots in the Priestly blessing of Numbers 6:22-27, where God instructed Moses to have the priests speak a blessing upon the children of Israel. We see in Ruth 2:4 that this blessing became a part of the Jewish culture when greeting people. Boaz blessed his workers in the field and his reapers replied with a blessing.

Ruth 2:4, "And, behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers, The LORD be with you. And they answered him, The LORD bless thee."

We also see this practiced by the king in 2 Samuel 15:20 where David says, "mercy and truth be with thee".

2 Samuel 15:20, "Whereas thou camest but yesterday, should I this day make thee go up and down with us? seeing I go whither I may, return thou, and take back thy brethren: mercy and truth be with thee."

Song of Solomon , this word of blessing was a part of the Hebrew and Jewish culture. This provides us the background as to why Paul was speaking a blessing upon the church at Rome, especially that God would grant them more of His grace and abiding peace that they would have otherwise not known.

Song of Solomon , this word of blessing was a part of the Hebrew and Jewish culture. This provides us the background as to why John was speaking a blessing on the seven churches of Asia Minor, especially that God would grant them more of His grace and abiding peace that they would have otherwise not known. In faith, we too, can receive this same blessing into our lives. John actually pronounces and invokes a blessing of divine grace and peace upon his readers with these words, "Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ." I do not believe this blessing is unconditional, but rather conditional. In other words, it is based upon the response of his hearers. The more they obey these divine truths laid forth in this epistle, the more God's grace and peace is multiplied in their lives. We recall how the children of Israel entered the Promised Land, with six tribes standing upon Mount Gerizim to bless the people and six tribes upon Mount Ebal to curse the disobedient ( Deuteronomy 27:11-26). Thus, the blessings and curses of Deuteronomy 28:1-68 were placed upon the land. All who obeyed the Law received these blessings, and all who disobeyed received this list of curses. In the same way John invokes a blessing into the body of Christ for all who will hearken unto the divine truths of this epistle.

We see this obligation of the recipients in Beck's translation of 2 Peter 1:2, "As you know God and our Lord Jesus, may you enjoy more and more of His love and peace."

Revelation 1:5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,
Revelation 1:5 — "And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth" - Comments- Revelation 1:5 reveals the three-fold revelation of Jesus' office and ministry in His Second Coming and final triumph over Satan. He will be revealed as the faithful witness ( Revelation 1:9 to Revelation 3:22), and the first begotten of the dead ( Revelation 4:1 to Revelation 19:10), and the prince of the kings of the earth ( Revelation 19:11 to Revelation 20:15). Jesus was a faithful witness for God the Father during His earthly ministry; for He testified of the Father. He was faithful unto death, and became the first begotten from the dead at His glorious Resurrection. When He returns the second time to rule and reign from Jerusalem He will be crowned "Ruler of the kings of the earth". John the apostle will use this three-fold revelation of Jesus Christ to structure the book of Revelation. In Revelation 1-3Jesus Christ will be the faithful witness to the seven churches. In Revelation 4:1 to Revelation 19:10 we find Jesus Christ as the Lamb slain from the foundation of the earth, who is found worthy to open the seven seals that will judge the earth. In Revelation 19:11 to Revelation 22:5 Jesus is revealed as the King of Kings who goes forth to conquer the kings of the earth.

Revelation 1:5 — "Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood" - Comments- This is a reference to Jesus Christ and His atoning death on Calvary, and the motive of love that caused Him to suffer such anguish for a lost and dying world.

Revelation 1:5 — Comments- The book of Revelation will now place emphasis upon Jesus' office and ministry as the soon conquering king. He has been the Word of God in creation, our Redeemer on Calvary and the Head of the Church. Now He comes as the King of kings to rule the nations of the earth. His office as King of kings brings His people into a similar office as they serve Him. Thus, Revelation 1:6 describes His church as "kings and priests unto God". 

Revelation 1:6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Revelation 1:6 — "And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father" - Comments- The phrase "kings and priests" is also stated in Revelation 5:10. As kings, the saints have authority now on earth ( Ecclesiastes 8:4). It does not matter how insignificant you may appear to be on your job or to the world. If you are Christian, you have supernatural authority through your spoken word. Song of Solomon , "speak thou the things which become sound doctrine." ( Titus 2:1).

Revelation 5:10, "And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth."

Ecclesiastes 8:4, "Where the word of a king Isaiah , there is power: and who may say unto him, What doest thou?"

Revelation 1:6 — "to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen" - Comments- The phrase "for ever and ever" is used throughout the Scriptures. In the Greek this phrase literally reads, "unto the ages of ages." An age would be equivalent to a particular era or period in the history of mankind. For example, the phrase "time of the Gentiles" ( Romans 11:25) refers to the period in which Gentile nations began to dominate the earth after the fall of Israel with the Babylonian Captivity. Thus, this Greek phrase refers to such "ages" in the past and implies that there will be "ages" to come in the future after we enter Heaven.

Revelation 1:4-6 — Comments - The Trinity in Heaven- Note that there are three sources of God"s grace and peace to the seven churches (and to us also). This grace is given to the Church as each member of the Trinity fulfills their office and ministry.

1. From God the Father "who is (present), who was (past), and who is coming (future)."

2. From the Holy Spirit, called "the seven spirits before His throne." 

3. From Jesus Christ:

a. A faithful witness

b. The first born from dead

c. The Ruler of the Kingdoms of earth

This description of the Trinity in Revelation 1:4-5 reflects how we will see and understand the Trinity in Heaven, and ourselves as redeemed from sin and servants of God ( Revelation 1:6). We will see God on His throne dwelling in eternity, and the Holy Spirit as the seven Spirits before His throne, and Jesus Christ as the ruler over all nations.

Revelation 1:5-6 — Comments- Summary of Christ's Redemption for Mankind- Revelation 1:5-6 gives us three things that summarize our redemption.

1. He presently loves us.

2. He loosed us from our sin by His atoning death on the Cross.

3. He made us a kingdom of priests who serve Go. We ourselves are a kingdom, a kingdom of priest, intercessors from nations around the world and Jesus is the Ruler, our King ( Revelation 1:5). 

It was God's love that moved Him to send His Son to pay for our sins. It was Jesus' work on Calvary that washed away our sins. Our redemption made us kings and priests unto God. Thus, Revelation 1:5-6 describes the saints of God in the way that they will appear in Heaven. Our redemption through God's love will be celebrated forever as we rule and reign as kings and priests unto God. This describes our office and ministry in Glory in the same way that Revelation 1:4 gives us a brief glimpse into how we will perceive the Trinity in Heaven.

Revelation 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even Song of Solomon , Amen.
Revelation 1:7 — "Behold, he cometh with clouds" - Comments- The book of Daniel portrays the Messiah riding on a cloud ( Daniel 7:13). The eschatological passages of the New Testament tell us that Jesus Christ will come to earth a second time riding upon a cloud ( Matthew 24:30; Matthew 26:64, Mark 13:26; Mark 14:62, Luke 21:27, 1 Thessalonians 4:17, Revelation 1:7). This cloud of heaven may be likened to a royal chariot, horse or palanquin upon which ancient kings often rode. These royal vehicles were often preceded by forerunners, men who ran before the king to announce his coming. We see such a scene when Elijah ran before Ahab's chariot ( 1 Kings 18:46). The Song of Solomon 3:6-11 describes a wedding processional with the bride in a royal palanquin perfumed with spices ( Revelation 3:6; Revelation 3:9-10), accompanied by sixty valiant men armed with swords ( Revelation 3:7-8) approaching Jerusalem.

Daniel 7:13, "I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him."

Matthew 24:30, "And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory."

Matthew 26:64, "Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven."

Mark 13:26, "And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory."

Mark 14:62, "And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven."

Luke 21:27, "And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory."

1 Thessalonians 4:17, "Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord."

Revelation 1:7, "Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even Song of Solomon , Amen."

1 Kings 18:46, "And the hand of the LORD was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel."

Revelation 1:7 — "and every eye shall see him" - Comments- Billy Graham refers to Revelation 1:7, saying that there will be a moment in the redemptive history of mankind when both sinners and saints will see the Lord Jesus Christ in all of His magnificent glory. The saints will spend eternity in His presence, but sinners will spend eternity in damnation separated from their glorious Saviour, whom they saw for only a moment in time. 29]

29] Billy Graham, "Sermon," Billy Graham Classics, Melbourne, Australia, 1959.

Revelation 1:7 — "and they also which pierced him" - Comments - There are only two other passages in the Holy Bible that refer to Jesus' pierced side. John quotes the Old Testament prophecy found in Zechariah 12:10 as one of the prophecies that Jesus fulfilled during His crucifixion. Note:

Zechariah 12:10, "And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only Song of Solomon , and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn."

John 19:31-37, "The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken. And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced."

Why are these particular people distinguished out of all of mankind in seeing Jesus come in power and authority? Note: The context is of Jesus as King (verse 5, "the prince of the kings of the earth."). Also verse 5 brings declares Jesus as a faithful witness and the first begotten from the dead. Remember that those who pierced Jesus also mocked His claim as a King. These skeptical witnesses believed that He would die and no longer be a bold witness. These witnesses of Jesus" death will see Him as having been a faithful witness until His death, His true resurrection, and His true authority as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

Revelation 1:7 — Comments - Many scholars believe that Jesus Christ will make His next appearance on earth to rapture the Church as described in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. At this time it seems that only the saints that are alive and those being resurrected will see Him as they join Him in the sky. This appearance is called the Rapture of the Church which immediately precedes the seven-year Tribulation. At the end of this terrible Tribulation Jesus Christ will not only appear, but will return and come to Jerusalem where He will rule and reign on earth with the saints for one thousand years. Thus, we have Jesus' appearing before the Tribulation and His return after the Tribulation. The description in Revelation 1:7 of all the earth seeing Him and wailing sounds like Jesus' return at the end of the Tribulation. Hilton Sutton says that Isaiah 9:6-7 is a prophecy of Jesus' return when He sets up His earthly kingdom at the end of the Tribulation period and the beginning of the thousand-year Millennium. 30]

30] Hilton Sutton, Revelation: God's Grand Finale (Tulsa, Oklahoma, c 1984), 31.

Isaiah 9:6-7, "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this." 

Scholars believe that Revelation 1:7 describes Jesus Christ's return at the end of the seven-year Tribulation period. We have a similar description in Matthew 24:30 and Zechariah 12:10.

Matthew 24:30, "And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory."

Zechariah 12:10, "And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn."

It is possible that Revelation 14:14 gives us another description of this same event.

Revelation 14:14, "And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of Prayer of Manasseh , having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle."

This verse in Revelation 1:7 clearly reveals that Jesus will avenge His crucifixion upon a depraved humanity that crucified him. All the world will mourn under His wrath and vengeance. 

Revelation 1:8 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which Isaiah , and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.
Revelation 1:8 — "I am Alpha and Omega" - Comments - The words "Alpha" and "Omega" are the first and last letter of Greek alphabet. This title represents His character as being from the beginning to the end. It means that each aspect of His character is without measure. 

Revelation 1:8 — Comments- This divine name of Jesus is given at the beginning and at the end of the book of Revelation. This gives us a hint as to its theme.

Revelation 22:13, "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last."

Revelation 1:8 — Scripture References- Note similar verses: 

Revelation 1:4, "John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which Isaiah , and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;"

Isaiah 41:4, "Who hath wrought and done it, calling the generations from the beginning? I the LORD, the first, and with the last; I am he."

Isaiah 44:6, "Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God."

Hebrews 7:3, "Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually."

Hebrews 12:2, "Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God."



Verses 4-22 

The Message to the Seven Churches of Asia Minor - Revelation 1:4 to Revelation 3:22 records Jesus' message to the seven churches of Asia Minor, a message that places emphasis upon their perseverance in the faith, and a message that reveals Jesus Christ as the Head of the Church. We know that we have moved from the General epistles, which carry the underlying theme of the perseverance of the church, and into the book of Revelation. Thus, this section of the book is transitional in that its message is directed to the Church during its closing age as we leave that theme and move into the theme of the glorification of the Church. At the time of the rapture of the Church, which immediately precedes the seven-years of tribulation, the nation of Israel takes back the center stage of man's history and plays an important role in the rest of this book.

Hilton Sutton calls the first chapter of Revelation the "cover letter" to the seven epistles that John sent to the seven churches of Asia Minor. 26] This cover letter explained to the churches how he received the vision and the reason for sending it to them. This cover letter is followed by seven letters to the seven leading churches of Asia Minor.

26] Hilton Sutton, Revelation: God's Grand Finale (Tulsa, Oklahoma, c 1984), 29.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. John's Salutation to the Seven Churches — Revelation 1:4-8
2. John's Reason for Writing — Revelation 1:9-20
3. Letters to the Seven Churches — Revelation 2:1 to Revelation 3:22


Verses 9-20 

John's Reason for Writing to the Seven Churches - In Revelation 1:9-20 John the apostle gives his reason for writing to the seven churches of Asia.

Revelation 1:9 1 John , who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
Revelation 1:9 — "for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ" - Comments- We find this phrase used in the opening verse of Revelation 1:2 and in Revelation 6:9.

Revelation 1:2, "Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw."

Revelation 6:9, "And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:"

Revelation 1:9 — Comments- It is difficult to assign an exact date to the period of John"s exile on the island of Patmos. According to ancient church history, it very likely took place in the early 90"s, during the reign of Domitian, the Roman Emperor. Philip Schaff writes:

"The time of the exile is uncertain, and depends upon the disputed question of the date of the Apocalypse. External evidence points to the reign of Domitian, A.D 95; internal evidence to the reign of Nero, or soon after his death, A.D 68. The prevailing—we may say the only distinct tradition, beginning with so respectable a witness as Irenaeus about 170, assigns the exile to the end of the reign of Domitian, who ruled from 81to 96." 31]

31] Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol 1 (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1955), 427.

Schaff later concludes from internal evidence in the book of Revelation that this exile took place during the time of Nero, perhaps in the late 60"s. 32]

32] Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol 1 (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1955), 428.

I would be inclined to believe that a number of John's ministers from the churches of Asia minor also made their way to the isle of Patmos to attend to him, if the Roman government allowed for such passage to the island. Thus, it is very likely that John was not isolated by himself during this time of exile.

Revelation 1:10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord"s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, 
Revelation 1:10 — "I was in the Spirit on the Lord"s day" - Comments- John's phrase "on the Lord's day" ( εν τη κυριακη ημερα) is unique to Scriptures and is generally understood as a reference to Sunday, the first day of the week. Because Jesus Christ rose on the first day of the week, the early Church began to meet on that day rather than on the Sabbath ( Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:2).

Acts 20:7, "And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight."

1 Corinthians 16:2, "Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come."

However, John H. Ogwyn interprets this phrase to read "in the day of the Lord," referring to "the future prophetic time that he saw in the vision" called the "Day of the Lord" in many Old Testament passages of Scripture. 33]

33] John H. Ogwyn, Revelation: The Mystery Unveiled! (Living Church of God 2003) [on-line]; accessed 19 September 2010; available from http://www.tomorrowsworld.org/media/booklets/ru.pdf; Internet, 6.

Revelation 1:10 — "and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet" - Comments- John will again hear a voice as of a trumpet in Revelation 4:1 after recording these seven letters to the churches. It is most likely the same voice of our Lord Jesus Christ that will call him up into Heaven.

Revelation 4:1, "After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter."

Revelation 1:10 — Comments- My experiences as a Christian show that it is during our greatest trials that God manifests Himself to us in the greatest ways. The greater the trial, the greater the grace that God gives to us ( 2 Corinthians 12:9). John the apostle received perhaps the greatest revelation and divine visitation during the most difficult period of his life. God will often do the same for us.

2 Corinthians 12:9, "And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me."

Revelation 1:11 Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea. 
Revelation 1:11 — "What thou seest, write in a book" - Comments- The Greek word used here for book is βιβλί ον, which means a scroll, and not χά ρτης, which means a piece of paper. Both were made out of papyrus, but the amount of material contained in the book of Revelation would not fit on a single sheet of paper. It most likely filled a normal size scroll.

Revelation 1:11 — "and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea." - Comments- We know that John the apostle was literally writing to these seven churches of Asia Minor. However, these seven churches represent all of the churches in the body of Christ.

In other words, in his Gospel, John the apostle records seven key miracles of the Lord Jesus Christ in John 2-11in order to represent the healing ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, although Jesus wrought many more miracles. He also records seven events in the Passion and Resurrection of the Lord Jesus that fulfilled Old Testament prophecy in order to represent the fulfillment of prophecy, although Jesus fulfilled many more prophecies. John also gives us seven occurrences in his Gospel where the Jews rejected Jesus and the Gentiles accepted Him. Therefore, these seven churches are representative of the entire body of Christ.

We also know from Revelation 22:16 that this message to the seven churches extends beyond the first three chapters. The message is contained in the entire book of Revelation. 

Revelation 22:16, "I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star."

Revelation 1:12 And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 
Revelation 1:12 — "And I turned to see the voice that spake with me" - Comments- John Ogwyn suggests that John the apostle turned around and looked behind him because he was standing in the future of the last days immediately before Jesus' Second Coming, so that the "Church Age" was almost ended. 34]

34] John H. Ogwyn, Revelation: The Mystery Unveiled! (Living Church of God, 2003) [on-line]; accessed 20 March 2010; available from http://www.tomorrowsworld.org/media/booklets/ru.pdf; Internet, 12.

Revelation 1:12 — "And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks" - Comments- Jesus Christ will tell John in Revelation 1:20 that the seven golden candlesticks represent the seven churches in Asia Minor that John is to send his message to. Why are churches represented in John's vision as candlesticks and not images of a congregation gathered in a church? I. Rodes says this description is used because God has ordained the institution of the church to be the light of the truth upon earth until Jesus' Second Coming. 35] The Church will play a vital role in the end times by proclaiming the Second Coming of the Saviour and eternal judgment to the world.

35] I. Rode, Studies in the Book of Revelation (Oakland, California: Eusebia Publishing Company, 1902), 6.

Revelation 1:13 And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of Prayer of Manasseh , clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 
Revelation 1:13 — Comments- As Jesus Christ stands in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks, we see the representation of how He stands continually in the midst of these seven churches in Asia Minor. 

Revelation 1:16 — "And he had in his right hand seven stars" - Comments- We are told in Revelation 1:20 that the seven stars represent the seven angels, or messengers, of the seven churches of Asia Minor.

Revelation 1:16 — "out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword" - Comments- In Julius Oyet"s heavenly vision, he says, "Every moment the Lord speaks, you feel a sharp sword of love piercing you from the center of your heart spreading to the rest of the body. It is really the voice of the Creator ever powerful as it was at creation. He speaks and things come into being." 36]

36] Julius Peter Oyet, I Visited Heaven (Kampala, Uganda: Bezalel Design Studio, 1997), 69.

Revelation 1:17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 
Revelation 1:17 — "And he laid his right hand upon me" - Comments- Jesus Christ is holding the seven stars in his right hand in the previous verse ( Revelation 1:16), despite the fact that He reaches out with this same hand to touch John the apostle. Jesus continues to be portrayed as holding these stars in his right hand in Revelation 2:1. Thus, the imagery in the book of Revelation is more allegorical than literal.

Revelation 1:18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.
Revelation 1:18 — Illustration- In the first decade of this century, B. H Carroll, the founder of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (SWBTS) in Fort Worth, Texas, was traveling out west on a train, and looking out across the Texas plains. The Lord gave him a vision of setting up a school to train young preachers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As he considered the Lord using him, he thought of his old age, his weak body and his lack of strength to perform such a task. The Lord immediately brought this verse to his heart, speaking it clearly to his spirit. He went to Baylor and urged the faculty to begin a program for training young preachers. In 1908, this program began. Shortly afterwards, he confronted the faculty about building a separate institution, a seminary. In 1910 SWBTS built its first building in Fort Worth, Texas, and opened its doors. B.H Carroll remained its president for only six short years. He died in 1914, just a few years after the seminary began classes. L.R. Scarborough, E.D. Head, J. Howard Williams, Robert E. Naylor and Russell H. Dilday, Jr. have all followed as presidents after B.H Carroll's death. Jesus is he that liveth. He was dead, and, behold he is alive forever more. This is what God can do through one man's vision from 1908-1983, for seventy-five years. SWBTS has enrolled 40 ,000 students, graduated 20 ,000 and contributed as much as half of the foreign missionaries of the Southern Baptist Convention. What a vision! 37]

37] Gary Everett, "Class Notes," in "Baptist History," Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas, Fall, 1981.

Note Romans 4:19-22, which tells us that Abraham staggered not at God's promise though His body was one hundred years old. That is letting Jesus, who is alive forever more, live through you.

Revelation 1:19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;
Revelation 1:19 — Comments- The past, present, and future tenses are used in Revelation 1:19 for John to understand that he is to record everything that he has been and will be seeing in this vision. Jesus tells John that this vision will include visions of future events that are to take place upon the earth. Therefore, we must understand that the symbolic language in the book of Revelation are intended to describe actual, historical events. 

1. "the things which thou hast seen" - Revelations Revelation 1:12-17.

2. "the things which are" - Revelations Revelation 1:20 to Revelation 3:22.

3. "the things which shall be hereafter" - Revelations Revelation 4:1 to Revelation 22:5.

Revelation 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.
Revelation 1:20 — "The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches" - Comments- Revelation 1:20 tells us that there were seven "angels" over the seven churches of Asia Minor. It is easy to become divided over whether the angels who have been placed over the seven churches refer to heavenly angels or to the pastors of these churches. The word "angels" found in Revelation 1:20 is the Greek word ά γγελος (G 32), which literally means, "one who is sent, messengers, or an envoy". We find this Greek word used in Luke 7:24; Luke 9:52 to refer to men who were sent as messengers by John the Baptist and by Jesus Himself. The Greek word was used to describe the coming of John the Baptist as a messenger sent from God in Matthew 11:10, Mark 1:2 and Luke 7:27. The word ά γγελος was frequently used in the LXX to refer to men who were sent as messengers. This word is also used in extra-biblical Greek literature to refer to men. This view that the word is referring to the local pastors may be additionally supported because of the fact that the seven letters in Revelation 2:1 to Revelation 3:22 are each addressed to the seven "messengers," which means that someone has to deliver a literal letter to the church members of these seven churches. In other words, John the apostle was told to deliver seven letters to seven "messengers," which would appear awkward if this were a reference to angelic beings. Thus, many scholars believe that the word is used in its literal sense to refer to the pastors of the churches and not angels.

In the New Testament, the word "angels" ( ά γγελος) more frequently refers to heavenly beings sent from God to speak to man than it does to humans. Therefore, many reputable scholars, such as Hilton Sutton, teach that these were heavenly angels who were assigned to watch over each of these churches. 38] We must agree that the context of the book of Revelation can allow for either interpretation. I believe it refers to the pastors of the seven churches who are to deliver a message to each of their churches.

38] Hilton Sutton, Revelation: God's Grand Finale (Tulsa, Oklahoma, c 1984), 35.

Revelation 1:20 — "and the seven candlesticks which thou sawest are the seven churches" - Comments- The seven candlesticks in Revelation 1:20 represent the seven churches of Asia Minor. They represent the presence of God and the Holy Spirit in the midst of their congregations. This is easily seen in the letter to the Ephesians ( Revelation 2:1-7) when Jesus warns that He will remove their candlestick out of its place (from the presence of God) and they will find themselves in darkness without the working of the Holy Spirit in their midst.

Revelation 2:5, "Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent."

The number seven is significant in the fact that it symbolizes divine intervention. The seven years of prosperity and of famine in the time Joseph served as testimonies that God was orchestrating these events. In a similar way, God had established seven churches in Asia Minor to which John was the elder.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-7 

The Epistle to the Church of Ephesus - The fact that Ephesus was listed first of the seven epistles to the churches in Asia Minor implies that this was the leading church in the region. To this early church history testifies. The early church fathers tell us that John the apostle lived in Ephesus during his later years after the death of Paul the apostle in order to oversee the churches established by him. In A.D 450 Ephesus was still an important center of Christianity, along with Rome, Constantinople, Chalcedon, Nicaea, Antioch, Jerusalem and Alexandria.

The church at Ephesus were busy labouring and working, but they had become purpose "driven-rather" than "presence-driven." 

Revelation 2:1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;
Revelation 2:1 — "These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks" - Comments- The different titles that Jesus gives to each of the seven churches of Asia Minor were chosen because they relate to each of His messages. Jesus tells the church of Ephesus that He is the One who holds seven stars in his right hand and walks in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks. They were told to keep their affects and love upon Him so that His presence and anointing would remain with them. He will ask this church to repent so that their candlestick will remain in place. Otherwise, He will remove their candlestick out of it place.

Revelation 2:4 Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 
Revelation 2:4 — Comments- No other writing in the Holy Bible uses the Greek word for "love" more than in the epistle to the Ephesians. It is used a total of nineteen times in its noun (10), verb (7) or adjective forms (2). Paul practically opens and closes the letter with this word ( Ephesians 1:4, Ephesians 6:24). It is not possible to understand the deep truths of Ephesians without developing a love for God and for the people of God. Thus, it is not surprising that John the apostle later rebukes them for leaving their first love.

Revelation 2:5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. 
Revelation 2:6 But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 
Revelation 2:6 — Comments- Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) makes mention of the heretical sect of the Nicolaitans in his Ecclesiastical History. He tells us that Nicolaus, the founder of the sect of the Nicolaitans that is referred to in Revelation 2:6; Revelation 2:15 as a heresy, used his beautiful wife to entice believers to commit fornication. Note:

"At this time the Song of Solomon -called sect of the Nicolaitans made its appearance and lasted for a very short time. Mention is made of it in the Apocalypse of John. They boasted that the author of their sect was Nicolaus, one of the deacons who, with Stephen, were appointed by the apostles for the purpose of ministering to the poor. Clement of Alexandria, in the third book of his Stromata, relates the following things concerning him. "They say that he had a beautiful wife, and after the ascension of the Saviour, being accused by the apostles of jealousy, he led her into their midst and gave permission to any one that wished to marry her. For they say that this was in accord with that saying of his, that one ought to abuse the flesh. And those that have followed his heresy, imitating blindly and foolishly that which was done and said, commit fornication without shame. But I understand that Nicolaus had to do with no other woman than her to whom he was married, and that, so far as his children are concerned, his daughters continued in a state of virginity until old age, and his son remained uncorrupt. If this is Song of Solomon , when he brought his wife, whom he jealously loved, into the midst of the apostles, he was evidently renouncing his passion; and when he used the expression, "to abuse the flesh," he was inculcating self-control in the face of those pleasures that are eagerly pursued. For I suppose that, in accordance with the command of the Saviour, he did not wish to serve two masters, pleasure and the Lord. But they say that Matthias also taught in the same manner that we ought to fight against and abuse the flesh, and not give way to it for the sake of pleasure, but strengthen the soul by faith and knowledge." So much concerning those who then attempted to pervert the truth, but in less time than it has taken to tell it became entirely extinct." (Ecclesiastical History 3291-4) 

Revelation 2:7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.
Revelation 2:7 — "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God" - Word Study on "paradise" - Strong says the Greek word παρά δεισος (G 3857) ("paradise") is of Oriental origin. BDAG says it is derived from the Old Persian language and meant, "enclosure." The Greek historian Xenophon (430-354 B.C.) uses the word παρά δεισος to describe beautiful Persian gardens and enclosures (Anabasis 127, 9; 1410; 2414). 42] The Jewish historian Josephus (A.D 37-100) uses it in the same context to describe the gardens of King David. 43] In the New Testament, it appears to be a synonym for Heaven. This Greek word is only used three times in the New Testament ( Luke 23:43, 2 Corinthians 12:4, Revelation 2:7). All three uses describe a literal place, which we also call Heaven.

42] William Barrack, Lexicon to Xenophone's Anabasis for the Use of Schools (London: Longmans, Green, and Co, 1872), 105.

43] Josephus writes, "Now Adonijah had prepared a supper out of the city, near the fountain that was in the king's paradise…" (Antiquities 7144)

Luke 23:43, "And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise."

2 Corinthians 12:4, "How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter."

Revelation 2:7, "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God."

Comments- In the Garden of Eden, God tests man's love and devotion to Him by asking Adam and Eve not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Here in Revelation 2:1-7 God asks for the Ephesians to love Him first above all else, and will reward them by restoring them to the Paradise of God.



Verses 1-22 

The Seven Letters to the Churches of Asia Minor (John as Overseer of the Churches) - Revelation 2:1 to Revelation 3:22 record the messages that Jesus Christ gave to John the apostle while on the Isle of Patmos to deliver to seven churches of Asia Minor. We see in the Revelation of John that Jesus appears to John and gives him messages for seven churches. The fact that Jesus would give these messages to John , and not another, to deliver to the seven churches is a likely indication that John was overseeing these churches.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Letter to Ephesus — Revelation 2:1-7
2. Letter to Smyrna — Revelation 2:8-11
3. Letter to Pergamos — Revelation 2:12-17
4. Letter to Thyatira — Revelation 2:18-29
5. Letter to Sardis — Revelation 3:1-6
6. Letter to Philadelphia — Revelation 3:7-13
7. Letter to Laodicea — Revelation 3:14-22
Historical Setting- Why would John be ministering to these churches, which were founded by Paul the apostle? Early church historians tell us that John the apostle became the under-shepherd of these churches after the death of Paul the apostle. After Christ ascended, church historians tell us that John the apostle remained in Jerusalem and cared for the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ until her death about fifteen years after the Crucifixion of Jesus. Adam Clarke writes:

"John was banished by the Roman emperor, Domitian, to the isle of Patmos, in the Aegean Sea: but his successor Nerva having recalled all the exiles banished by Domitian, John returned to Ephesus, where he died, aged upward of one hundred years. The holy Virgin is said to have lived with him till her death, which took place about fifteen years after the crucifixion." 39]

39] Adam Clarke, The Preacher's Manual: including Clavis Biblica and A Letter to a Methodist Preacher (New York: G. Lane and P. P. Sanford, 1842), 37.

Church history tells us that John the apostle moved to Asia Minor, probably Ephesus, at some point after the death of Mary the mother of our Lord. There is no record of when John the apostle moved from Jerusalem to Asia Minor and the city of Ephesus. Philip Schaff says that it was probably not before the death of Paul around A.D 63, since there are no references to John in Paul"s letters to his churches in Asia Minor. He supposes that the death of Paul and Peter in Rome would have urged John to take charge of these churches. 40] Since Ephesus was the capital of that region of the Roman Empire, it would have been the choice city to take up residence in order to manage nearby churches. Therefore, it is most likely that he moved to Ephesus in the 60's. Perhaps his move was also encouraged by the Jewish War of A.D 66-70, which would have made Judea a very dangerous place to live.

40] Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol 1 (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1955), 424-425.

The Recipients to the Seven Letters- Note that in the seven messages to the churches of Asia Minor, Jesus is speaking to the "messenger" of each church. Therefore, He is addressing an individual in these messages, using the second person singular. Jesus is not addressing a group of people by using the second person plural because the verb is singular. However, Revelation 1:11 has already told us that these messages are intended to be given to these seven churches.

Revelation 1:11, "Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea."

A Description of the Characters of the Seven Churches- According to one preacher, the seven churches of chapters 2,3can be described with the following adjective, all beginning with the letter "L":

1. Ephesus - Lacking

2. Smyrna - Loyal

3. Pergamos - Lax

4. Thyatira - Loose

5. Sardis - Lifeless

6. Philadelphia- Loving

6. Laodicea - Lukewarm

Jesus Prepares His Church for the Rapture and the Second Coming- The fact that Jesus judges these seven churches in these epistles immediately before the events of the Great Tribulation which follow symbolizes the fact that Christ will purge His Church in preparation for His Second Coming, which takes place at this same time in history. These seven letters are the qualifications that Jesus gives to the churches in order to partake of the soon coming Rapture. We see in the Parable of the Ten Virgins in Matthew 25:1-13 that not every believer will be raptured. Only those who are filled with the Spirit and carry the testimony of Jesus while looking for His Coming will be taken. The others, who are carnal, will have to suffer through the Tribulation Period. Peter said that judgment begins at the house of God ( 1 Peter 4:17). Thus, the Lord judges His Church prior to judging the world with the Great Tribulation.

1 Peter 4:17, "For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?"

If we examine these seven epistles, we will see a promise of the believer's deliverance from the Tribulation period if they will walk in obedience to the Lord. Jesus Christ clearly tells three of these seven churches how to avoid the Great Tribulation period by repenting. It seems as if some of these churches had believers who were in danger of missing the Rapture of the Church.

1. The Church in Pergamos- The church in Pergamos ( Revelation 2:12-17) was warned that if they did not repent, they would be destroyed by the sword of Jesus' mouth.

Revelation 2:16, "Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth."

This is a reference to Revelation 19:15; Revelation 19:21 when the Word of God comes from heaven to smite the nations with the sword of His mouth.

Revelation 19:15, "And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God."

Revelation 19:21, "And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh."

2. The Church in Thyatira- The church in Thyatira ( Revelation 2:18-29) was warned not to commit adultery lest they go into the Great Tribulation period with the adulteress. 

Revelation 2:22, "Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds."

3. The Church in Sardis- The church in Sardis ( Revelation 3:1-6) was told to repent so that they will be able to watch and to know the hour of Jesus' coming to rapture the Church lest they miss His coming which will be as a thief in the night..

Revelation 3:3, "Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee."

There are several New Testament passages that refer to Jesus' Second Coming as a thief in the night.

Matthew 24:42-43, "Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up."

1 Thessalonians 5:2, "For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night."

Revelation 16:15, "Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame."

4. The Church in Philadelphia- The church in Philadelphia ( Revelation 3:7-13) was promised to be kept from "the hour of temptation," which is a reference to the Great Tribulation period.

Revelation 3:10, "Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth."

Jesus also told this church that He has opened a door for them. 

Revelation 3:8, "I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name."

This may refer to the Rapture of the Church within the context of Revelation 4:1 when an open door into Heaven was revealed to John as he was caught up into Heaven.

Revelation 4:1, "After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter."

5. The Church in Laodicea- The church in Laodicea ( Revelation 3:14-22) was promised a white garment.

Revelation 3:18, "I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see."

This may refer to Rapture and entrance into Heaven within the context of Revelation 4:4 where we see the twenty-four elders clothed in white garments.

Revelation 4:4, "And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold."

The Parable of the Ten Virgins ( Matthew 25:1-13) also teaches us that not every believer will be taken in the Rapture.

We also see this symbolism of the need to prepare for the Second Coming in the book of Ezekiel. While John seems to emphasize the role of the Church in the last days, Ezekiel places emphasis upon the role of the nation of Israel. The fact that the judgments against Jerusalem in Ezekiel 3:22 to Ezekiel 24:27 precede those upon the seven nations ( Ezekiel 25:1 to Ezekiel 32:32) reveals to us the truth that the events taking place in the nation of Israel are a forewarning from God of the events that about to come upon the nations of the world. In addition, since Jerusalem is a symbol of the Church, the order of judging Jerusalem first symbolizes the fact that God will judge His Church immediately before He ushers in the Great Tribulation period upon the earth in preparation for His Second Coming.

The Message to the Seven Churches: Jesus Calls the Churches to Overcome - Revelation 2:1 to Revelation 3:22 contains seven epistles written to seven churches in Asia Minor. The message to these churches does not emphasize the Great Commission to take the Gospel to the uttermost parts of the world; nor do these epistles emphasize church doctrine and ministry. The emphasis is placed upon the need to prepare themselves for Christ's Second Coming. The phrase "to him that overcometh" is used in each of these seven letters because all seven churches had to overcome something in order to be ready for the Rapture.

1. Ephesus- overcomes loving this world ( Revelation 2:7) 

Illustration: 2 Timothy 4:10, "For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia."

2. Smyrna- overcomes persecution ( Revelation 2:10-11)

3. Pergamos- overcomes false doctrine ( Revelation 2:14-15)

4. Thyatira- overcomes false doctrine and sin

5. Sardis - overcomes complacency 

6. Philadelphia - overcomes liars

7. Laodicea- overcomes indifference to God

The Greek word νικά ω (G 3528) that is translated "overcome" is used seventeen times in the book of Revelation. Seven of those occurrences are found in John's epistles to the seven churches of Asia Minor in which the Lord Jesus Christ exhorts these believers to overcome. Now we see in Revelation 12:11 the means by which they are to be overcomers, which is by the blood of the Lamb, the word of their testimony and by not loving their lives even if it cost them their death. John the apostle will use this Greek word again in 1 John 5:4 by emphasizing that it is our faith in Christ Jesus that enables us to be overcomers.

Revelation 12:11, "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death."

1 John 5:4, "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith."

The word "overcometh" summarizes the goal of the Christian life. We can see that the books of the New Testament are structured according to the journey of our Christian life. From a person's conversion (Gospels and Acts), to his doctrinal education (Romans to 2Thessalonians), to him becoming established in a local church (1Timothy to Titus), to his perseverance against persecutions from without the Church (Hebrews to 1Peter) and overcoming false doctrines from within the Church (2Peter to Jude), a person then find his eternal reward as promised to the seven churches in Revelation 2-3.

The phrase "to him" implies that Jesus is speaking to individuals within the Church. This is because salvation is not corporate, but an individual decision. At first, Jesus addresses the churches as a whole because a congregation exhibits certain characteristics. But He gives His promises to individuals and not to the group as a whole.

The Method Jesus Uses to Correct His Church- Hilton Sutton gives an excellent summary of the similar way in which Jesus spoke to each of the seven churches in Revelation 2:1 to Revelation 3:22. He first commended them for what they were doing right, such as their works, their patience, their intolerance for evil, the holding fast to His name, their love, and their faith. He then tells them some things that they are doing wrong, such as leaving their first love, holding on to false doctrines or simply tolerating false doctrines, their defiled garments, and their lukewarmness. Jesus then calls them to repentance. Finally, He warns them of the consequences of their disobedience and encourages them with rewards of obedience. This is a pattern for correction that we could follow in bringing discipline upon our children, or as pastors, upon our congregations. 41]

41] Hilton Sutton, Revelation: God's Grand Finale (Tulsa, Oklahoma, c 1984), 39-40.

False Prophets in the Churches of Asia Minor - The seven churches of Asia Minor were being attacked by persecutions from without and by false doctrines from within. Some of these false teachers from within were exalting themselves among the congregation by using false titles. They call themselves by the title of apostle ( Revelation 2:2) or prophetess ( Revelation 2:20). There was a group of Jewish ancestry who exalted their heritage in order to gain preeminence above the Gentile believers ( Revelation 2:9, Revelation 3:9).

Sometimes it can be very confusing for new believers to tell the difference between what is genuine and what is false. My experience as a missionary in East Africa has helped me to see some clear distinctions. False ministers tend to us big titles in front of their names. They place a tremendous amount of emphasis upon their ability to work the miraculous. It is the miraculous that causes many people to consent and accept them as a minister of God. But in fact, in Africa, mantles of witchcraft are handed down and individuals are ordained to carry these miraculous abilities. These people believe that they are the true ministers of God, when in fact they are the ministers of Satan. Their miraculous presentation confused the churches of Asia Minor because they knew the apostles of the Lamb were anointed to perform miracles. The difference between the true and the false is that the true apostles and ministers of God preached and exalted Jesus Christ and only moved by faith and by the unctions of the Holy Spirit to perform miracles, while the false prophets exalt their own miracle-working powers and only use the name of Jesus to hide their unbecoming lifestyles.



Verses 8-11 

The Epistle to the Church of Smyrna - Revelation 2:8-11 contains the epistle to the church of Smyrna.

Historical Setting- Polycarp (A.D. c 69 - c 155) was one of the earliest bishops of the church in Smyrna. He was martyred in A.D 155 as prophesied to this church in Revelation 2:10. This is the same city that is mentioned in the book of Revelations Revelation 2:8-11. He was apparently a leading Christian figure during the latter part of his life. Verse 10 says, "Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life" (KJV). Polycarp had to do just that, which is to die a martyr for his faith in Jesus Christ. He spent much energy defending the Church against heretics. Around A.D 155, after a visit to see the bishop of Rome, Polycarp was arrested and asked to recant his faith in Christ. Proclaiming that he had served Christ for 86 years, he refused and chose death. This event is recorded in an ancient piece of literature entitled The Martyrdom of Polycarp, which was written by an eyewitness of this event. Here is the first recorded miracle in Church history after the Holy Bible was written.

"His pursuers then, along with horsemen, and taking the youth with them, went forth at supper-time on the day of the preparation, with their usual weapons, as if going out against a robber. And being come about evening [to the place where he was], they found him lying down in the upper room of a certain little house, from which he might have escaped into another place; but he refused, saying, "The will of god be done." So when he heard that they were come, he went down and spake with them. And as those that were present marveled at his age and constancy, some of them said, "Was so much effort made to capture such a venerable man?" Immediately then, in that very hour, he ordered that something to eat and drink should be set before them, as much indeed as they cared for, while he besought them to allow him an hour to pray without disturbance. And on their giving him leave, he stood and prayed, being full of the grace of God, so that he could not cease for two full hours, to the astonishment of them that heard him, insomuch that many began to repent that they had come forth against so godly and venerable an old man." (The Encyclical Epistle of the Church at Smyrnam Concerning the Martyrdom of the Holy Polycarp 7) (ANF 1)

Polycarp was then carried away to be tried for being a Christian and given a chance to recant. When he refused, he was sentenced to be burnt alive.

"When he [Polycarp] had pronounced this amen, and so finished his prayer, those who were appointed for the purpose kindled the fire. And as the flame blazed forth in great fury, we, to whom it was given to witness it, beheld a great miracle, and have been preserved that we might report to others what then took place. For the fire, shaping itself into the form of an arch, like the sail of a ship when filled with the wind, encompassed as by a circle the body of the martyr. And he appeared within not like flesh which is burnt, but as bread that is baked, or as gold and silver glowing in a furnace. Moreover, we perceived such a sweet odour [coming from the pile], as if frankincense or some such precious spices had been smoking there. At length, when those wicked men perceived that his body could not be consumed by the fire, they commanded an executioner to go near and pierce him through with a dagger. And on his doing this, there came forth a dove, and a great quantity of blood, so that the fire was extinguished; and all the people wondered that there should be such a difference between the unbelievers and the elect, of whom this most admirable Polycarp was one, having in our own times been an apostolic and prophetic teacher, and bishop of the catholic church which is in Smyrna. For every word that went out of his mouth either has been or shall yet be accomplished." (The Encyclical Epistle of the Church at Smyrnam Concerning the Martyrdom of the Holy Polycarp 15-16) (ANF 1)

Revelation 2:8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive; 
Revelation 2:8 — "These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive" - Comments- The different titles that Jesus gives to each of the seven churches of Asia Minor were chosen because they relate to each of His messages. Jesus tells the church of Smyrna that He is the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive. He asks this church to suffer until death so that they would not have to be injured by the second death. Jesus would not ask them to do something that He Himself would not be willing to do, or something He has already done.

Revelation 2:9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.
Revelation 2:9 — Comments- The Laodiceans had become rich material, but poor spiritually ( Revelation 3:17). In contrast, the church at Smyrna were poor materially, but rich spiritually ( Revelation 2:9).

Revelation 2:10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.
Revelation 2:10 — "and ye shall have tribulation ten days" - Comments- It is interesting to note the fact that in church history between A.D 100 to 325 there were ten major periods of persecution against the Church by the Roman emperors beginning with Nero in 67 AD and ending with Diocletian in A.D 303. These persecutions ended when Emperor Constantine converted the Roman Empire to Christianity in A.D 324and gave the churches rest. Perhaps the ten days mentioned in Revelation 2:10 refers to these ten periods of intense persecutions. 

Revelation 2:10 — "be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life" - Comments- In Revelation 2:10 Jesus exhorts the believers in Smyrna to be faithful until death. Jesus has become our example of faithfulness until death and of glorification with the Father to receive His "crown of life." He died for our sins and now has been given power and dominion over death, Hell and the grave. This is the reason He addresses Himself to the church at Smyrna as "the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive." He would not ask them to do something that He was not also willing to do Himself.

Revelation 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death. 
Revelation 2:11 — "He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death." - Comments- Jesus has told this church to be faithful unto death ( Revelation 2:11), meaning that if they must be persecuted unto death for their faith, then they should be ready to do so. He promises that the second death will never harm them. The second death is a reference to the judgment of sinners on the final Day of Judgment before the Great White Throne of God. Note the use of the phrase "second death" on three other occasions in the book of Revelation. It is not found elsewhere in the Scriptures.

Revelation 20:6, "Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years."

Revelation 20:14, "And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death."

Revelation 21:8, "But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death."



Verses 12-17 

The Epistle to the Church of Pergamos - Revelation 2:12-17 contains the epistle to the church of Pergamos.

Historical Setting- The ancient city of Pergamos (modern Bergama, Turkey) was located in the in the fertile valley of Caicus. Its early population of Greek colonists struck their own coins around 450 B.C. This city became recognized around 300 B.C. because of a Greek family named the Attalids whose wealth was able to establish it as a center of Hellinestic culture. It became the capital of the Roman province of Asia in A.D 129 after the Roman army defeated Aristonicus, the son of the last king of the Attalid dynasty that ruled the region for over one hundred years. Thus, its earlier history was one of wealth as well as being highly developed in art and literature. The city of Pergamos contained a library of two hundred thousand volumes which later Anthony gave to Cleopatra. This ancient library was only rivaled by the one in Alexandria. Because the library was characterized by the extensive use of parchment, these paper documents took their name "parchments" after the name of the city. Pergamos also contained many marvelous architectural structures, the greatest being the altar of Zeus, which is considered one of the wonders of the ancient world. Because the city contained temples to three other Greek gods, Dionysus, Athena and Asklepios, as well as three temples to Roman emperors, it became known as the religious center of the Roman Empire as politics were married to religion. Although Smyrna later became the capital, Pergamos remained a religious center for this ancient culture. Also among its ruins archaeologists have discovered a Roman theater, an amphitheater, and a circus, which testify to its height of cultural development. 44]

44] E. J. Banks, "Pergamos," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

The Altar of Zeus in Pergamos- From 1879 to 1886 the German government financed excavations among the ruins of Pergamos and were conducted by the German archaeologist Herr Humann. As a result, a number of these temples were brought to Germany and can now be seen in the Pergamon Museum of Berlin. 45] Perhaps the most famous of these temples is the altar of Zeus which dominates the museum. It was built during the time of Eumenes II (197-59 b.c.) to celebrate the victory of the Pergamenes over the Gauls in 190 b.c. 46] It is built with a set of ascending stairs decorated on the sides with an elaborate series of friezes. Humann discovered this altar in good condition, so that the Germans were able to disassemble and reassemble it in the former East Berlin.

45] E. J. Banks, "Pergamos," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

46] David E. Aune, Revelation 1-5:14, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 52, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), 182 [comments on Revelation 2:13a].

It was upon the steps of this famous altar that the blood of many martyrs was shed, of which Antipas is mentioned in Revelation 2:13 as one of these early martyrs. Some scholars believe that the phrase "Satan's seat" refers to the fact that the city of Pergamos served as a stronghold of Satan during this period of history because of the large scale of temple worship conducted in this city both to Greek gods as well as to Roman emperors. Many scholars go so far as to suggest that the altar of Zeus, the most elaborate of these temples, is the focus of when referring to Satan's seat. Within a few years, modern history records two world wars that find their roots in the German empire. Some scholars do not believe that this is a coincidence. It is as if Satan relocated himself to Berlin when the altar of Zeus was moved there. It is interesting to compare how the former president of Iraq, Saddam Hussien, has also attempted to rebuild the Tower of Babel in order to create for himself an empire.

Revelation 2:12 And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges; 
Revelation 2:12 — "These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges" - Comments- The different titles that Jesus gives to each of the seven churches of Asia Minor were chosen because they relate to each of His messages. Jesus tells the church of Pergamos that He is the One who has the sharp two-edged sword. One of the church members named Antipas was killed as a martyr. This church embraced the sins of fornication and appears to have provoked Jesus to the most amount of wrath. For He tells them that unless they repent of this wickedness He will come with His sword and smith this church. Such sexual sins usually led to the quickest forms of chastisement from God in order to save the souls of His people. 

The epistle to the church in Pergamos refers to two wicked men, Balaam and Nicolaus, who lured God's people into acts of fornication.

Revelation 2:13 I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan"s seat is: and thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth. 
Revelation 2:14 But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication. 
Revelation 2:14 — "But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel" - Comments- We have the account in Numbers 25:1-18 of how Balaam taught Balak to cause the children of Israel to stumble into sin. Balaam knew that God would judge the Israelites because of sin, so he counseled Balak how to lure them into sin. 

Revelation 2:14 — "to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication" - Comments- Eating meats offered to idols and temple prostitutes were a common form of pagan idolatry and temple worship in the Greco-Roman culture during this period of history. In the city of Pergamos where the famous temple of Zeus was located, these prostitutes could be found on the steps of this large temple. Partaking of idolatrous meat usually meant partaking of fornication during such temple worship. Both were indulgences of the flesh that fed the physical appetites of Prayer of Manasseh , but deprived his spiritual being. Some of the church members of Pergamos had not been fully delivered from such activity.

Revelation 2:15 So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. 
Revelation 2:15 — Comments- Just as some Israelites stumbled at the doctrine of Balaam, so did some of the church in Pergamos have some believers who embraced the doctrine of the Nicolaitans. Evidently, the doctrine of the Nicolaitans embraced the Greco-Roman pagan temple worship, characterized by eating things sacrificed unto idols, and committing fornication, as described in the previous verse ( Revelation 2:14).

Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) makes mention of the sect of the Nicolaitans in his Church History. He tells us that Nicolaus, the founder of this sect that is referred to in Revelation 2:6; Revelation 2:15 as a heresy, used his beautiful wife to entice believers to commit fornication. As Balaam was used to lure the children of Israel into fornication, so were the Nicolaitans used to lure the New Testament believers into the same. Note:

"At this time the Song of Solomon -called sect of the Nicolaitans made its appearance and lasted for a very short time. Mention is made of it in the Apocalypse of John. They boasted that the author of their sect was Nicolaus, one of the deacons who, with Stephen, were appointed by the apostles for the purpose of ministering to the poor. Clement of Alexandria, in the third book of his Stromata, relates the following things concerning him. "They say that he had a beautiful wife, and after the ascension of the Saviour, being accused by the apostles of jealousy, he led her into their midst and gave permission to any one that wished to marry her. For they say that this was in accord with that saying of his, that one ought to abuse the flesh. And those that have followed his heresy, imitating blindly and foolishly that which was done and said, commit fornication without shame. But I understand that Nicolaus had to do with no other woman than her to whom he was married, and that, so far as his children are concerned, his daughters continued in a state of virginity until old age, and his son remained uncorrupt. If this is Song of Solomon , when he brought his wife, whom he jealously loved, into the midst of the apostles, he was evidently renouncing his passion; and when he used the expression, "to abuse the flesh," he was inculcating self-control in the face of those pleasures that are eagerly pursued. For I suppose that, in accordance with the command of the Saviour, he did not wish to serve two masters, pleasure and the Lord. But they say that Matthias also taught in the same manner that we ought to fight against and abuse the flesh, and not give way to it for the sake of pleasure, but strengthen the soul by faith and knowledge." So much concerning those who then attempted to pervert the truth, but in less time than it has taken to tell it became entirely extinct." (Ecclesiastical History 3291-4) 

Revelation 2:16 Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 
Revelation 2:16 — Comments- If we refer back to the story of Balaam in the Old Testament ( Numbers 22:1 to Numbers 24:25; Numbers 31:8; Numbers 31:16, Deuteronomy 23:4, Joshua 13:22; Joshua 24:9-10, Nehemiah 13:2, Micah 6:5), it becomes clear that God remedied this problem by slaying all those who fell into this doctrine with a plague. It was only when Phinehas thrust an Israelite through with a sword that the plague was stayed. Thus, the sword of the mouth of the Lord mentioned in Revelation 2:16 is a similar remedy for the church of Pergamos.

Revelation 2:17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 
Revelation 2:17 — "To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna" - Comments- In direct contrast to partaking of meats offered to idols ( Revelation 2:14), Jesus will feed them with hidden manna. The phrase "hidden manna" may be a reference to that manna which was placed within the Ark of the Covenant ( Exodus 16:33-34).

Exodus 16:33-34, "And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put an omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before the LORD, to be kept for your generations. As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, to be kept."

Jewish tradition records in its extra-biblical writings that God will again rain down manna for His people when the Messiah comes.

"And it shall come to pass at that self-same time [in the days when the Messiah comes] that the treasury of manna shall again descend from on high, and they will eat of it in those years, because these are they who have come to the consummation of time." (2Baruch ) 47]

47] Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament, ed. R. H. Charles, in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), .

Revelation 2:17 may also be a reference to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.

Revelation 19:9, "And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God."

Revelation 2:17 — "and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it" - Comments- The statement by Jesus Christ that He will give the church at Pergamos a white stone with a new name written has left many Bible scholars puzzled. There are a number of references in ancient literature to a "white stone." We are most familiar with the Jewish Old Testament Scriptures that refer to the two stones called the Urim and the Thummim, which were used by the priests and Levites to pass judgment upon a matter. These two stones were placed in the breastplate of the high priest. The name "Urim" means "light" and might correspond to the white stone. In addition, the breastplate of the high priest had gem stones placed on it with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel written on these stones.

Archeologists have dug up small white stones in Rome with names and letters engraved upon them. One custom of the Roman Emperor was to throw small white stones among the crowd during athletic events with the names of gifts written upon them. Whoever caught a stone received the name of the gift engraved upon it. 48]

48] Albert Barnes, Revelation , in Barnes" Notes, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1997), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on Revelation 2:17.

Or, in the ancient custom of casting lots, two stones of black and white were used in casting a vote. The white stone was a symbol of good fortune or of innocence while the black stone symbolized bad luck or guilt. Adam Clarke 49] cites the Latin poet Ovid, who writes of just such a casting of stones:

49] Adam Clarke, The Revelation of St. John the Divine, in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Revelation 2:17.

"It was the custom in ancient times to use white and black pebbles, the black for condemning prisoners and the white for freeing them from the charge. At this time also the fatal vote was taken in this way; and every pebble that was dropped into the pitiless urn was black! But when the urn was turned and the pebbles poured out for counting, the colour of them all was changed from black to white; and Song of Solomon , by the will of Hercules, the vote was made favourable, and Alemon"s son was freed." (Metamorphoses 1541) 50]

50] Ovid, Metamorphoses, vol 2, trans. Frank J. Miller, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann Ltd, 1958), 367-368. See Adam Clarke, Revelation , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Revelation 2:17.

Or, the white stone with a name inscribed may be an illusion to the winning athlete in public games who was given just such a stone, which entitled him to a life of maintenance at public expense. 

"Trophies of many a well-fought field

He won in glory"s sacred cause,

The Theban tripod, brazen shield

At Argos, and Arcadia"s vase.

Her palms Boeotia"s genuine contests yield;

Six times Aegina"s prize he gain"d,

As oft, Pellene"s robe obtarn"d,

And graved in characters of fame,

Thy column, Megara, records his name." 51]

51] Pindar, trans. C. A. Wheelwright (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1846), 56.

Or, during public distributions of corn a person was given a stone, called a "tesserae frumentariae," which entitled him to a portion of the grain.

Or, the "tesserae hospitales" was a stone given to mark a friendship between individuals. Sometimes a small oblong square piece of wood, bone, stone, or ivory, was taken and divided into two equal parts and given to the two parties to engravings served as a testimony to such contracts and agreements or friendships.

Or, a white stone with a person's name inscribed, called a "tesserae conviviales," was used by the ancients to serve as an invitation to a banquet. The one holding the stone had a right to attend the function that was being held. This idea of an invitation stone fits most appropriately the contrast of the invitations for the citizens of Pergamos to attend heathen banquets of idolatry and fornication to an invitation from Jesus Christ to attend the Wedding Supper of the Lamb. 52]

52] Adam Clarke, The Revelation of St. John the Divine, in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Revelation 2:17.

Revelation 2:17 — "and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it" - Comment- God will give us a new name in Heaven. If we examine the people in the Scriptures whom God named (such as Song of Solomon , the sons of Isaiah and Hosea), or renamed (such as Abraham and Sarah) we see that they these names reflected their prophetic office and ministry. We can also note that Jesus Christ's name prior to His incarnation was "The Word of God." His name "the Lamb of God" reflects His redemptive work on Calvary, and His name "King of Kings" reflects His office and ministry after the Great Tribulation when He will rule and reign over the nations of the earth for eternity. Revelation 2:17 implies that our new names in Heaven will be given as a part of assigning us a heavenly office and ministry.

Scripture Reference - Note a similar verse:

Isaiah 62:2, "And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD shall name."



Verses 18-29 

The Epistle to the Church of Thyatira - Revelation 2:18-29 records for us John's letter to the church of Thyatira.

Revelation 2:18 — "These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass" - Comment- The different titles that Jesus gives to each of the seven churches of Asia Minor were chosen because they relate to each of His messages.

Revelation 2:20 — "Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess" - Comment- If we refer back to the story of Jezebel in the Old Testament ( 1 Kings 16-21, 2 Kings 9), we find that she set up an order of prophets dedicated to Baal, whose prophecies became a stumbling block to the children of Israel.

"to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols" - Comment- Like some believers in the church of Pergamos, some believers in Thyatira fell back into pagan worship practices, characterized by fornication and eating things sacrificed to idols during pagan feasts. Paul warned the church of Corinth to abstain from foods offered unto idols because of the temptation of some to backslide back into these pagan practices ( 1 Corinthians 8-10).

Revelation 2:27 — "And he shall rule them with a rod of iron" - Comment- Iron is used as a symbol of strength and authority throughout Scriptures. Until King David led the nation of Israel in to obedience to the Laws of God, the children of Israel lacked the wisdom to exploit the natural resources of iron and brass. Once God gave them the use of these metals, Israel began to rule in power and authority. In the building of the Temple, David had accumulated a tremendous amount of these metals. Note:

1 Chronicles 22:16, "Of the gold, the silver, and the brass, and the iron, there is no number. Arise therefore, and be doing, and the LORD be with thee."

In contrast, the children of Israel were oppressed during the time of the Judges because their enemies were using iron.

Judges 1:19, "And the LORD was with Judah; and he drave out the inhabitants of the mountain; but could not drive out the inhabitants of the valley, because they had chariots of iron."

Judges 4:3, "And the children of Israel cried unto the LORD: for he had nine hundred chariots of iron; and twenty years he mightily oppressed the children of Israel."

During the time of King Saul, the Philistines also oppressed the children of Israel because of the advantage of having iron weapons.

1 Samuel 13:19-22, "Now there was no smith found throughout all the land of Israel: for the Philistines said, Lest the Hebrews make them swords or spears: But all the Israelites went down to the Philistines, to sharpen every man his share, and his coulter, and his axe, and his mattock. Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and for the coulters, and for the forks, and for the axes, and to sharpen the goads. So it came to pass in the day of battle, that there was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the people that were with Saul and Jonathan: but with Saul and with Jonathan his son was there found."

Thus, we can see how iron represents strength. Therefore, it is used as a symbol of strength and authority in Scripture in the phrase, "a rod of iron." Note other uses of this term:

Psalm 2:9, "Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter"s vessel."

Revelation 12:5, "And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne."

Revelation 19:15, "And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God."

Revelation 2:27 — Comment- Revelation 2:27 describes for us the manner in which the Church will rule and reign with Christ on earth during the thousand-year Millennial reign of Christ. Since there will be rebellious people on earth during this time, Jesus will give each believer the authority to rule with a "rod of iron." For the saints, we will be like Him with our immortal, resurrected bodies and will serve Him faithfully and willingly. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-6 

The Epistle to the Church of Sardis - Revelation 3:1-6 records John's epistle to the church of Sardis.

Revelation 3:1 And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.
Revelation 3:1 — "These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars" - Comment- The different titles that Jesus gives to each of the seven churches of Asia Minor were chosen because they relate to each of His messages.

Revelation 3:1 — "I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead" - Scripture References- Note:

Luke 11:44, "Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are as graves which appear not, and the men that walk over them are not aware of them."

Ephesians 2:1, "And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;"

Ephesians 2:5, "Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)"

1 Timothy 5:6, "But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth."

Revelation 3:2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God.
Revelation 3:2 — "Be watchful" - Comment- Revelation 3:2 says "Be watchful." Jesus is literally telling them to wake up, because they were dead, or asleep, regarding their salvation ( Revelation 3:1). They are to pay full attention to God's Word. They are to wake up and be alert in order to fulfill their sanctification. 

Illustration- It is like a class when the teacher leaves. Those who are watchful will work on their assignment given to them. Those who are not watchful will joke and run around the classroom.

Illustration- When my brother was in the first grade, he ran to the door of the classroom to see if teacher was returning yet. As he stuck his head around the door, the teacher met him on her return. He was punished for not being busy doing what he had been instructed to do.

Scripture Reference- Matthew 24:42-51.

Matthew 24:42, "Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come."

Revelation 3:2 — "and strengthen the things which remain" - Comment- The inner man is strengthened by the Holy Spirit ( Ephesians 3:16). The spirit of a believer lives off the Word of God.

Ephesians 3:16, "That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;"

Note Job 6:5. Words of encouragement can be of great strength.

Job 16:5,"But I would strengthen you with my mouth, and the moving of my lips should asswage your grief."

Revelation 3:2 — "I have not found thy works perfect before God" - Comment- King Solomon"s heart was not perfect. He went after other gods ( 1 Kings 11:1-13). We as Christians can love this world. Song of Solomon , we are to come out from this world ( 2 Corinthians 6:11-18). 

2 Corinthians 6:17, "Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,"

Revelation 3:3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee. 
Revelation 3:3 — Scripture References - There are a number of Scriptures that refer to Jesus Christ coming as a thief in the night ( Matthew 24:43-44, 1 Thessalonians 5:2, 2 Peter 3:10, Revelation 3:3; Revelation 16:15).

Matthew 24:43-44, "But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh."

1 Thessalonians 5:2, "For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night."

2 Peter 3:10, "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up."

Revelation 3:3, "Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee."

Revelation 16:15, "Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame."

Revelation 3:4 Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.
Revelation 3:4 — "Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments" - Comment - Defiled garments refer to people with sin and worldliness in their lives. Note:

Mark 7:23, "All these evil things come from within, and defile the man."

Revelation 3:4 — "and they shall walk with me in white" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Revelation 7:14, "And I said unto him, Sirach , thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb."

Revelation 3:4 — "for they are worthy" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Hebrews 12:14, "Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:"

Revelation 3:5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.
Revelation 3:5 — "He that overcometh" - Comment - They overcome complacency in order to do God's Word fully.

Revelation 3:5 — "the same shall be clothed in white raiment" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Revelation 19:8, "And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints."

Revelation 3:5 — "but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Matthew 10:32, "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven."

Revelation 3:5 — Comment - Revelation 3:5 contradicts anyone who believes in the doctrine of "Once saved, always saved." Jesus Christ tells this church at Sardis that He could blot out the names of church members who had already been written in the book of life. This means that they were saved at one time, but would be eternally lost if their names were removed.



Verses 7-13 

The Epistle to the Church of Philadelphia - Revelation 3:7-13 records for us John's epistle to the church of Philadelphia.

Revelation 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; 
Revelation 3:7 — "These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth" - Comment - The different titles that Jesus gives to each of the seven churches of Asia Minor were chosen because they relate to each of His messages.

Revelation 3:8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. 
Revelation 3:9 Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. 
Revelation 3:10 Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 
Revelation 3:10 — "Because thou hast kept the word of my patience" - Comment - Patience within this context does not mean to put up with something unpleasant, but rather, to continue in the word of God that was initially taught to a believer.

Revelation 3:10 — "I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth" - Comment - Revelation 3:10 tells us that the true born-again believers that make up the world-wide Church will not have to go through the seven-year tribulation period. They will be taken out in the rapture prior to this terrible "hour of temptation." The Greek text reads, "… κἀγώ σε τηρήσω ἐκ τῆς ὥρας τοῦ πειρασμοῦ τῆς μελλούσης…" Jack van Impe notes that this verse does not say that the Lord will take His saints through ( διὰ) the great tribulation period, but out of ( ἐκ) it. 53] In other words, God will deliver us out from this period of trial on the earth.

53] Jack van Impe, interviewed by Paul Crouch, Sr. Praise the Lord (Trinity Broadcasting Network, Santa Ana, California), television program, 20 May 2010.

Revelation 3:10 — Comments - The fact that God will keep the church of Philadelphia from the Great Tribulation period ( Revelation 3:10), which scholars believe is a reference to the rapture, and this is not promised to every church ( Revelation 2:22; Revelation 3:3) suggests that not every believer will go in the Rapture, only those who are ready. The others will be left behind and endure the Tribulation.



Verses 14-22 

The Epistle to the Church of the Laodiceans - Comments - Revelation 3:14-22 records for us John's epistle to the church of the Laodiceans. 

Historical Setting- The ancient city of Laodicea, along with its immediate neighbours of Colossi and Herapolis, were situated within the ethnic region of southern Phrygia, but politically, it lay within the boundaries of the province of proconsular Asia during Roman times. The city of Laodicea was named in commemoration of a Greco-Syrian dynasty that ruled this area of Asia Minor in times past, was the chief city of this region in the Lycus river valley under the Roman system of dividing the Empire into smaller administrative regions. 54] 

54] E. J. Banks, "Laodicea," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

We find from Paul's letter to the Colossians that not only was there a church in Colossi, but we read within the epistle of Colossians ( Colossians 2:1, Colossians 4:13) that there were churches in these two neighbouring cities of Laodicea and Herapolis. 

Colossians 2:1, "For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh;"

Colossians 4:13, "For I bear him record, that he hath a great zeal for you, and them that are in Laodicea, and them in Hierapolis."

The church established in Laodicea is addressed in John's Apocalypse and described as rich, proud and lukewarm, which reflects the wealth of this city. We know that this church continued for centuries because it hosted a major church council in A.D 344. The church of Hierapolis is mentioned by Eusebius as the bishopric of Papias (A.D 60-130) 55] (a friend of Polycarp) and Apollinaris (2nd c.). 56]

55] Eusebius writes, "And at the same time Papias,﻿ bishop of the parish of Hierapolis,﻿ became well known." (Ecclesiastical History 3362) 

56] Eusebius writes, "I have sent you writings﻿ of the most blessed Claudius Apolinarius, bishop of Hierapolis in Asia." (Ecclesiastical History 5192) 

Comparison to the Epistle of Colossians - John's epistle to the church of Laodicea in Revelation 3:14-22 contains similar phrases found in Paul's epistle to the Colossians. Paul had instructed the Laodiceans to read the Colossian letter and vise verse ( Colossians 4:16). 

Colossians 4:16, "And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea."

Therefore, John uses similar phrases found in Colossians. For example, he refers to Jesus Christ as "the firstborn from the dead" (compare Revelation 1:5 to Colossians 1:18). 

Revelation 1:5, "And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,"

Colossians 1:18, "And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence."

John describes Jesus as "the beginning of the creation of God" (compare Revelation 3:14 to Colossians 1:15).

Colossians 1:15, "Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:"

Revelation 3:14 And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; 
Revelation 3:14 — "These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God" - Comments - The different titles that Jesus gives to each of the seven churches of Asia Minor were chosen because they relate to each of His messages.

Revelation 3:15 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 
Revelation 3:15 — Comments - If they were hot God could use them to advance the Kingdom of God upon the earth. If they were cold, which means to be backslidden and in sin, the Lord could chastise them and produce repentance. Because they were lukewarm God could not work either way in their lives. He could do nothing with them, except simply reject them as unqualified for His blessings and service.

Revelation 3:16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 
Revelation 3:16 — Comments - William MacDonald suggests that the term "lukewarm" may have been used in this verse because of the fact that it was at the city of Laodicea that the water from the hot springs of nearby Hierapolis joined the cold waters from Colosse, producing a "lukewarm" condition. 57]

57] William MacDonald, The Revelation of Jesus Christ, in Believer's Bible Commentary, ed. Arthur Farstad (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Pub, 1995), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), Introduction: IV: Background and Theme.

Revelation 3:17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:
Revelation 3:17 — Comments - The Laodiceans had become rich material, but poor spiritually ( Revelation 3:17). In contrast, the church at Smyrna were poor materially, but rich spiritually ( Revelation 2:9).

Revelation 3:18 I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 
Revelation 3:19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent. 
Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
Revelation 3:20 — "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock" - Comments - For some of us, this knock may be those who are naked, sick or in prison. When we take care of those whom God brings into our lives, we are opening the door to this knock.

Note the use of the word door in Genesis 4:7.

Genesis 4:7, "If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him."

Each day, we face the decision of who to open the door of our heart to Jesus, or to sin.

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-11 

The Throne of God - Revelation 4:1-11 gives us a glimpse of the throne of God and its surroundings. This passage of Scripture reveals the beauty of God's throne, the four living creatures who minister to Him, and the twenty-four elders seated on smaller thrones. This scene is one of majestic glory and intense worship of God.

The Four Beasts before the Throne of God - In Revelation 4:6-11 John describes four beasts that stand before the throne of God. These four creatures are probably the same that Ezekiel saw in his vision, or similar heavenly creatures ( Ezekiel 1:5; Ezekiel 1:10).

Ezekiel 1:5, "Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance; they had the likeness of a man."

Ezekiel 1:10, "As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an eagle."

We clearly see one of their offices described in this passage in Revelation 4:1-11, where they as they serve as choir directors to lead all of God's creatures in heavenly worship. We read in the opening chapters of the book of Ezekiel that they fly with their wings as they are sent for to set in motion the purposes and plans of God. The fact that they were "covered with eyes, in front and in back" (NIV) can lead us to some speculation. We read in Revelation 5:6 that the "Lamb who stood in the midst of this throne had seven horns and seven eyes, which represented the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. We know that Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount that the light of the body is the eye ( Matthew 6:22-23). Thus, these eyes round about these four creatures, which so distinguish them from other creatures, in some way represent their spirits.

The Symbolism of the Four Beasts- The shapes of these four living creatures, or cherubim, standing around the throne of God, have led scholars to much speculation. I believe that their shapes symbolize the character, or person, of the Lord Jesus Christ, just as the twenty-four elders represent the saints of God.

"the first beast was like a lion" - The beast shaped like a lion symbolizes Jesus as the King of Kings, the highest office held by man. Matthews"s gospel is full of passages of Old Testament Scriptures proving that Jesus is the fulfillment of the coming Messiah and King of the Jews. Note:

1 Kings 10:19-20, "The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne was round behind: and there were stays on either side on the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside the stays. And twelve lions stood there on the one side and on the other upon the six steps: there was not the like made in any kingdom."

"the second beast like a calf" - The beast shaped like a calf represents the most expensive offering that an Israelite can bring from the flock. The calf symbolizes Jesus as the sacrifice for sins on the altar. Also, the book of Mark is a book of miracles, as Jesus ministers to the multitudes. It shows Jesus as a servant, who gives His life as a ransom for many. 

Mark 10:45, "For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many." 

Other passages of Scripture show this relationship of servant and sacrifice:

Philippians 2:6-8, "Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a Prayer of Manasseh , he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross."

"the third beast had a face as a man" - The face of a man symbolizes the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel of Luke presents the human side of Jesus more than any other Gospel. Jesus partook of the role of a suffering servant, the lowest position that a man can hold.

"the fourth beast was like a flying eagle" - The eagle symbolizes the resurrection of Jesus Christ and His exalted position at the right hand of the Father. Note:

Proverbs 23:5, "Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven."

Thus, the story of redemption can been found within the shapes of these four living creatures.

Worship before the Throne of God: God's Divine Attributes Manifested - In Revelation 4:8-11 John describes the process of worship before the throne of God. In this time of worship, the living creatures refer to His omnipotence by calling Him "Almighty." They refer to His eternal nature as the "One who is and was and is coming." John then refers to God's eternal nature again by saying twice in Revelation 4:9-10 "who lives forever." Then the twenty-four elders worship Him by acknowledging Him as the Creator of all things. We find in Romans 1:20 a description of these same divine attributes when it says, "his eternal power and Godhead." Thus, God's divine power refers to Him as the Creator, who is Almighty. His Godhead refers to His eternal nature and the fact that He has chosen to oversee His creation. Thus, we see that these are the most prominent attributes that are manifested before the throne of God. Although creation declares them, as Paul says in Romans 1:19-20, they are most clearly seen in the presence of His throne.

Comparison of Heavenly Visions of Isaiah and Ezekiel to John's Vision- Note the similar experience of Isaiah in Isaiah 6:1-4 and Ezekiel in Ezekiel 1:1-28 to this vision of the throne of God in Revelation 4-5. They are similar in:

1. God's throne

2. God's occupation of the throne and His description 

3. Description of surrounding creatures 

4. Praise from creatures 

Illustration- Revelation 4:1 to Revelation 5:14 reveals to us how God's creatures worship Him. I remember one night when in a dream I was caught up in heavenly worship. I had been oppressed by some words that were said to me and was a little down. When I awoke after having been caught up with such heavenly worship, my spirit was revived again. The Lord was teaching me that we can stay strong in the Lord during the most difficult times in our lives by entering into worship. This heavenly worship will sustain us throughout eternity. It is the way that we have been created to exist. 

Revelation 4:1 After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter.
Revelation 4:1 — "a door was opened in heaven" - Comments- John , in exile, gets a view of eternal reality. Though we are surrounded by a dark world of decay and problems, this is temporal reality, God"s rule and reign is eternal.

God had the door, through Jesus, open to us to worship Him and to know Him.

Revelation 4:1 — "and the first voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me" - Comments- The voice of Jesus was an invitation to "come up hither." ( Revelation 1:10-11) Then Jesus explains why He is calling John , saying, "I will shew thee things which must be hereafter."

Revelation 1:10-11, "I was in the Spirit on the Lord"s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea."

Revelation 4:1 — "I will shew thee things which must be hereafter"- Comments- Note that the heavenly, unseen reality controls the visible reality. Things on earth are not out of control. God has planned history to fulfill his purpose and His sovereign plan.

The phrase "which must be hereafter" that John uses in Revelation 4:1 is literally translated in the Greek as "what things are necessary to be after these things (take place)." This phrase implies that the letters to the seven churches refer to a period of time that is to precede the Rapture of the Church. That Isaiah , chapter four tells of the events that are to take place "after" the events in the seven letters take place. Many scholars suggest that these seven letters refer to seven historical periods of Church history, which take place during the two thousand years from Christ's first Coming until His Second Coming and the Rapture of the Church, which closes the Church Age. Scholars have picked particular events in Church history and matched them with the characteristics of the churches in the seven letters. The Church is to find its particular characteristics during each of the seven periods in history that match the churches described in these seven letters. I believe that there is a lot of weight to this proposal.

The things that will take place after the Church Age are written in the book with seven seals, first mentioned in Revelation 5:1. When opened by the Lamb, this book will set in motion the events commonly referred to as the Great Tribulation Period.

Revelation 4:2 And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.
Revelation 4:2 — "a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne" - Comments- Note that this is John"s first vision of heaven. This throne is occupied by the Lord God Almighty (verse 8). Note Isaiah 6:1. Isaiah first saw the throne, then everything else around the throne

Isaiah 6:1, "In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple."

Why? God's throne is the central focus in heaven, and should be our central focus on earth. Song of Solomon , what do you do on earth with God's throne in focus? You also praise Him! 

Revelation 4:2 — Comments- Note that the earth is under heavenly control. The heavens are not under earthly control.

Revelation 4:1-2 — Comments- John Is Caught Up into Heaven - Hilton Sutton tells us that the description of John being caught up into Heaven in Revelation 4:1-2 is symbolic of the rapture of the Church. 58] We find a similar description in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 which describes the Rapture of the Church. At that time, we will hear the trumpet of God sound from Heaven and the saints will be caught up. John the apostle, likewise, heard the voice as the sound of a trumpet and was caught up into Heaven. 

58] Hilton Sutton, Revelation: God's Grand Finale (Tulsa, Oklahoma, c 1984), 67-7.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord."

Sutton compares Paul's description of our translation at the time of the Rapture to John's experience. Just as John was suddenly "in the Spirit" at the sound of the trumpet, so will we be "changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump." 

1 Corinthians 15:51-52, "Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be change"

Another fact that suggests that the Rapture had just taken place is the fact that a countless number of people, described in Revelation 4:6 as "a sea of glass like unto crystal," are gathered around the Throne.

Sutton tells us that the importance of this event in Revelation 4:1-2 is that it serves to represent the Rapture of the Church immediately before the seven-year Tribulation period. Both depict a swift and immediate translation from earth to heavenly. In this vision, John is being allowed to see what the Church is going to see prior to and during the tribulation period. For in the rest of the vision, John describes things from the perspective of a heavenly view of events on earth, and not as a person on earth who is partaking of these events.

Revelation 4:3 And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.
Revelation 4:3 — Comments- The rainbow could represent God's covenant mercy towards mankind as well as all of His creation.

Genesis 9:13, "I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth."

Revelation 4:4 And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.
Revelation 4:4 — "And round about the throne were four and twenty seats" - Comments- In Revelation 4:4 we are shown twenty-four elders who are seated around the throne of God. They are there to represent all of God's people who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. Note Revelation 5:9-10, which shows us that these twenty-four elders are men who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, like you and I have been.

Revelation 5:9-10, "And they sung a new Song of Solomon , saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth."

We are eager to ask the question, "Why the number twenty-four?" Julius Oyet says, "The 24elders signify or represent the twelve tribes of Israel in the Old Testament and the twelve apostles of Jesus in the New Testament. Therefore, altogether, the precious twenty-four seats represent the saints both of the Old and New Testament times, the nation of Israel as well as the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ." 59]

59] Julius Peter Oyet, I Visited Heaven (Kampala, Uganda: Bezalel Design Studio, 1997), 60.

Hilton Sutton agrees, as do many other scholars. 60] In other words, all of God's children will represented at the throne of God. Therefore, it appears that just as there are three people groups on earth, the Jews, the Gentiles and the Church ( 1 Corinthians 10:31), so will there now be two people groups represented in Heaven, the Jews and the Church. Yet, in God magnificent way, they will still be united together, although they will still be recognized as two distinct groups. 

60] Hilton Sutton, Revelation: God's Grand Finale (Tulsa, Oklahoma, c 1984), 70-1.

One office of these twenty-four elders is to offer the prayers of the saints up to God's throne.

Revelation 5:8, "And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints."

Also, note the importance of these twenty-four people, who are referred to in Revelation 21. The names of the twelve tribes are written on the twelve gates of the heavenly city of Jerusalem and the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb are written on the twelve foundations.

Revelation 21:12-14, "And had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb."

Revelation 4:5 And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.
Revelation 4:5 — "and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God." - Comments- Hilton Sutton says that these seven spirits first mentioned in Revelation 1:4 represent the Holy Spirit. He says that there are seven spirits mentioned in Revelation 1:4; Revelation 4:5 because they represent the diverse nature of the Holy Spirit. 61] If this is the proper interpretation, then it is important to note that this is the first time that the Holy Spirit is represented as being before the throne of God. Sutton suggests that this means the Holy Spirit has completed his assignment upon the earth. When Jesse Duplantis was caught up into Heaven, he saw the throne of God and he met Jesus. When he asked where the Holy Spirit was, the reply given was that the Holy Spirit was still on earth as this time. 62] Therefore, Sutton suggests that these seven spirits represent the fact that the Holy Spirit has completed His work and has now returned to Heaven with the Rapture of the Church and is manifesting Himself as seven spirits.

61] Hilton Sutton, Revelation: God's Grand Finale (Tulsa, Oklahoma, c 1984), 30.

62] Jesse Duplantis, Heaven Close Encounters of the God Kind (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Harrison House, 1996), 118-9.

Revelation 1:4, "John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, from him which Isaiah , and which was, and which is to come; and from the seven Spirits which are before his throne;"

Scripture Reference - Note:

Psalm 104:4, "Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire"

Revelation 4:6 And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind. 
Revelation 4:6 — "And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal" - Comments- Hilton Sutton says that the sea of glass represents the multitudes of people who have entered Heaven and have gathered before the throne of God. The word "sea" is used to signify their vast numbers. He suggests that the phrase "like unto crystal" is used because crystal is an earthly substance that clearly shows all of its internal flaws. The Church will stand before the throne as the Bride of Christ, not having spot or wrinkle, but will be holy and without blemish ( Ephesians 5:27). Thus, the Church is represented as crystal. 

Ephesians 5:27, "That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish."

We see a "sea of glass mingled with fire" mentioned in Revelation 15:2. This would represent the fire of the Holy Spirit that works to purify those who had been tested and tried with persecutions. 

Revelation 15:2, "And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his Mark , and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God."

The fact that there are a countless group of God's children around His throne further suggests that the Church has been raptured and taken to Heaven.

Revelation 4:6 — "and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind" - Comments- John also saw four "beasts" in close proximity around the throne of God. The Greek text uses the word "living (ones)." The most pronounced aspect of their features was the fact that their eyes were located in the front and back of their heads.

Revelation 4:7 And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a Prayer of Manasseh , and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle.
Revelation 4:7 — Comments- Perhaps some animals on earth were created in the images of such celestial beings that live in heaven.

Revelation 4:8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and Isaiah , and is to come. 
Revelation 4:8 — "saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and Isaiah , and is to come" - Comments- Why do the angels cry, "Holy, holy, holy!"? Jesse Duplantis said that when he visited heaven and saw these angels crying these words, he found out that every time the angels behold God Almighty in all of His glory, they see a new aspect of His being. Therefore, this continuous revelation of God moves them to cry these words. Benny Hinn replied to Jesse Duplantis by saying that the Lord once spoke to him that the angels cry out, "Holy, holy, holy!" because of the revealing they are receiving from God. 63]

63] Jesse Duplantis, interviewed by Benny Hinn, This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California, July 16, 2002), television program.

In Revelation 4:8 we see the eternal nature of Almighty God when the angels say, "…which was, and Isaiah , and is to come." By this statement they declare that He exists in the past, present and future.

Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

Isaiah 6:3, "And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory."

Revelation 4:9 And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever, 
Revelation 4:10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,
Revelation 4:10 — "and cast their crowns before the throne, saying" - Comments- They give their glory (i.e, the crowns from God) back to God Himself.

Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.
Revelation 4:11 — "for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created" - Comments- Note:

Job 38:4-7, "Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding. Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it? Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof; When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?"

Man was created for His pleasure:

Isaiah 43:7, "Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him."

All creation was created for His praise and glory. Note Psalm 148-150.



Verses 1-14 

The Vision of Those Who Worship at the Throne of God - In Revelation 4:1 to Revelation 5:14 John the apostle finds himself in the midst of a praise service. No one nor nothing, none of God's creation, glories in God's presence here. To know God in proper perspective is to praise Him, which is simply a commitment to, a confession of, the sovereign power and providence of God. Lack of praise is our failure to know and understand God's sovereignty in our personal lives.

When we praise, we envelope ourselves in God's throne room, and step out of bounds from the destruction of the devil, who is in this world running to and fro. Praise delivers us from the carnal-mind of doom and bondage to sin. We will note that all through the book of Revelation , the saints are not fighting the battles. God is fighting these battles as the church is praising the Lord and serving Him.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Throne of God — Revelation 4:1-11
2. The Lamb that was Slain — Revelation 5:1-14
05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-14 

The Revelation of the Lamb that was Slain - Revelation 5:1-14 reveals Jesus Christ as the Lamb that was slain. He alone is worthy to open the book with seven seals. This passage in Revelation also reveals that the throne of God is a place of continual worship. Every event is accompanied by celestial worship.

Revelation 5:1 And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside, sealed with seven seals. 
Revelation 5:1 — "And I saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written within and on the backside" - Comments- The words of this book probably contain the prophetic judgments that will be released upon the world during the Tribulation Period when these seals are opened in order to vindicate God's wrath upon mankind for persecuting His Son and His people.

Revelation 5:1 — "sealed with seven seals" - Comments- In ancient times before the invention of the book as we know it today, men wrote on a paper and rolled it into a scroll. Because rubber bands were not invented yet to hold these rolls together, people would melt wax onto the edge of the paper and press it to the scroll, thus binding it together so that it did not unroll. Official documents would include the seal of the king or officer who wrote the document, which seal would be embedded into the wax while it was soft. Thus, the seal served to authenticate the document. 

Now, when we look at the scroll in the right hand of the one who sat upon the throne the author notes that it was sealed with seven seal. This tells us God's signature is seven seals. This symbolizes the fact that God does things in sevens as a way to tell mankind of His divine intervention. For example, the Old Testament is full of seven-fold events. There were seven years of famine as a way of telling mankind that God was judging the people of the land. Under the Law there were seven days of separation. The seventh year was the Sabbath year, and the seventh Sabbath year was followed by the year of Jubilee, in which God supernaturally provided for His people. We will also see within the book of Revelation the use of seven. There will be seven seals, seven plagues, seven trumpets, etc, as a way of telling mankind that this judgment is from God.

Revelation 5:2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? 
Revelation 5:2 — "Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof" - Comments- The statement by the angel in Revelation 5:2 is a clear example of Hebrew parallelism.

Revelation 5:3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon. 
Revelation 5:3 — "neither to look thereon" - Comments- That Isaiah , to see what was written within the book.

Revelation 5:4 And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon. 
Revelation 5:5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof. 
Revelation 5:6 And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 
Revelation 5:6 — Comments- In the previous section Jesus was revealed as the Head of the Church, which He was judging in preparation for His Second Coming. In Revelation 4:1 to Revelation 19:10 Jesus will now be revealed as the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. It is God's presentation to the world that His Beloved Son was slain as a lamb because of the depravity of mankind that will solicit God's divine wrath. The opening of the book's seven seals reveals this story as a series of events that are coming upon the earth to judge mankind for its depravity, which depravity was most clearly revealed by the crucifixion of the Son of God, who is thus described here as the Lamb that was slain. In other words, God will use these events to judge the earth, which events are consummated by the Second Coming of Christ described in the opening of the sixth seal. Therefore, the opening of the first seal ushers in these judgments

Revelation 5:5-6 — Comments- "the Lion...a lamb" - Jesus is both the Lion and the Lamb. The Lion of the tribe of Judah represents the kingship of the Lord Jesus Christ. The lamb slain from the foundation of the world represents the priestly office of the Lord Jesus Christ, who became the sacrifice for our sins to bring peace. As the Lamb of God that takes away our sins, we adore and worship him. As the Lion of the tribe of Judah, we worship Him in fear and trembling. 

He is both the Lord of Hosts and the Prince of Peace, the Lion and the Lamb. He is a God of war and a God of peace. He is a God of judgment and a God of righteousness.

The analogy of a lion not only represents kingship, but also judgment. Note:

1 Kings 13:26, "And when the prophet that brought him back from the way heard thereof, he said, It is the man of God, who was disobedient unto the word of the LORD: therefore the LORD hath delivered him unto the lion, which hath torn him, and slain him, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake unto him."

1 Kings 20:36, "Then said he unto him, Because thou hast not obeyed the voice of the LORD, behold, as soon as thou art departed from me, a lion shall slay thee. And as soon as he was departed from him, a lion found him, and slew him."

Proverbs 19:12, "The king"s wrath is as the roaring of a lion; but his favour is as dew upon the grass."

Proverbs 20:2, "The fear of a king is as the roaring of a lion: whoso provoketh him to anger sinneth against his own soul."

Jeremiah 2:30, "In vain have I smitten your children; they received no correction: your own sword hath devoured your prophets, like a destroying lion."

Hosea 5:14, "For I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion to the house of Judah: I, even I, will tear and go away; I will take away, and none shall rescue him."

Hosea 13:7, "Therefore I will be unto them as a lion: as a leopard by the way will I observe them:"

As believers, we will one day face the judgment seat of Christ, where we will give account of our lives as Christians in the service of our King. This will be a day of fear and trembling. Even now, we are being judged and chastened by our Lord. 

In his book The Final Quest Rick Joyner is told by Wisdom that Jesus is the Lamb slain for our sins to the young believers. But to the maturing Christians, Jesus becomes the Lion who is judging our sins, so that we may live a holy life here on earth. To the fully mature believer, Jesus is both the Lion and the Lamb, as we have learned to worship Him in fear as our Lord and in adoration as our Savior. 64]

64] Rick Joyner, The Final Quest (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1977), 46-7.

Revelation 5:7 And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne. 
Revelation 5:8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. 
Revelation 5:9 And they sung a new Song of Solomon , saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 
Revelation 5:9 — "and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation" - Comments- This list of descriptions reveals how groups of people are broken down. Within a nation may dwell a number of different ethnic peoples, such as in India. Within these ethnic groups are various languages. Within these groups of languages are found numerous clans and tribes (kindred) who tend to intermarry.

Revelation 5:10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. 
Revelation 5:10 — Comments- The promise that God's children will reign on earth serves to fulfill God's original commandment in the Garden of Eden "Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it" ( Genesis 1:28)

Revelation 5:11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands; 
Revelation 5:12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and Wisdom of Solomon , and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 
Revelation 5:12 — Comments- There are seven aspects of worship that Jesus is worthy to receive.

Revelation 5:13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.
Revelation 5:13 — Illustration- The Holy Bible tells us that there will be worship in heaven. All of heaven will be filled with praise and glory and honour to the Lord and King. In 1983, I was in my room meditating on my bed. All of a sudden, I began to hear the most beautiful choir of angels singing a worship song. Yet, it was not an audible sound that anyone could hear. It was audible only in the spirit realm. I could hear the most beautifully, anointed words of worship to the Lord that I have ever heart. The closest that I have come to hearing this type of worship on earth has been the worship songs of Hosanna Integrity Music. It was not fast, upbeat praise, but a level of deep worship.

In early 2000, in a dream this time, again I was caught up in the most heavenly worship song. This song continued to repeat "Alleluia", as I was a part of the worship this time. When I awoke, I felt my spirit so deeply refreshed and renewed. The Lord began to teach me at that time how to find strength in my spirit during times of adversity. We can be strengthened when we enter into worship.

Ephesians 5:18, "And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual Song of Solomon , singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;"

Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

Psalm 150:6, "Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD."

Revelation 5:14 And the four beasts said, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for ever and ever.
06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1-2 

The First Seal: The White Horse - We read about the opening of the first seal in Revelation 6:1-2. This seal releases a white horse and its rider holding a bow in his hand. 

1. The White Horse as Catholicism- Irvin Baxter, Jr. suggests that the white horse symbolizes the spirit of Catholicism. 67] The pope dresses in white and wears a tiara consisting of three crowns. The bow without arrows symbolizes the fact that the Roman Catholic Church appears to have power, but actually has none. We see the bow used symbolically of strength in Jeremiah 49:35. Some scholars make an issue over the fact that this horseman was not carrying any arrows. But the lack of any mention of arrows is not a relevant issue to argue; for it is assumed throughout Scriptures that the mention of a bow implies arrows also. The aim of the spirit of Catholicism is to bring all nations under the influence of its religion. It aims is to conquer any nation that is not under its influence and control. Thus, it will persecute the Church for not serving under the structure of the Pope and its cardinals and bishops. The fact that this horseman was given a crown emphasizes the ritual within Catholicism of coronations services, as the pope, cardinals, archbishops and bishops are continually crowned, or ordained, into these offices made by men.

67] Irvin Baxter, Jeremiah , A Message for the President (Richmond, Indiana: Endtime, Inc 1986), chapter 3.

Jeremiah 49:35, "Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will break the bow of Elam, the chief of their might."

2. The White Horse as the Antichrist- Hilton Sutton believes that the rider on this horse is the man destined to become the Antichrist. 68] Sutton refers to Daniel 9:24-27 for a description of how this Antichrist will come to power. He will make a covenant of peace between Israel and its adversaries for a seven-year period, referred to as "one week". But during the middle of this seven-year period he will break this treaty and set himself up as a powerful ruler and dominate Israel. Paul teaches us in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-9 that this "son of perdition", this "wicked one", who opposes himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. However, he cannot be revealed until he that hinders is taken out of the way. This hindrance is the Church members who are filled with the Holy Spirit. It is the rapture of the Church that will allow this antichrist to be revealed. When the Church is removed from off of the earth, Satan is free to bring his destruction upon mankind. This person who is destined to become the antichrist begins his campaign of conquering and ruling over nations.

68] Hilton Sutton, Revelation: God's Grand Finale (Tulsa, Oklahoma, c 1984), 82-4.

Daniel 9:26-27, "And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate."



Verses 1-19 

The Opening of the Seven Seals and the Sounding of the Seven Trumpets - Revelation 6:1 to Revelation 11:19 records the opening of the seven seals and the sounding of the seventh trumpet that accompanied the seventh seal.

The Purpose of the Seven Seals and the Seven Trumpets- The opening of the seven seals by the Lamb of God and the sounding of the seven trumpets by the angels serve as the testimony of Jesus Christ to the world that He is the Son of God. Just as Jesus Christ has testified to John the apostle in chapter one, and to the seven churches in chapters 2-3, He now speaks to the rest of the world in the only language that corrupt and wicked world will listen, which is through calamities and tribulation. This is why it is called the Tribulation Period. We see God's effort to bring people to salvation through these events because there are a number of verses in this section that say, "yet they repented not of their evil works" ( Revelation 9:20-21, Revelation 16:9-11). However, the bright side of this Tribulation Period reveals that a multitude of people will be saved during this difficult seven-year on earth. 

The Message of the Book - The book that was in the right hand of God and taken by the Lamb contains a story. The opening of the book's seven seals reveals this story as a series of events that are coming upon the earth to judge mankind for its depravity, which depravity was most clearly revealed by the crucifixion of the Son of God, who is thus described here as the Lamb that was slain. In other words, God will use these events to judge the earth, which events are consummated by the Second Coming of Christ described in the opening of the sixth seal. Therefore, the opening of the first seal ushers in these judgments

1. View of the Sevens Seals Representing the Entire Church Age- One popular view is to interpret the seven seals as the sequence of events that will take place during the Church age leading to its consummation, which would begin during the time of the early church. For example, Michael Wilcox compares the order of events described in this passage of Scripture to the Eschatological Discourse of Matthew 24:1-31 by suggesting that Matthew 24and Revelation 6 are the same discourse, with Matthew's Gospel giving an earthly perspective, while the book of Revelation describes the same sequences of events from a heavenly perspective. 65] This view could be interpreted as such:

65] Michael Wilcox, The Message of Revelation: I Saw Heaven Opened, in The Bible Speaks Today, eds. J. A. Motyer and John R. W. Stott (Downers Grove, Illinois: Inter-Varsity Press, c 1975, 1986), 74-77.

a) The First Seal ( Revelation 6:1-2) - The first seal reveals the first church age in which the Roman Empire, and the Catholic Church that emerged out of this empire, were the primary persecutors of the saints of God ( Revelation 6:1-2). It is symbolized by the crown, showing its intent to conquer and rule over all peoples and places. Unlike the sword carried by the second horseman, the bow symbolizes its purpose to conquer, but not kill, those whom it dominates. The white symbolizes the color of the papacy.

b) The Second Seal ( Revelation 6:3-4) - The second age of the Church saw the rise of Islam during the seventh century, with its symbol of the sword, showing its purpose was to kill men rather than to rule over them ( Revelation 6:3-4). This great persecutor of the Church initially targeted all Jews and Christians, as well as other peoples, but it has continuously killed its fellow Muslims throughout the ages. The red may symbolize the blood it sheds in behalf of its religion. 

c) The Third Seal ( Revelation 6:5-6) - The third age of the Church is capitalism, with its purpose of controlling the world's economy by a few wealthy individuals ( Revelation 6:5-6). The scale represents its system of buying and selling to control men and nations. The black color is seen in the traditional black suit worn today by the leaders of businesses within this capitalistic system. This system arose with the rise of industrialization of western nations. All three of these systems, Roman Catholicism, Islam, and Capitalism, carry the spirit of anti-christ. 

d) The Fourth Seal ( Revelation 6:7-8) - The pale horse, with its riders Death and Hell ( Revelation 6:7-8) represent the fourth age, which immediately precedes the Great Tribulation Period. This is the period in which the earth enters into travail as birth pangs, which Jesus called the "beginning of sorrows" ( Matthew 24:8). This period takes place about one hundred years before the world enters into the Great Seven-year Tribulation Period. Perhaps this period began with World War I. It is a time when the three world systems of Catholicism, Islam and Capitalism are working in full force, and in conflict with one another, but all having the common mindset of hating the Jews and the Christians.

e) The Fifth Seal ( Revelation 6:9-11) - The fifth seal reveals all of the saints slain during the Church age until its culmination, crying out for God's vengeance ( Revelation 6:9-11). Their role in this series of events is to intercede in behalf of one another to move God to avenge them and bring judgment upon the earth. 

f) The Sixth Seal ( Revelation 6:12 to Revelation 7:17) - The sixth seal clearly describes the seven-year Tribulation Period upon this earth, which culminates with Christ Jesus returning to earth to conquer and to rule and reign from Jerusalem for a thousand years ( Revelation 6:12 to Revelation 7:17). It is during this period of Church history that many of the Jews will turn to Jesus Christ as their Messiah. God will seal them along with His saints to keep them during the Tribulation Period, described in Revelation 6:17 as "the great day of his wrath" and in Revelation 7:14 as "the great tribulation."

g) The Seventh Seal ( Revelation 8:1 to Revelation 11:19) - The seventh seal serves as a prelude to introduce the seven trumpets. At this time the prayers of the saints rises up before the throne of God and the angel casts fire from the golden altar down upon the earth in order to bring about judgment upon those who have resisted God and persecuted the saints.

2. View of the Seven Seals Representing the Events of the Last Days - Another view of the seven seals is to interpret them to symbolic the particular events that will take place during the period of time immediately preceding and including the Tribulation Period, rather spanning over a period of two thousand years. For example, John Ogwyn takes the sequence of events as a description of last days in Matthew 24and makes them parallel to the sequence of events in Revelation. 66] This view could be interpreted as such:

66] John H. Ogwyn, Revelation: The Mystery Unveiled (Charlotte, NC: Living Church of God, 2003) [on-line]; accessed 19 September 2010; available from http://www.tomorrowsworld.org/media/booklets/ru.pdf; Internet, 19-25.

a) The First Seal ( Revelation 6:1-2) - The opening of the first seal reveals a white horse and its rider that go forth with a bow to conquer. This event would parallel Matthew 24:5, which refers to the many false prophets that will go forth during the period before Christ's Second Coming to deceive the Church.

b) The Second Seal ( Revelation 6:3-4) - The opening of the second seal reveals a red horse and its rider that go forth to kill. This event would parallel Matthew 24:6-7 a, which refers to the many wars that will take place immediately before the Tribulation Period.

c) The Third Seal ( Revelation 6:5-6) - The opening of the third seal reveals a black horse and its rider that go forth with a pair of scales. This event would parallel Matthew 24:7 b, which refers to famines, pestilences and earthquakes in divers places across the world.

d) The Fourth Seal ( Revelation 6:7-8)
e) The Fifth Seal ( Revelation 6:9-11)
f) The Sixth Seal ( Revelation 6:12 to Revelation 7:17)
g) The Seventh Seal ( Revelation 8:1 to Revelation 11:19)
The Opening of the First Six Seals - Revelation 6:1-17 tells us of the Lamb opening six of the seven seals in the book of Revelation. The seventh seal will not be opened until Revelation 8:1. It is important to note that Jesus Christ is identified as a Lamb that has been slain. Within these seals are going to be released four spirits that will go across the earth and slay the saints of God. This is why the fifth seal reveals these martyrs under the altar of God. 

The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse - The first four seals that are opened in Revelation 6:1-8 describe the release four horses with their riders. These four horsemen are commonly referred to as the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse. The number four signifies the work of man. Thus, these four horsemen represent four aspects of the antichrist to persecute the Church and bring destruction upon mankind.

We find a similar account of this same scene in Zechariah 6:1-8 in the Vision of the Four Chariots. In the account in Revelation there is a white, horse, a red horse, a black horse and a pale horse. In Zechariah there are red horses, black horses, white horses and grisled and bay horses. Zechariah 6:5 tells us that these horses represent "the four spirits of the heavens, which go forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth." Thus, we can assume that the four horses in Revelation also represent these same four spirits that have been sent forth.

I discuss the views of several scholars below. Some scholars suggest that these four horsemen are to be sent forth upon the earth immediately after the Rapture of the Church. Others suggest that they have been sent out at different periods of Church history. My suggestion is to agree with this second view that these four horsemen represent four spirits that have been sent forth upon the earth during the last two thousand years of Church history. The white horse would represent the spirit of Catholicism, which began during the Christianization of the Roman Empire under Constantine. The red horse could represent the spirit of Islam, which began in the seventh century. The black horse would represent capitalism, which began after the Reformation when nations began to develop industry and strong economies; or the black horse could represent Communism, which had its roots in the teachings of Karl Marx and was instituted in Russia during the early twentieth century. The pale horse could represent the distress and travail that the earth will enter into prior to the Tribulation Period. All of these spirits have led to the persecution of the Church across the world. This is why the fifth seal reveals the martyrs who have been slain over this period of time. Note that the martyrs are crying out, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?" This suggests that they have not been slain since the start of the Great Tribulation, but perhaps during the last two thousand years of Church history.



Verse 3-4 

The Second Seal: The Red Horse- We read about the opening of the second seal in Revelation 6:3-4. This second horseman comes forth on a red horse with power given to him to take away peace from the earth. The great sword that he holds represents great wars that will take place due to his powers. 

1. The Red Horse as Islam- This could represent the second evil power that has manifested on the earth after Catholicism in the fourth century, which is Islam in the seventh century. This religion spreads its faith by conquering nations and killing all who oppose.

2. The Red Horse as Communism- Irvin Baxter, Jr. suggests that the red horse symbolizes the spirit of communism, which is known today as the "red" power. It is always accompanied with dictatorship. Today we have the countries under its influence called, "Red China, Red Russia, Red Romania, Red Yugoslavia and Red Poland". Revelation 6:4 describes this spirit as one that removes peace and causes people to kill one another. This spirit claims that a communistic form of government improves the lives of people. This is a clear description of how Communism spreads it power through an evil dictator. So the first horseman has gone forth to conquest while this second horseman follows and increases wars upon the earth. We can call this second horseman the man of war. 69] Communism brings the spirit of atheism. This spirit is also one that persecutes the Church because the two are not compatible in the same society.

69] Irvin Baxter, Jeremiah , A Message for the President (Richmond, Indiana: Endtime, Inc 1986), chapter 3.

Revelation 6:4 — Comments- The great sword symbolizes a great amount of death that this horseman will bring.



Verses 5-8 

The Third Seal: The Black Horse- We read about the opening of the third seal in Revelation 6:5-6. 

1. The Black Horse as Communism- This may symbolism the coming of communism, which promises everyone plenty of food and an equality of wealth for the society. Perhaps this equality is symbolized by the scales; the abundance of food is meant in the statement, "A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny"; and, equality of wealth is meant by the statement, "see thou hurt not the oil and the wine."

2. The Black Horse as Capitalism- Irvin Baxter, Jr. suggests that the black horse represents the spirit of capitalism, which is often coupled with democracy. 70] The color black is used to represent this spirit. He quotes the Dec 9, 1966 issue of Time magazine, page 34, regarding the union of the Christian Democrats and the Social Democrats being formed in Germany. It was called a union of "black and red." We see the black suit and tie identifying a businessman of capitalism. Or, we recognize the single most important commodity that drives a capitalistic economy, which is oil, also called black gold. Any developed, industrialized and modernized society today will find its greatest revenues in this black gold. We all know of "Black Friday," when the U.S. stock market crashed in October 1929. The description of "a pair of balances in his hands" ( Revelation 6:5) symbolizes how capitalism thrives on commerce. Nations under this influence declare that commerce improves the lives of people. Mr. Baxter interprets the cry, "A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny," as prophetic of the stock market structure that is found in such countries. The cry, "and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine," means that this nation is made strong when its economy is strong. Thus, the economy is always a key issue in the elections of such capitalistic societies. Capitalism brings the spirit of earthly wealth as its god to be worshipped. As a result, it too will persecute the Church for having a different view of material wealth. 

70] Irvin Baxter, Jeremiah , A Message for the President (Richmond, Indiana: Endtime, Inc 1986), chapter 3.

Revelation 6:5 — "and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand" - Comments- If this black horse symbolizes communism, then the scales represented the promise that everyone in society would equally share the wealth.

Revelation 6:6 — "A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny" - Comments- Perhaps this statement means that there is a promise made that there would be plenty of food for everyone.

Revelation 6:6 — "and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine" - Comments- Perhaps this statement means that there is a promise that wealth would be equally shared by all society. 

Revelation 6:6 — Comments- We have a similar verse in 2 Kings 6:25 when describing a famine in the land of Israel.

2 Kings 6:25, "And there was a great famine in Samaria: and, behold, they besieged it, until an ass"s head was sold for fourscore pieces of silver, and the fourth part of a cab of dove"s dung for five pieces of silver."

Revelation 6:7-8 a — The Fourth Seal: The Pale Horse - We read about the opening of the fourth seal in Revelation 6:7-8. 

1. The Pale Horse as Travail upon the Earth- Perhaps the pale horse represents the travail of the earth leading up to the Great Tribulation period, when wars, famines, pestilences and earthquakes will bring great distress upon the earth.

1. The Pale Horse as Islam- It is not unreasonable to see how the pale horse can represent the spirit of Islam. Islam is a religion that spreads and controls by fear, which is symbolized by the pale color of a person who is overcome with fear. This is the most recent spirit that has oppressed and persecuted nations on earth. This religion teaches that all people are "infidels" and are to be killed according to the Koran. It is the most violent of these four spirit, so it is characterized by death and hell.

Revelation 6:7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. 
Revelation 6:8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. 
Revelation 6:8 — Word Study on "pale" - Strong says that the Greek "pale" ( χλωρό ς) (G 5515) means, "greenish, i.e. verdant, dun-colored." BDAG says that it means, "yellowish green, light green (of plants)," or "pale as the color of a person in sickness or in fear." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 4times in the New Testament being translated in the KJV as "green 3, pale 1." Webster defines the word "pale" as "wanting in color; not ruddy; dusky white".

Revelation 6:8 — "And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth" - Comments- The personal pronoun "them" refers to the four horsemen: the white horse ( Revelation 6:2), the red horse ( Revelation 6:4), the black horse ( Revelation 6:5), and the pale horse ( Revelation 6:8). When it conquers a nation, those people suffer poverty, hunger and famine. It is a spirit that keeps nations in distress and darkness so that even the beasts begin to rule areas of these countries. This verse tells us that about one fourth of the world will be completely overcome by the work of these four spirits.

Satan cannot work out of his realm of stealing, killing, and to destroy. He is limited to this work.

John 10:10, "The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly."



Verses 9-11 

The Fifth Seal: The Cry of the Martyrs- In Revelation 6:9-11 we read about the opening of the fifth seal. All four spirits released by these four horsemen are against the children of God. They persecute the Church as well as the Jews. As each of these spirits gain strongholds in peoples and nations, the persecution of the Church increases. This fifth seal reveals the multitude of martyrs that have been slain throughout the centuries for their faith and testimony in Christ.

Revelation 6:9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 
Revelation 6:9 — "for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held" - Comments- This phrase has been used in Revelation 1:2; Revelation 1:9.

Revelation 1:2, "Who bare record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw."

Revelation 1:9, " 1 John , who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ."

Revelation 6:10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 
Revelation 6:10 — Comments- All four of these spirits of the four horsemen have led to the persecution of the Church across the world. This is why the fifth seal reveals the martyrs who have been slain over this period of time. Note that the martyrs are crying out, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?" This suggests that they have not been slain just since the start of the Great Tribulation, but perhaps during the last two thousand years of Church history.

Revelation 6:11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 


Verses 12-17 

The Sixth Seal - Revelation 6:12 to Revelation 7:17 describes the events surrounding the opening of the sixth seal. The opening of this seal brings enormous cosmic disturbances upon the earth ( Revelation 6:12-17). During this event, God seals the remnant of Israel ( Revelation 7:1-8). In the midst of these cosmic disturbances, multitudes of people will be saved ( Revelation 7:9-17).

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Sixth Seal Opened — Revelation 6:12-17
2. Israel is Sealed — Revelation 7:1-8
3. Those Saved in the Tribulation — Revelation 7:9-17
07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-8 

Israel is Sealed - We have already established the fact that the book of Revelation emphasizes the events that the Church will experience in God's final plan to redeem mankind. We contrasted the book of Ezekiel , which discusses parallel events of these last days that the nation of Israel will experience as a part of their restoration. But we now find in Revelation 7:1-8 a passage of Scripture that clearly discusses the redemption of Israel. Song of Solomon , we must ask why this occurs in a book of the New Testament that places emphasis upon the Church. We find the answer in Romans 9-11where Paul discusses Israel's role in God's plan of redemption, after discussing the work of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in bringing justification and redemption to the Gentiles. He explains that the Gentiles have simply been grafted into the vine of Israel, and that God still has a remnant of Jews who are called and faithful to Him. From those three chapters in Romans we understand that the events that occur in the last days are centered around Israel's timetable, and not an arbitrary Gentile timetable; for the "times of the Gentiles", as Jesus called it, have come to a close. Thus, God seals 144 ,000 Jews in Revelation 7:1-8 before He seals the Gentiles in Revelation 7:9-17; for the Gentiles are simply partaking of Israel's blessings and promises and hope of salvation, and not the other way around.



Verses 1-17 

Interlude between the Opening of the Sixth and Seventh Seals - Robert Mounce notes that Revelation 7:1-17 serves as an interlude between the openings of the sixth and seventh seals. He notes how there are similar interludes between the blowing of the sixth and seventh trumpets ( Revelation 10:1 to Revelation 11:14) and between the pouring forth of the sixth and seventh bowls ( Revelation 16:13-16). 74]

74] Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation , in The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1997), 298-299.

Here is a proposed outline:

1. Israel is Sealed — Revelation 7:1-8
2. The Martyrs of the Tribulation Gather around the Throne of God — Revelation 7:9-17


Verses 9-17 

The Martyrs of the Tribulation Gather around the Throne of God - If the opening of the sixth seal ( Revelation 6:12-17) symbolizes the onset of the Great Tribulation Period, then Revelation 7:9-17 describes the great multitude of saints who stand before God's throne who were martyred during this tribulation. The passage of Scripture that reads, "These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb," ( Revelation 7:14) most likely means that not every saint was taken in the pre-tribulation rapture of the Church. It also likely means that many people will be saved in the midst of the hardships of the Tribulation Period. The verb "come out" may refer to the Rapture, but it is better to be interpreted as those who are martyred during the Great Tribulation Period.

Revelation 7:14 — Comments- Many people will be saved during this Great Tribulation period; for God's wrath will be clearly demonstrated to all mankind. Only those whose deep depravity moved them to rebel willing against God do not repent, but rather they curse God because of these terrible plagues (see Revelation 9:20-21; Revelation 16:11).

Revelation 9:20-21, "And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk: Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts."

Revelation 16:11, "And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds."

Revelation 7:17 — "and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes" - Comments- In his book I Visited Heaven, Julius Oyet, says, "It is not saying that Jesus will come down from His throne with a handkerchief or towel in His hands then begins to wipe our faces one by one. Otherwise this could take thousands of years. The glory of the Lamb just instantly dries up everyone"s tears at once." 75]

75] Julius Peter Oyet, I Visited Heaven (Kampala, Uganda: Bezalel Design Studio, 1997), 41.

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-6 

The Opening of the Seventh Seal - The seventh seal serves as a prelude to introduce the seven trumpets. At this time the prayers of the saints rises up before the throne of God and the angel casts fire from the golden altar down upon the earth in order to bring about judgment upon those who have resisted God and persecuted the saints. Evidently, the prayers of the saints include pleas for God to vindicate them because of their persecutions.



Verse 7 

The First Trumpet Sounds - The sounding of the first trumpet involves hail and fire mingled with blood.

The First Trumpet Interpreted as World War I- Irvin Baxter suggests this may be a reference to World War I. The "hail and fire mingled with blood" may be the description of gun battles from the eyes of a first-century writer. The burnt up trees and grass may refer to the military strategy called the "Scorched Earth Policy," in which an army destroys anything that can be used by the enemy. 

Revelation 8:7 The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up. 


Verse 8-9 

The Second Trumpet Sounds -The sounding of the second trumpet involves something that looks like a great mountain burning with fire being cast into the sea. 

The Second Trumpet Interpreted as World War II- Irvin Baxter believes this is a prophecy of World War II. He teaches that to a first century writer, the image of the mushroom cloud from the atomic explosions over Japan could have easily been described as "a mountain burning with fire." The fact that Japan in an island in the Pacific Ocean fits the image of this burning mountain being cast into the sea. His research revealed that 105 ,127 ships, either merchant or battleship, that participated in the war, and that 36 ,387 were destroyed. This would fulfill the statement that a third part of the ships were destroyed. There were fifty-two million people killed during World War II. Baxter feels this is an event important enough to be put into biblical prophecy. 76]

76] Irvin Baxter, Jeremiah , Understanding the End Time: Lesson 12 - The Seven Trumpets (Richmond, Indiana: Endtime, Inc, 1986) [on-line]; accessed 1October 2008; available from http://www.endtime.com/Audio.aspx; Internet.



Verse 10-11 

The Third Trumpet- The sounding of the third trumpet involves a great star named Wormwood polluting a third of the waters. 

The Third Trumpet Interpreted as Chernobyl- Irvin Baxter believes this prophecy was fulfilled when a nuclear power plant in the Ukraine named Chernobyl exploded and rained down a radioactive material called Cesium-137 upon Russian, European and even a portion of American soil. On April 26, 1986 this nuclear reactor exploded sending radioactive material one mile into the sky. The fire inside this reactor burned for three weeks before it was totally extinguished by the Russians. There were 125 ,000 deaths directly attributed to this nuclear meltdown. Those who worked and lived in this vicinity were either killed or poisoned with radioactivity. In addition, this cloud of radiation made its way across Europe. The worst part of this event is the fact that it rained for the next five days in the area of this nuclear fallout, polluting the rivers and lakes across Europe with Cesium-137. Hundreds of thousands of livestock had to be slaughtered because they became contaminated in various ways. It is believed that over 200 million Russians and Europeans became highly contaminated with radiation because of these waters. Its long lasting results will not be known until the first and second generations of children are born from those who live with this contamination. These people are expected to have genetic birth defects as did the Japanese who survived the atomic bombs that destroyed the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki to end World War II. Baxter became convinced of this interpretation of the third trumpet when he found from credible research that the Ukrainian name for "wormwood" is "Chernobyl." 77]

77] Irvin Baxter, Jeremiah , Understanding the End Time: Lesson 12 - The Seven Trumpets (Richmond, Indiana: Endtime, Inc, 1986) [on-line]; accessed 1October 2008; available from http://www.endtime.com/Audio.aspx; Internet.



Verse 12 

The Fourth Trumpet- In the sounding of the fourth trumpet God uses what appears to be the heavenly to judge mankind.



Verse 13 

The Announcement of the Last Three Trumpets - An angel shouts in the midst of heaven to tell John that the last three plagues would be of greater severity than the first four.

Revelation 8:13 — "Woe, woe, woe" - Comments- There are to be three woes, each of which will be associated with the last three trumpets.

Revelation 8:13 — Comments- The angel's statement in Revelation 8:13 implies that the last three trumpets will be more intense than the previous.

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-12 

The Fifth Trumpet - The sounding of the fifth trumpet describes a great smoke and mankind being judged with stinging locusts. 

The Fifth Trumpet Interpreted as the Gulf War- Irvin Baxter suggests this prophecy refers to the 1991Gulf War. When the Iraqi armies fled Kuwait, they set on fire around seven hundred oil wells. The smoke from these oil wells burned for over three months, so that the sun nor the moon were seen in this region for that period of time. He believes the locusts with breastplate of iron may be a description of a helicopter in battle from the eyes of a first-century writer. He also quotes two articles that explain the meaning of Saddam's name as "the destroyer." 78] 

78] Irvin Baxter, Jeremiah , Understanding the End Time: Lesson 12 - The Seven Trumpets (Richmond, Indiana: Endtime, Inc, 1986) [on-line]; accessed 1October 2008; available from http://www.endtime.com/Audio.aspx; Internet.



Verses 13-21 

The Sixth Trumpet - In the sixth trumpet God releases a vast army of horsemen who are allowed to kill one third of the men upon the earth by fire, smoke and brimstone. 

The Sixth Trumpet Interpreted as Nuclear War- Irvin Baxter believes this refers to a nuclear war involving China, and perhaps the United States. 79]

79] Irvin Baxter, Jeremiah , Understanding the End Time: Lesson 12 - The Seven Trumpets (Richmond, Indiana: Endtime, Inc, 1986) [on-line]; accessed 1October 2008; available from http://www.endtime.com/Audio.aspx; Internet.

Revelation 9:16 — Comments- Irvin Baxter says that Mao Zedong, China's former Communist leader, "boasted" in his diary that he could raise an army of two hundred million men. Therefore, he suggests the army referred to in Revelation 9:16 comes from China. He notes China's tremendous economic growth and military build-up. They have recently absorbed Hong Kong's economy, and have their eyes on Taiwan, with its strong economy. 80]

80] Irvin Baxter, Jeremiah , Understanding the End Time: Lesson 12 - The Seven Trumpets (Richmond, Indiana: Endtime, Inc, 1986) [on-line]; accessed 1October 2008; available from http://www.endtime.com/Audio.aspx; Internet.

Revelation 9:20 — "yet repented not of the works of their hands" - Comments- The purpose of God's judgment is for redemption. Every time God brings chastisement and judgment upon mankind it has been for the purpose of redeeming them. However, the last and final judgment will not be redemptive. Rather, it will be to demonstrate God's holiness and implement final justice to a fallen race.

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-14 

Interlude between the Blowing of the Sixth and Seventh Trumpets - Robert Mounce notes that Revelation 10:1 to Revelation 11:14 serves as an interlude between the blowing of the sixth and seventh trumpets. He notes how there are similar interludes between the openings of the sixth and seventh seals ( Revelation 7:1-17) and between the pouring forth of the sixth and seventh bowls ( Revelation 16:13-16). 81]

81] Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation , in The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1997), 298-299.

Revelation 10:7 — Comments- Scholars believe that 1 Corinthians 15:52 is a description of the Rapture of the Church which immediately precedes the seven-year Tribulation period. Irvin Baxter makes the comment that this last trumpet is a reference to the seventh trumpet that sounds in the book of Revelation. 82] We read in Revelation 10:7, "But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets." He suggests the "mystery of God" refers to the Church of Jesus Christ, that mystery that was hidden in ages past. The finishing of this mystery would be the church age, which ends at the time of the Rapture of the Church.

82] Irvin Baxter, Jeremiah , Understanding the End Time: Lesson 12 - The Seven Trumpets (Richmond, Indiana: Endtime, Inc, 1986) [on-line]; accessed 1October 2008; available from http://www.endtime.com/Audio.aspx; Internet.

1 Corinthians 15:52, "In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed."

Revelation 10:9 — Comments- Both John the apostle and Ezekiel are given books to eat. Both experience sweetness at first, then bitterness. 

Ezekiel 3:3, "And he said unto me, Son of Prayer of Manasseh , cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat it; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness."

Ezekiel 3:14, "So the spirit lifted me up, and took me away, and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the LORD was strong upon me."

In Revelation 10:9, John describes the effects of bitterness in his belly. Ezekiel is probably describing the same experience when he says that he became bitter, in the heat or indignation of his spirit.

Revelation 10:9-11 — Comments- Note that Ezekiel ate the book in Ezekiel 3:1-4 for same purpose, and he experienced the same taste in his mouth.

Ezekiel 3:1-4, "Moreover he said unto me, Son of Prayer of Manasseh , eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the house of Israel. So I opened my mouth, and he caused me to eat that roll. And he said unto me, Son of Prayer of Manasseh , cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that I give thee. Then did I eat it; and it was in my mouth as honey for sweetness. And he said unto me, Son of Prayer of Manasseh , go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak with my words unto them."

Perhaps the symbolism of the sweet and the bitter is found in the comments of Sadhu Sundar Singh.

"The cross is like a walnut whose outer rind is bitter, but the inner kernel is pleasant and invigorating. So the cross does not offer any charm of outward appearance, but to the cross-bearer its true character is revealed, and he finds in it the choicest sweets of spiritual peace." 83]

83] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, translated by Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line]; accessed 26 October 2008; available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "V The Cross and the Mystery of Suffering," section 1, part 6.

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-14 

The Two Witnesses - Revelation 11:1-14 describes the testimony of the two witnesses who are slain in the street and resurrected by the power of God.

The Views of the Early Church Regarding the Two Witnesses- Many people have speculated about the identity of these two witnesses in this chapter of Revelation. We can find one view regarding the identity of these two witnesses written in The History of Joseph the Carpenter, an ancient writing of the early church. This early Church document claimed the identity of these two witnesses as being Enoch and Elijah.

"But with reference to Enoch and Elias, and how they remain alive to this day, keeping the same bodies with which they were born; and as to what concerns my father Joseph, who has not been allowed as well as they to remain in the body: indeed, though a man live in the world many myriads of years, nevertheless at some time or other he is compelled to exchange life for death. And I say to you, O my brethren, that they also, Enoch and Elias, must towards the end of time return into the world and die--in the day, namely, of commotion, of terror, of perplexity, and affliction. For Antichrist will slay four bodies, and will pour out their blood like water, because of the reproach to which they shall expose him, and the ignominy with which they, in their lifetime, shall brand him when they reveal his impiety." 84] (The History of Joseph the Carpenter 31)

84] The History of Joseph the Carpenter, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers: Translations of the Writings of the Fathers Down to A.D 325, vol 8: The Twelve Patriarchs, Excerpts and Epistles, The Clementia, Apocrypha, Decretals, Memoirs of Edessa and Syriac Documents, Remains of the First Ages, American ed, eds. Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, Grand Rapids; Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company; Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, 1997, electronic edition), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2009).

Thus, we see that even the early church writers were making comments regarding their identity.

Revelation 11:1 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 
Revelation 11:1 — Comments- In his book Journey Into the Miraculous Todd Bentley says that Revelation 11:1 describes the Lord conducting an evaluation of the Church. The angel measures three things: the temple of God, the altar and those who worship there. The temple represents the believer's lives or the church, local, citywide or national. When the levels of worship, prayer and intercession are right in the church, God will release His end-time power and promise of the spirit of Elijah. 85]

85] Todd Bentley, Journey Into the Miraculous (Victoria, BC, Canada: Hemlock Printers, Ltd, 2003), 330-1.

Revelation 11:2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months. 
Revelation 11:3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 
Revelation 11:3 — Comments- Why would God send two witnesses to prophesy upon the earth at this time? One reason is because of the divine principle that a matter is confirmed in the mouth of two or three witnesses.

Deuteronomy 17:6, "At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death."

Deuteronomy 19:15, "One witness shall not rise up against a man for any iniquity, or for any sin, in any sin that he sinneth: at the mouth of two witnesses, or at the mouth of three witnesses, shall the matter be established."

Matthew 18:16, "But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established."

2 Corinthians 13:1, "This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established."

1 Timothy 5:19, "Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses."

Hebrews 10:28, "He that despised Moses" law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:"



Verses 15-19 

The Seventh Trumpet Sounds - In the seventh trumpet God declares that the kingdoms on earth have become subject to the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. He judges mankind with "lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail" ( Revelation 11:19). 

The Seventh Trumpet Interpreted- Irvin Baxter suggests the seventh and final trumpet is referred to by Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:52, "In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed." Baxter suggests the Rapture of the Church will take place at the time of this last trumpet. 86] The Rapture officially ends the Church Age, and ushers in the Millennial Reign of Christ upon earth. This would explain the opening statement of this passage, "The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever." ( Revelation 11:15)

86] Irvin Baxter, Jeremiah , Understanding the End Time: Lesson 12 - The Seven Trumpets (Richmond, Indiana: Endtime, Inc, 1986) [on-line]; accessed 1October 2008; available from http://www.endtime.com/Audio.aspx; Internet.

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-17 

Israel's Role in the Tribulation Period- There are three characters described through symbolism in Revelation 12:1-6 : the woman, the man child, and the dragon. We know from Revelation 12:9; Revelation 20:2 that the dragon is Satan. However, much debate has come forth as to the identity of the woman and the man child. 

Revelation 12:9, "And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him."

Revelation 20:2, "And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,"

We read in Psalm 74:13-14 about the "heads of leviathan," which represented Israel's ancient enemy Egypt, whom God drowned in the Red Sea.

Psalm 74:13-14, "Thou didst divide the sea by thy strength: thou brakest the heads of the dragons in the waters. Thou brakest the heads of leviathan in pieces, and gavest him to be meat to the people inhabiting the wilderness."

We read again in Ezekiel 29:1 to Ezekiel 32:32 how God will judge Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who is called "the great dragon."

Hilton Sutton believes that the woman represents the nation of Israel, and the man child symbolizes Jesus, who was born from the nation of Israel. 87] The analogy of the sun, moon and stars can be found in Genesis 37:9-10 where Joseph dreamed that these images represented his parents and brothers. The fact that these images are associated with the woman ( Revelation 12:1) suggests that she represents Israel.

87] Hilton Sutton, Revelation: God's Grand Finale (Tulsa, Oklahoma, c 1984), 138.

Regarding the man child, the fact that he is born to rule all nations, and that he is caught up to God and to His throne ( Revelation 12:5) can fit no other human being except the Lord Jesus Christ. We read how the dragon waited for the birth of this child in order to devour him ( Revelation 12:4) describes how Satan waited for thousands of years for the birth of the Messiah in order to destroy Him in his battle to rule this earth. 

The season of 1 ,260 days indicated in Revelation 12:6 and Revelation 12:14 refers to a time period within the seven-year Tribulation Period. Perhaps during the beginning of this seven years God will divine protect His people Israel ( Revelation 12:6; Revelation 12:14), since the Church will be raptured at the beginning of the Tribulation, and there is no longer a believer upon the earth to stand in the gap and intercede for Israel. Thus, God Himself will make a special provision to protect her. In Numbers 33:1-56 we read a list of the many places that the children of Israel encamped, forty-two locations are listed to be exact. Michael Wilcox draws an analogy between the forty-two months that God hides the woman in the wilderness ( Revelation 12:1-17) and the forty-two encampments of Israel in the wilderness (Wilcox, Revelation, The Bible Speaks Today, 118).

It seems that at this time a great battle takes place in heaven, in which Michael and his angels win a spiritual battle and cast Satan down to earth, and out of the heavenly realm in which he has had access since the beginning of creation ( Revelation 12:7-9). There will be great rejoicing in Heaven at this time of Satan's defeat ( Revelation 12:10-12). But this is not good news for the inhabitants of the earth; for now Satan is furious and determined to destroy any remnant of God's people off of the face of the earth ( Revelation 12:13-17). There will be a remnant of Jews who do embrace the Messiah and serve Him faithfully during this period of time ( Revelation 12:17).

Revelation 12:1 — "and upon her head a crown of twelve stars" - Comments- The best explanation of what a crown represents that I have heard comes from Marietta Davis' book Caught Up Into Heaven, which says, "Their crowns represented the starry heavens, being miniature expressions of the wreathed universes that encircle the throne of the Infinite One. 88]

88] Marietta Davis, Caught Up Into Heaven (New Kensington, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1982), 126.

Revelation 12:2 — Comments- We find a mention of the sun, moon and eleven stars in Genesis 37:9-10. 

Genesis 37:9-10, "And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth?"

If the woman symbolizes the nation of Israel, then it makes sense to understand the sun and moon as a representation of the patriarch and matriarch who gave birth to the nation of Israel, and the twelve stars represent the twelve sons and the twelve tribes who came forth from these twelve sons.

One of the more intriguing theories in recent years as to the origin of the star of Bethlehem and the interpretation of Revelation 12:1-5 comes from a lawyer named Frederick A. Larson. His research using computer generated astronomy software provides an accurate map of the alignment of the stars during the time of Christ, reveals strong evidence as to the identification of this famous star. He extracts nine characteristics of the star from the biblical text, then eliminates the possibilities of the star being a meteor, comet, or nova based upon this evidence. 89] He explains how the kingly planet Jupiter fulfilled all of these conditions in 3,2 B.C. In September of 3 B.C. Jupiter made a close "conjunction" to the star "Regulus," so that they appeared as one shining object, an event that happens every twelve years. Jupiter then dropped back from Regulus in a phenomenon called "retrograde motion." The conjuction and retrograde of Jupiter and Regulus took place three times, so that Jupiter appeared to "crown" the star Regulus thrice. In addition, this rare event took place within the constellation Leo the Lion, signifying the tribe of Judah. At this was taking place, the constellation Virgo, which follows Leo, would rise with the sun with the moon following. Larson believes this combination of events fits the vision of Revelation 12:1-5 in which the sign in heaven was a woman clothed with the sun. The constellation of the dragon would follow Virgo in the sky. The time of the full moon could be described as being at her feet. In nine months, June of 2 B.C, the planet Jupiter would travel through the starry sky and cross paths with Venus to form a very bright light. If the Magi had made their way to Jerusalem, then turned south to make the five-mile trip to Bethlehem, they would have seen this conjunction of planets as a bright light over this Messianic city in the early hours of the morning. Such astronomical activity may have gone unnoticed by King Herod until it was pointed out to him. Had the star of Bethlehem been a comet or supernova, everyone would have been familiar with these lights in the sky; thus, Herod had to ask the Magi about this star. Regarding the description of the star stopping over Bethlehem, Larson explains that Jupiter would enter another retrograde motion on 25 December of 2 B.C, so that it appears to have stopped in the eyes of the Magi. Such a combination of astronomical events would meet the descriptions of the Star of Bethlehem. 90]

89] The nine characteristics are "(1) It signified birth. (2) It signified kingship. (3) It had a connection with the Jewish nation. (4) It rose in the east, like other stars. (5) It appeared at a precise time. (6) Herod didn't know when it appeared. (7) It endured over time. (8) It was ahead of the Magi as they went south from Jerusalem to Bethlehem. (9) It stopped over Bethlehem." See Frederick A. Larson, "The Star of Bethlehem," [on-line]; accessed 6 January 2010; available from http://www.bethlehemstar.net; Internet.

90] Frederick A. Larson, "The Star of Bethlehem," [on-line]; accessed 6 January 2010; available from http://www.bethlehemstar.net; Internet.

devour her child as soon as it was born. 
Revelation 12:4 — Comments- Since we know that Satan has stood before the woman since the fall of Adam and Even in the Garden, looking to devour the promised seed that would bruise his head, and looking for the Messiah prophesied of since the birth of the nation of Israel, we can understand that the event of the dragon's tail drawing one third of the angels with him must have taken place before the Fall in the Garden of Eden. It probably took place shortly after the creation of the heavens and the earth, since these fallen angels were cast down upon the earth at the time of their rebellion.

Revelation 12:5 — Comments- There is little doubt that the man child is Jesus Christ. For no other human has ever been caught up to be seated at God's throne.

Revelation 12:9 — Comments- Note that this war in heaven ( Revelation 12:7) was fought after earth was created in the book of Genesis.

Revelation 12:10 — "for the accuser of our brethren is cast down" - Comments- Revelation 12:10 tells us that Satan, the accuser of the brethren, spends day and night accusing Christians of their faults. We find in Romans 8:33-34 a description of how Jesus Christ stands at the right hand of the Father to intercede for those whom Satan has accused.

Romans 8:33-34, "Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God"s elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us."

Paul also warned Timothy about the adversary's opportunities to speak reproachfully against those with sin in the lives. 

1 Timothy 5:14, "I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully."

This tells us that when we sin, we must be quick to confess our sins so that Jesus Christ is given the authority to intercede in our behalf to the Father. We also have the story in Job 1-2of how Satan stood before God and accused Job of being unrighteous in his heart. The Lord said, "…and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause." ( Job 2:3) Thus, we see that Satan's accusations have the potential to move God against us. Job cried out for a redeemer to plead for his innocence, but there was none ( Job 9:33).

Job 9:33, "Neither is there any daysman betwixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both."

Revelation 12:10 — Comments- We read in Revelation 12:10 how the Heavens rejoice because Satan, the accuser of the brethren, referring to the Church, has been cast out of Heaven. We know that during the Church age Satan is in heaven accusing the brethren. Thus, it makes sense to understand that Satan will be cast out of Heaven at the time of the Rapture of the Church, or during the middle of the seven-year Tribulation Period.

Revelation 12:11 — "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb" - Word Study on "overcame" - The Greek word "overcome" ( νικά ω) (G 3528) is used seventeen times in the book of Revelation. Seven of those occurrences are found in John's epistles to the seven churches of Asia Minor in which the Lord Jesus Christ exhorts these believers to overcome. 

Word Study on "by" - In Revelation 12:11 the Greek preposition ότι is used with the accusative, and is translated "because of" (NASB), and "by" (NIV, RSV, KJV).

Jesus said God purchased His Church with His own blood:

Acts 20:28, "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood."

Romans 3:25, "Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;"

Hebrews 2:17, "Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people."

Scripture References- Note:

Romans 5:9, "Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him."

Ephesians 1:7, "In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;"

Ephesians 2:13, "But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ."

Colossians 1:14, "In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:"

Colossians 1:20, "And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven."

Hebrews 9:12, "Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us."

Hebrews 9:22, "And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission."

Hebrews 13:12, "Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate."

Hebrews 13:20, "Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,"

1 Peter 1:2, "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied."

1 Peter 1:19, "But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:"

1 John 1:7, "But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin."

Revelation 1:5, "And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,"

Revelation 5:9,"And they sung a new Song of Solomon , saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;"

Revelation 12:11 — "and they loved not their lives unto the death" - BDAG says that the Greek preposition ἄχρι is used in Revelation 12:11 with the genitive of manner, "faithful unto death" (see ἄχρι 1c). A person chooses to be faithful unto Jesus to the point of dying for Him. 

NIV, "so much as to shrink from death."

RSV, "even unto death." 

NASB, "even when faced with death."

Scripture References- Note:

Luke 14:26, "If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple."

2 Corinthians 1:8-9, "For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life: But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead:"

Revelation 12:11 — Comments - We see in Revelation 12:11 the means by which believers are to be overcomers, which is by the blood of the Lamb, the word of their testimony and by not loving their lives even if it cost them their death. John the apostle will use this Greek word again in 1 John 5:4 by emphasizing that it is our faith in Christ Jesus that enables us to be overcomers.

1 John 5:4, "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith."

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Romans 8:32, "He that spared not his own Song of Solomon , but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?"

Romans 8:37, "Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us."

2 Timothy 2:12, "If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:"

Revelation 12:14 — "And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle" - Comments- We find a reference to eagle's wings in Daniel 7:4. 

Daniel 7:4, "The first was like a lion, and had eagle"s wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a Prayer of Manasseh , and a man"s heart was given to it."

In this Old Testament passage of Daniel some scholars suggest that the lion represents Great Britain and the plucked eagle's wings represent the United States of America. If this is the case, it becomes logical to suggest that these wings of the eagle in Revelation 12:14 also represent the United States. We see in these last days how this is the only nation on earth that is standing by Israel's side to rescue it from many anti-Semitic nations. Hilton Sutton accepts this interpretation of the eagle's wings. 91]

91] Hilton Sutton, Revelation: God's Grand Finale (Tulsa, Oklahoma, c 1984), 148.

Revelation 12:17 — Comments- This rage that will be poured out upon the children of God in the last days will be created by Satan himself. The church has been given a way to overcome, as just stated in Revelation 12:11.

Revelation 12:11, "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death."

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-10 

The Beast from the Sea - In Revelation 13:1-10 John describes a beast that will rise from the sea during the Great Tribulation. The sea is often used to symbolize the nations of the earth. 

A Comparison of the Beast Described in the Book of Daniel - If we compare this one beast to the four beasts described in Daniel's vision of the last days ( Daniel 7:1-28), we find a number of similarities. Daniel sees a lion, a bear and a leopard. John the apostle sees a single beast comprising all three of these animals. The beast that John describes has almost all of the characteristics of the three beasts in Daniel's vision. John's beast has seven heads, and the total number of heads described in Daniel is seven; the lion had one head, the bear had one head, the leopard had four heads and the terrible beast had one head, for a total of seven heads. Irvin Baxter, Jr. says that John's vision of one beast, which comprises the characteristics of three of the beasts in Daniel , suggests that these three nations will form some kind of alliance with the dragon during the Tribulation Period. It is descriptive of a "one-world" power under the influence of the beast and of the dragon that is described in the book of Revelation. 92]

92] Irvin Baxter, Jeremiah , A Message for the President (Richmond, Indiana: Endtime, Inc 1986), chapter 7.

The fourth beast introduced in Daniel 7:7-8 is popularly compared to the beast described in Revelation 13-20. Both beasts are described in prophetic, apocalyptic-style literature ( Daniel , Revelation). Both of these creatures arise out of the sea ( Daniel 7:2-3, Revelation 13:1). Both have ten horns ( Daniel 7:7, Revelation 13:1), which represent ten kings ( Daniel 7:24, Revelation 17:12-13). Both speak with great pomp and blasphemies against God ( Daniel 7:8; Daniel 7:25, Revelation 13:5-6). Both make war with the saints of God ( Daniel 7:25, Revelation 13:7). Both are defeated by God and thrown into flames ( Daniel 7:11, Revelation 17:14; Revelation 20:10), and the kingdoms given to the Son of Man or the Lamb ( Daniel 7:13-14, Revelation 14:1). The emphasis made concerning both of these beasts is their terrible ferocity and ten horns, which represent ten kings. The fact that these ten horns were on one beast symbolizes the union of these ten kings and their nations. Because of these many similarities and the context in which they are introduced in biblical prophecy, both beasts are most commonly interpreted by scholars to represent the Roman Empire.

The beast of Daniel 7 is generally associated with the image seen in Nebuchadnezzar's dream in chapter 2. For example, Archer says that this beast represents the Roman Empire with its widespread power that ruled with an iron fist. He notes that the ten horns correspond to the ten toes on Nebuchadnezzar"s image in chapter 2. These ten horns represent the rise of the Roman Empire in the last days from which the Antichrist will arise, who is represented by the little horn that arises and uproots three of the ten horns. 93] The little horn that arises and plucks up three horns may refer to the Antichrist, the dictator that will speak with great power and blasphemy during the Great Tribulation.

93] Gleason L. Archer, Jeremiah , Daniel , The Expositor's Bible Commentary, vol 7, eds. Frank E. Gaebelien, J. D. Douglas, Dick Polcyn (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Pub. House), 1976-1992, in Zondervan Reference Software, v 28 [CD-ROM] (Grand Rapids, MI: The Zondervan Corp, 1989-2001), notes on Daniel 7:8.

Figurative Meaning of the Number "Ten" in Scripture- The Hebrew phrase "ten times" ( פְּעָמִ֔ים עֶ֣שֶׂר) is used several times in the Old Testament, being made up of two words, "ten" ( עֶשֶׂר) (H 6235), and "times" ( פַּעַם) (H 6471). Although the literal translation Isaiah , "ten times," John Gill understands the phrase "ten times" in Numbers 14:22 as an idiom to mean a rounded number, which is equivalent to "time after time," thus "numerous times." He says that although the Jews counted ten literal occasions when Israel tempted the Lord during the wilderness journeys, Aben Ezra gives this phrase a figurative meaning of "many times." 94] T. E. Espin adds to the figurative meaning of Numbers 14:22 by saying that Israel had tempted the Lord to its fullness, so that the Lord would now pass judgment upon them, even denying them access into the Promised Land, which is clearly stated in the next verse. 95]

94] John Gill lists ten literal occasions, "twice at the sea, Exodus 14:11; twice concerning water, Exodus 15:23; twice about manna, Exodus 16:2; twice about quails, Exodus 16:12; once by the calf, Exodus 32:1; and once in the wilderness of Paran, Numbers 14:1, which last and tenth was the present temptation." John Gill, Numbers , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Numbers 14:22.

95] E. T. Espin and J. F. Thrupp, Numbers , in The Holy Bible According to the Authorized Version (A.D 1611), with an Explanation and Critical Commentary and a Revision of the Translation, by Bishops and Clergy of the Anglican Church, vol 1, part 1, ed. F. C. Cook (London: John Murray, 1871), 702.

We can see the same phrase "ten times" used as an idiom in several passages in the Scriptures:

Genesis 31:7, "And your father hath deceived me, and changed my wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt me."

Numbers 14:22, "Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice;"

Nehemiah 4:12, "And it came to pass, that when the Jews which dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten times, From all places whence ye shall return unto us they will be upon you."

The NAB translates this phrase in Genesis 31:7 as "time after time."

NAB, "yet your father cheated me and changed my wages time after time. God, however, did not let him do me any harm."

The number ten represents a counting system that is based on ten units. Thus, the number ten can be interpreted literally to represent the numerical system, or it can be given a figurative meaning to reflect the concept of multiple occurrences.

Illustration- Jesus told Peter that we are to forgive seventy seven times ( Matthew 18:22). In this passage, Jesus did not literally mean that we were to forgive only seventy seven times, but that we were to forgive as often as was necessary to forgive, which is many times.

Matthew 18:22, "Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven."

Thus, the ten horns representing ten kings probably carry the figurative meaning of many kings.

Revelation 13:3 — Comments- Revelation 13:3 describes the wounding to death of one of the heads of the beast and its miraculous healing. Some scholars suggest that during the Tribulation Period the beast will be wounded to death and come back to life. Irvin Baxter, Jr. suggests that this wound to one of the seven heads of this beast may represent the wounding of the nation of Germany, which nation was divided after World War II in an attempt to forever destroy the Third Reich. The fact that Germany has now been reunited would be symbolized by the healing of its deadly wound. Its recovery has been described today as an economic miracle. 96]

96] Irvin Baxter, Jeremiah , A Message for the President (Richmond, Indiana: Endtime, Inc 1986), chapter 7.

Revelation 13:7 — Comments- Hilton Sutton says that Revelation 13:7 describes the "assignment" of the beast, and not his "accomplishments." 97] This means that Satan does not control the earth during the tribulation, but rather attempts to "anoint" a creature that will attempt to do so. Sutton was commenting on the widespread belief that Satan will control the entire earth during the Great Tribulation period. 

97] Hilton Sutton, Revelation: God's Grand Finale (Tulsa, Oklahoma, c 1984), 160-1.



Verses 1-18 

The Two Beasts - Revelation 13:1-18 describes two beasts that will rise to power and influence during the time of the Great Tribulation.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. The Beast from the Sea — Revelation 13:1-10
2. The Beast from the Earth — Revelation 13:11-18


Verses 11-18 

The Beast from the Earth - In Revelation 13:11-18 John describes his vision of a beast that rises from the earth.

Revelation 13:18 — Comments- Irenaeus (A.D 130 to 200) has an interesting interpretation of this number. He compares the number 600 to the age of Noah when the flood came and states that this beast represents all iniquity before the flood destroyed the wickedness off of the earth ( Genesis 7:6). Irenaeus compares the size of the statue made by Nebuchadnezzar of sixty cubits high and six cubits wide as representing all of the iniquity of mankind since the flood ( Daniel 3:1). He interpreted this statue of Nebuchadnezzar to be figurative of the coming beast in the book of Revelation , in which the whole world was to fall down and worship it. 98]

98] Irenaeus writes, "And there is therefore in this beast, when he comes, a recapitulation made of all sorts of iniquity and of every deceit, in order that all apostate power, flowing into and being shut up in him, may be sent into the furnace of fire. Fittingly, therefore, shall his name possess the number six hundred and sixty-six, since he sums up in his own person all the commixture of wickedness which took place previous to the deluge, due to the apostasy of the angels. For Noah was six hundred years old when the deluge came upon the earth, sweeping away the rebellious world, for the sake of that most infamous generation which lived in the times of Noah. And [Antichrist] also sums up every error of devised idols since the flood, together with the slaying of the prophets and the cutting off of the just. For that image which was set up by Nebuchadnezzar had indeed a height of sixty cubits, while the breadth was six cubits; on account of which Ananias, Azarias, and Misael, when they did not worship it, were cast into a furnace of fire, pointing out prophetically, by what happened to them, the wrath against the righteous which shall arise towards the [time of the] end. For that image, taken as a whole, was a prefiguring of this man"s coming, decreeing that he should undoubtedly himself alone be worshipped by all men. Thus, then, the six hundred years of Noah, in whose time the deluge occurred because of the apostasy, and the number of the cubits of the image for which these just men were sent into the fiery furnace, do indicate the number of the name of that man in whom is concentrated the whole apostasy of six thousand years, and unrighteousness, and wickedness, and false prophecy, and deception; for which things" sake a cataclysm of fire shall also come [upon the earth]." (Against Heresies 5292)

Genesis 7:6, "And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth."

Daniel 3:1, "Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon."

Philip Schaff mentions another conjecture, which notes that the number 666 adds up to the Hebrew spelling of the Emperor Nero, Neron Kaesar, as follows: n (n) = 50, r (r) = 200, (o) = 6, (n) = 50, q (k) = 100, s (S) = 60, r (r) = 200; in all 666. 99]

99] Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol 1: Apostolic Christianity A.D 1-100 (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1955), 845.

John Hagee says that the name of the antichrist in Hebrew will add up to the number 666. 100] Jack van Impe tells us that the Roman numbering system adds up to 666:

100] John Hagee, John Hagee Today (San Antonio, Texas: John Hagee Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

I — 1

V — 5

X — 10

L — 50

C — 100

D — 500

Total — 666 101]

101] Jack Van Impe, Jack Van Impe Presents (Jack Van Impe Ministries, Troy, Michigan), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

The final letter M = 1000 may represent the thousand year Millennial Reign of Christ that follows the mark of the beast.

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-18 

Revelation 14:6 — "having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth" - Comments - The Holy Scriptures will be a vital part of God's children throughout eternity, even after all prophecies have been fulfilled. We will study God's Word in Heaven and talk about it for eternity. 

Illustration- Rick Joyner writes, "Yes, there will be preaching and teaching in heaven. For all of eternity, My story will be told. That is why it is called the eternal gospel. I am he Word and I am Truth, and words of truth will forever fill My creation. All of creation will delight in My words of truth just as you are now." 102]

102] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 180.

Revelation 14:7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. 
Revelation 14:7 — Comments- Revelation 14:7 gives us a call of repentance. We see throughout these calamities that are brought upon the earth that God is using them to call mankind to repentance. The time of the Tribulation will be a time of many souls coming to repentance. Yet, there will be many who will not do so because of the depravity of their hearts. Note the numerous references in Revelation to the unrepentance of men during this time:

Revelation 9:20, "And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:"

Revelation 9:21, "Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts."

Revelation 16:9, "And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory."

Revelation 16:11, "And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds."

Revelation 14:8 And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. 
Revelation 14:9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 
Revelation 14:10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 
Revelation 14:10 — Comments - Revelation 14:10 reveals to us that those in the presence of the Lamb will be able to see the ones who are being tormented in the lake of fire. Isaiah the prophet made a similar prophecy in his closing words in the book of Isaiah ( Isaiah 66:23-24).

Isaiah 66:23-24, "And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD. And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh."

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-8 

Revelation 15:3 — "And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God" - Comments- Moses could have carried many titles and accolades. He was well educated in the schools of Egypt. He was an author and a great leader, but his greatest lay in the power of God that worked in his life. The greatest men of God are recognized as servants and not necessarily as leaders. Thus, the most honorable title that could ever be given to a man would be "a servant of God."

Deuteronomy 34:5, "So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD."

Joshua 1:1, "Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses" minister, saying,"

Revelation 15:3-4 — Comments - The Song of Moses- Another song of Moses in recorded in Deuteronomy 32.

Revelation 15:6 — Comments- Note how these seven angels are dressed like Jesus Christ was dressed in Revelation 1:13
Revelation 1:13, "And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of Prayer of Manasseh , clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle."

Revelation 15:8 — Comments- The description of the Temple in Heaven in Revelation 15:8 is similar to the one given in 2 Chronicles 7:1-2 when the glory of God filled Solomon's temple in Jerusalem.

2 Chronicles 7:1-2, "Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the house." And the priests could not enter into the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD had filled the LORD"S house."

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-21 

Revelation 16:13-16 — Interlude between the Pouring Forth of the Sixth and Seventh Bowls - Robert Mounce notes that Revelation 16:13-16 serves as an interlude between the pouring forth of the sixth and seventh bowls. He notes how there are similar interludes between the openings of the sixth and seventh seals ( Revelation 7:1-17) and between the blowing of the sixth and seventh trumpets ( Revelation 10:1 to Revelation 11:14). 103]

103] Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation , in The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1997), 298-299.

Revelation 16:13 — Comments - The Greek word βάτραχος (frog) appears only once in the New Testament ( Revelation 16:13). Each member of this unholy trinity (the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet) poured forth an unclean spirit in the image of a frog out of their mouths.

The dragon is introduced in Revelation 12:1-17 as Satan, who persecutes the woman clothed with the son and her offspring, which are those children of God who keep His commandments and have the testimony of Jesus Christ on their lips ( Revelation 12:17).

The beast is introduced in Revelation 13:1-10 as one who is given power, a throne, and authority by Satan to blaspheme God and make war with the saints of God.

Robert Mounce believes the false prophet ( Revelation 16:13; Revelation 19:20; Revelation 20:10), who is mentioned only three times and always in association with the first beast, is the second beast described in Revelation 13:11-18, who becomes the spokesman for the first beast. 104]

104] Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation , in The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, 1997), 299.

Revelation 16:14 — Comments - These demonic working of miracles in Revelation 16:14 has the intent to gather the nations against God, most likely focusing upon the city of Jerusalem. Paul the apostle refers to the deceptive workings and miracles of Satan during the last days. Because mankind had harden their hearts towards the God of heaven, He will send them strong delusions so that they will believe these lies and be eternally damned.

2 Thessalonians 2:8-12, "And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness."

This battle is described in Revelation 19:11-21 as Jesus Christ rides from Heaven upon a white horse and destroys the enemies of God with the Word of His mouth. Among this army are the beast and the false prophet who deceived the nations. A great battle of the nations gathering against Israel is described in Ezekiel 38-39 and Zechariah 14:1-9
Revelation 16:15 — Comments - Jesus interjects a warning in the midst of the visions of the pouring forth of the sixth and seventh bowls. He repeats His warnings to the church in Sardis ( Revelation 3:3-4) and to the church of the Laodiceans ( Revelation 3:17-18). Jesus will come as a thief in the night in the sense that it is impossible to predict the time of His coming. 

Revelation 3:3-4, "Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee. Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy."

Revelation 3:17-18, "Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see."

This statement can be interpreted as evidence that the rapture of the Church has not yet taken place, thus supporting the view of a mid-tribulation or post-tribulation rapture.

Revelation 16:15 — Scripture References - There are a number of Scriptures that refer to Jesus Christ coming as a thief in the night ( Matthew 24:43-44, 1 Thessalonians 5:2, 2 Peter 3:10, Revelation 3:3; Revelation 16:15).

Matthew 24:43-44, "But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh."

1 Thessalonians 5:2, "For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night."

2 Peter 3:10, "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up."

Revelation 3:3, "Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee."

Revelation 16:15, "Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame."

Revelation 16:16 — Word Study on "Armageddon" - The Greek word "Armageddon" ( αρμαγεδώ ν) (G 717) literally means, "mount or city of Megiddo" (Strong). This is the only use of the Greek word in the New Testament. Strong says it is a combination of two Hebrew words. The first Hebrew word is ( הַר) (H 2022), which means, "a mountain or range of hills." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 546 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "mountain 261, mount 224, hill 59, hill country 1, promotion 1." The second Hebrew word is ( מְגִדֹּו) or ( מְגִדֹּון) (H 4023), which refers to the Palestinian city of "Megiddon," or "Megiddo." The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 12times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Megiddo 11, Megiddon 1."

Revelation 16:16 — Comments - The Jewish town of Megiddo lay at the southwestern end of the plain of Esdraelon (Valley of Jezreel), on the boundary of the tribes of Issachar and Manassah (Smith). It was located at a strategic pass that allowed travelers from the north to enter the hill country of Palestine. Thus, the Plain of Megiddo is a place where many famous ancient battles have taken place. It is here that Barak and Deborah defeated Jabin the king of Canaan ( Judges 4:1-24). 

Judges 4:13-14, "And Sisera gathered together all his chariots, even nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the people that were with him, from Harosheth of the Gentiles unto the river of Kishon. And Deborah said unto Barak, Up; for this is the day in which the LORD hath delivered Sisera into thine hand: is not the LORD gone out before thee? So Barak went down from mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after him."

It is where Gideon's band of three hundred men defeated ten thousand Midianites ( Judges 6:1 to Judges 7:25). 

Judges 6:33, "Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the children of the east were gathered together, and went over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel."

It is here that King Saul was tragically slain in battle ( 1 Samuel 31:1-13). Mount Gilboa is a mountainous ridge southeast of the Plain of Esdraelon.

1 Samuel 29:1, "Now the Philistines gathered together all their armies to Aphek: and the Israelites pitched by a fountain which is in Jezreel."

1 Samuel 31:8, "And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and his three sons fallen in mount Gilboa."

It is the place where Josiah, king of Judah, was slain by the king of Egypt.

2 Kings 23:29, "In his days Pharaohnechoh king of Egypt went up against the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates: and king Josiah went against him; and he slew him at Megiddo, when he had seen him."

2 Chronicles 35:22, "Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from him, but disguised himself, that he might fight with him, and hearkened not unto the words of Necho from the mouth of God, and came to fight in the valley of Megiddo."

In later years it served as a battlefield for the Romans as well as the Crusaders. Most recently the Turks fought here against the French under General Kleber with the aid of Napolean. 105] The reason this location is so strategic for battle is because it is the only pass through the mountain range that extends from the north to the south of Israel. Many armies have used this natural pass to enter the Jordan Valley and march down towards Jerusalem. This will be the route taken by Russia and its allies during the Battle of Armageddon.

105] "Jezreel," in A Dictionary of the Holy Bible, for General Use in the Study of the Scriptures; with Engravings, Maps and Tables, eds. William Wilberforce Rand and Edward Robinson (New York: American Tract Society, 1859), 229.

Revelation 16:17 — Comments - The seventh vial being poured forth upon the earth marks the end of God the Father's triplicate of seven judgments. The Tribulation Period is marked by seven seals being opened, seven trumpets sounding, and seven vials or bowls being pour out upon the earth. God the Father has completed His role and His wrath is complete. With this seventh vial comes the final and ultimate destruction of Babylon, representing the four empires that ruled the world during the Times of the Gentiles: Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome. The Times of the Gentiles comes to an end at the destruction of Babylon in Revelation 17:1 to Revelation 19:10 and Jesus returns to defeat the nations who have encamped against the holy city of Jerusalem, where He will then reign on earth during the thousand-year Millennial Reign.

Revelation 16:20 — Comments- If we interpret Revelation 16:20 geographically, we note that islands are simply mountains in the sea, and mountains are raised areas upon the land. Perhaps this great earthquake will be so strong that it causes massive mountains to settle.

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-10 

Babylon and Its Fall - Revelation 17:1 to Revelation 19:10 describes Babylon, its rebellion against God ( Revelation 17:1-18), its fall ( Revelation 18:1-24), and praise unto God for its destruction ( Revelation 19:1-10). The fact that the Tribulation Period marks the end of the Times of the Gentiles, a period in which Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome raised empires that ruled the known world, suggests that the fall of Babylon in Revelation 17:1 to Revelation 19:10 essentially marks the end of human rule upon earth. Jesus will return to earth at this time and set up His earthly kingdom, ruling from the holy city of Jerusalem. Whether biblical scholars interpret Babylon in the book of Revelation to symbolize the Roman Empire or to literary mean the city of Babylon, the fact is that the world's system of rule that began with Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome ends at this time, ushering in a new era of God's plan of redemption for mankind.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline:

1. Babylon as an Earthly Institution — Revelation 17:1-18
2. The Fall of Babylon — Revelation 18:1-24
3. Heaven's Praises for Babylon's Fall — Revelation 19:1-10
The Personification of the City Called Babylon - In Revelation 17:1-18 John the apostle introduces a figurative character of a woman, a harlot, whom he calls Babylon, and later describes as the great city. The most popular interpretation of this passage is to identify the city as Rome, whom John personifies in this passage of Scripture as the "mother of harlots." One of the strongest argues in support of the city of Rome is the description of her sitting upon seven hills ( Revelation 17:9). The city of Rome has been popularly known as the city of seven hills since antiquity, as seen in Classical literature, with Virgin and Propertius using very similar language to John the apostle in personifying the city of Rome with her enthronement and pomp among the nations.

The Latin scholar Varro (116-27 B.C.) writes, "Where Rome now Isaiah , was called the Septimontium [Seven Hills] from the same number of hills which the City afterwards embraced within its walls." (On the Latin Language 541) 106]

106] Virro, On the Latin Language, vol 1, trans. Roland G. Kent, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, 1938), 39.

The Latin poet Virgil (70-19 B.C.) writes, "…thus Rome became of all things the fairest, and with a single city"s wall enclosed her seven hills." (Georgics ) 107] He also personifies the city of Rome much like John the apostle, writing, "Lo! under his auspices, my Song of Solomon , that glorious Rome shall bound her empire by earth, her pride by heaven, and with a single city"s wall shall enclose her seven hills, blest in her brood of men: even as the Berecyntian Mother, turret-crowned, rides in her car through the Phrygian cities, glad in her offspring of gods, and clasping a hundred of her children"s children, all denizens of heaven, all tenants of the heights above." (Aeneid 6783) 108]

107] Virgil, vol 1, trans. H. Rushton Fairclough, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, 1938), 153.

108] Virgil, vol 1, trans. H. Rushton Fairclough, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, 1938), 561.

The Latin poet Horace (65-8 B.D.) writes, "To the Immortal Gods a hymn to raise Who in the seven-hilled City take delight." (The Secular Hymn 5) 109]

109] The Works of Horace, vol 2, trans. Theodore Martin (Edinburgh: William Blackwood and Sons, 1881), 97.

The Latin poet Propertius (50-45 to 15 B.C.) personifies the city of Rome, using a number of similar statements to John the apostle, writing, "No day shall ever free thee of this stain, O Rome…The city high-throned on the seven hills, the queen of all the world, was terrified by a woman's might and feared her threats! What boots it now to have broken the axes of Tarquin, whose proud life brands him with the name of ‘proud,' if we must needs endure a woman's tyranny? Rome, take thy triumph and, saved from doom, implore long life for Augustus. Yet didst thou fly, O queen, to the wandering streams of timorous Nile!" (31136, 46-52) 110]

110] Proterius, trans. H. E. Butler, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, 1916), 215-217.

The Latin poet Ovid (43 B.C. to A.D 17) writes, "…but Rome, that gazes about from her seven hills upon the whole world, Rome, the place of empire and the gods." (Tristia 1569) 111]

111] Ovid: Tristia, Ex Ponto, trans. Arthur Leslie Wheeler, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, 1939), 33.

The Latin historian Pliny (A.D 23-79) writes, "Romulus left Rome possessing three or, to accept the statement of the authorities putting the number highest, four gates. The area surrounded by its walls at the time of the principate and censorship of the Vespasians, in the 826th year of its foundation, measured 13miles and 200 yards in circumference, embracing seven hills." (Natural History 366-67) 112]

112] Pliny, Natural History, vol 2, trans. H. Rackham, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann, 1961), 51.

The Latin poet Juvenal (late 1st or early 2nd c. A.D.) writes, "Juv. Fear not: you will never want a pathic friend, These hills standing and safe : from every where to them There come together, in chariots and ships..." (Satires 9130-132) 113]

113] Juvenal and Persius, vol 1 , trans. M. Madan (Oxford: J. Vincent, 1839), 305.



Verses 1-18 

Babylon as an Earthly Institution - Revelations Revelation 17:1-18 describes Babylon as an earthly institution that exalts itself against God.

Revelation 17:4 — Comments- If someone were to watch a parade of Roman Catholic cardinals with their pope in the Vatican in Rome, he would see all of the items described in Revelation 17:4. Non-cardinal archbishops and bishops wear purple. Scarlet is the color of the cardinals. The pope's crown is made of gold and many of these bishops wear heavy golden crosses. Pearls are often used in the form of a rosary. 114]

114] Irvin Baxter, Jeremiah , A Message for the President (Richmond, Indiana: Endtime, Inc 1986).

Revelation 17:10 — Comments- Marilyn Hickey teaches that six of these kings represent the six ancient kingdoms of the past: Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Medo-Persian, Greece and the Roman Empire. When John the apostle was writing this book, the Roman Empire was still in power over the known world. She says that the seventh king will rule during the Tribulation period as the Antichrist. This is why Revelation 17:11 says that the seventh king will rule for a short time. 115]

115] Marilyn Hickey, Today With Marilyn and Sarah (Englewood, Colorado: Marilyn Hickey Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Revelation 17:11 — Comments- Marilyn Hickey teaches that the description of the beast in Revelation 17:11 being the eighth king and is of the seventh refers to the fact that this beast will be wounded unto death and live again ( Revelation 13:1-10). 116]

116] Marilyn Hickey, Today With Marilyn and Sarah (Englewood, Colorado: Marilyn Hickey Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Note: — Comments- Note in this chapter that the last great battle to be fought will be between God and Babylon. It is interesting to note that the first military battle to be fought in the Scriptures was between Abraham and the king of Shinar, which is Babylon (see Genesis 14).

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-24 

The Fall of Babylon - Revelation 18:1-24 describes the fall of Babylon.

Revelation 18:8 — "and she shall be utterly burned with fire" - Comments- The great city of Rome, referred to as Babylon by the early Church, was almost entirely burned to the ground in A.D 64. Philip Schaff writes, "This fearful catastrophe must have been before the mind of St. John in the Apocalypse when he wrote his funeral dirge of the downfall of imperial Rome ( Revelation 18)." 117]

117] Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, vol 1 (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1955), 380.

Revelation 18:20 — Comments- The apostles and prophets were given the duty of delivering the New and Old Testaments to the children of God. The books of the Old Testament were delivered through the office of the prophets, and the books of the New Testament were written with apostolic authority. The apostles are here listed before the prophets because this office now takes primacy in New Testament Church. The apostles and prophets spoke of this great event when God takes vengeance upon the wicked, who have persecuted God's people over the centuries. 

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-10 

Heaven's Praises for Babylon's Fall - Revelation 19:1-10 describes the scene in heaven when praise goes forth for the fall of Babylon.

Alleluia- The Greek word ἀλληλουϊ̈ α (G 239) is used four times in the New Testament ( Revelation 19:1; Revelation 19:3-4; Revelation 19:6), and each time it is transliterated into English as "Alleluia." This word literally means, "praise Yahweh" (BDAG). Its Hebrew equivalent ( הַ֥לְלוּ יָ֨הּ), meaning "praise the Lord," is used throughout the Old Testament, particularly in the last few psalms.

Jack Taylor notes that in the preceding chapters ( Revelation 17-18) John draws a picture of a political system which has joined hands to unite the world, with a prostitute riding the back of the beast. Now, in Revelation 19:1-8 John describes four movements in this great drama of redemption. Taylor offers the following sermon outline:

Verse 1 - The Alleluia of His Redemption is completed (crowned). Salvation: event past, future accomplishment, and a present reality. It is not static.

Verse 2-3 - The Alleluia of Retribution is completed. Sin, justice will find man out. The false church and system is cast down

Verse 4-5 - Alleluia of the Reign confirmed. God is reigning

Verse 6-7 - Alleluia of the Relationship consummated. What God has started, He has finished. Death will be last that shall be put away.

Jack Taylor says Jenners put together an oratorio in 1741. It was sent to a musician in London named George Fredrich Handel, who then wrote the music, "I think I saw all heaven, God with it." 118]

118] Jack Taylor, "Sermon on Revelation 19:1-8 ," Sunday Night, Southcliff Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas, 17 October 1982 

Revelation 19:5 — "both small and great" - Comments- The phrase "both small and great" in Revelation 19:5 does not refer to the physical stature of men and women, but rather, their positions before God's throne. This implies that there will be a reward system for all believers when they get to heaven. Some will be considered great, while others small, in the divine reward system that all of us must accept. 

Revelation 19:10 — "for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy" - Comments - In order to understand this statement, it will help to refer to similar passages in the Scriptures. For example, we know that the books of Old Testament were written under the spirit of prophecy. Jesus tells us in John 5:39 that they testify of Him.

John 5:39, "Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me."

He then tells us in John 15:26 that under the New Covenant the Holy Spirit will continue to testify of the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

John 15:26, "But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:"



Verses 11-21 

Christ on the White Horse Defeats the Beast and His Armies: The Battle of Armageddon - In Revelation 19:11-21 we have the description of the final battle that ends the seven-year Tribulation Period. Jesus comes from Heaven riding a white horse with a host from heaven. Other parallel passages tell us that the beast and his mighty army have gathered against the holy city Jerusalem. Jesus opens His mouth and smites them with a mighty slaughter. He then invites the beasts of the earth and the fowls of the air to gather together to feast upon the slain. We find a similar battle described in Ezekiel 38:1 to Ezekiel 39:29 in which Russia and its allies gather against Jerusalem. In this battle the beasts and fowls are also called to feast upon the dead. Thus, many scholars believe that these two passages describe the same event. Some call it the Battle of Armageddon that will take place in the plain of Megiddo.

Revelation 19:13 — "and on his head were many crowns" - Comments - The multitude of crowns on the head of Jesus Christ represents His unlimited rulership over the nations of the earth. 

Revelation 19:15 — Scripture Reference- Note: 

Isaiah 11:4, "But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked."

Revelation 19:17-18 — Comments- The Fowls and Beasts are Called to Devour the Slain - We find a parallel passage to this in Ezekiel 39:17-20.

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-10 

The Millennial Reign of Christ Jesus- When Satan tempted man in the Garden of Eden, man relinquished his legal right to Satan dominion this earth. This loss of authority brought man into bondage to sin for six thousand years. The Mosaic Law states that the year of Jubilee, which follows the seventh Sabbath year, the fiftieth year of the land, is a time of deliverance from all bondage, at which time all property is restored to those who sold themselves into bondage, and all land is restored to its rightful owners ( Leviticus 25:8-17). In a similar manner, Satan will have to give up his legal rights on this earth for the Sabbath millennium.

Revelation 20:1 — Comments - Note that this angel was not Michael, or the text most likely would have mentioned so. This was an angel in Heaven, given the task of binding Satan in the bottomless pit, a task reveals the utter weakness and total defeat of Satan.

Revelation 20:2 — "that old serpent" - Comments - This phrase immediately takes us back to the story of the Fall of man in Genesis 3:1-19. We must realize that the book of Genesis is giving us literal facts. This is not an allegorical story designed to explain mysterious events. Therefore, we believe that Satan actually manifested himself in the form of a serpent for the purpose of succeeding in his deception. We have confirmation that this serpent was in fact Satan when he is called that "old serpent" in the book of Revelation.



Verses 11-15 

The Great White Throne Judgment - Revelation 20:11-15 gives us details of the Great White Throne Judgment that will take place at the end of the Millennial Reign of Christ. This judgment focuses upon the dead, which are those sinners who did not accept Christ Jesus as their Saviour.

Revelation 20:11 — "And I saw a great white throne" - Comments - This is the only place in Scripture where the throne of God is describes as "white."

Revelation 20:11 — "from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away" - Comments - This is a figurative way of saying that at this time God will destroy the present heavens and the earth. It will take place during the process of the Great White Throne Judgment. For after this event, Revelation 21:1 tells us that John saw a new heavens and a new earth.

2 Peter 3:12-14, "Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless."

Revelation 20:12 — "and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life" - Comments - The Scriptures reveal that there are several books in Heaven. One book records man"s works, and another book lists those saints who have accepted Christ as their Saviour.

Revelation 20:12 — Comments - For a description of the judgment of the saints, we can go to the epistle of First Corinthians. 

1 Corinthians 3:10-15, "According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man"s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man"s work of what sort it is. If any man"s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man"s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire."

2 Corinthians 5:10, "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad."

Revelation 20:13 — "and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them" - Comments- A sinner first experiences death, then goes to hell.

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-5 

The Heavenly Jerusalem - Revelation 21:1 to Revelation 22:5 describes the Heavenly Jerusalem. If the book of Revelation gives us a breathtaking description of the new Jerusalem falling from heaven and dwelling upon a new earth, how much more when we see it with our eyes.

Revelation 21:1 — Comments- The Scriptures tell us that the first heaven and earth will be consumed with a fervent heat. See: 

2 Peter 3:10-12, "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?"

Revelation 21:4 — "And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes" - Comments- In his book Heaven: Close Encounters of the God Kind, Jesse Duplantis was speaking with Jesus about this verse. Jesus Christ said that the worst day of His life is yet to come. He then explained that on the Great Judgment Day all tears will be wiped away. Jesus said that this included His tears because once judgment is set there will be no more opportunity for the lost. Jesus was broken and sorrowful because He knew the day was coming when some of God's creation would be eternally damned to Hell, and those in Hell are souls for whom Christ died. 119]

119] Jesse Duplantis, Heaven Close Encounters of the God Kind (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Harrison House, 1996), 125-7.

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Isaiah 25:8, "He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD hath spoken it."

Revelation 7:17, "For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."

Revelation 21:8 — "But the fearful" - Comments- Why would it be sinful to be fearful? Is not fear a natural human characteristic? Here is an example to explain how it becomes sinful. As I am now managing a group of marketing agents in Lighthouse Television, I am evaluating the performance of each agent. Some of the agents are confident enough to continually call me, or come to my office and keep me briefed on the status of potential clients. However, other marketing agents are too fearful to call me. I have to pull information out of them. This timidity makes for an unproductive performance for this agent. In fact, I get angry when information is not given to me quickly enough to avoid problems. This timidity is not fitting for the position of a marketing agent. Rather, boldness and confidence are needed to perform well. I want to replace these timid, fearful agents with those who are confident, who take the initiative to communicate with me on a regular basis. (January 2001)

Note:

2 Timothy 1:7, "For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind."

1 John 4:18, "There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love."

Revelation 21:10 — Comments- The Book of Jubilees (426-27) tells us that this Mount Zion will be sanctified in the new creation for a sanctification of the earth; through it will the earth be sanctified from all (its) guilt and its uncleanness throughout the generations of the world. 120]

120] The Book of Jubilees, translated by R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 1-82 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 19.

Revelation 21:12 — "and had twelve gates" - Comments- In the Tabernacle of Moses" time, there was only one gate into the courtyard. The tribe of Judah encamped before this gate and Moses' family encamped directly in front of this gate. These twelve gates show that in heaven, all nations and tribes will all have access to fellowship of God.

Revelation 21:12 — "and at the gates twelve angels" - Comments- These twelve angels guarded these twelve gates. Note also that in the Garden of Eden, there were two angels who guarded the entrance. 

Genesis 3:24, "So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life."

Revelation 21:14 — Comments- In his book Heaven: Close Encounters of the God Kind Jesse Duplantis tells how he stopped at this wall to read the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. He read the names of Peter, Paul, James and John before the angel took him by the hand and pulled him into the City of God. 121]

121] Jesse Duplantis, Heaven Close Encounters of the God Kind (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Harrison House, 1996), 85-7.

Revelation 21:27 — Comments- We read in Revelation 21:27 that "there shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth." The word "anything" is found in the neuter gender, so that its meaning not only refers to people, but to all things, animate and inanimate, living and non-living. So we read the account of Rebecca Springer's visit to Heaven in the book Within Heaven's Gates where she ate the fruit of the trees and the juice fell down upon her white garment. But as she looked for a defiling stain on her white role, she found none. After eating she looked at her hands and they were as fresh as if they had just been washed. Then she noticed that there was no rotten fruit on the ground under these trees, because as soon as it falls it evaporates so as not to defile the beautiful garden. 122]

122] Rebecca Springer, Within Heaven's Gates (Springdale, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1984), 26-8.

Revelation 22:1 — Comments- Mary K. Baxter, in her heavenly vision, describes the river of life as "a sea of glass, like a sea of crystal, but it was flowing." 123] This description matches that given earlier in the book of Revelation:

123] Mary K. Baxter, A Divine Revelation of Heaven (New Kensington, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1998), 126.

Revelation 4:6, "And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind."

In his book I Saw Heaven Roberts Lairdon mentions the River of Life, "The River of Life is quite different from anything on earth. When you walk into it, it purifies you. It cleanses you of anything remaining from your earthlife and gives you life from its source, the Throne of God." 124]

124] Roberts Lairdon, I Saw Heaven (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Albury Publishing, 1991), 39.

Revelation 22:1-2 — Comments- Every major book written by those who have been to Heaven describe the river of life and the tree of life. Jesse Duplantis makes a special note about the purpose of the fruit on the tree of life. He and others were told to eat the fruit and to smell its leaves in order to gain strength for their journey to the throne of God. It helped people to stay in the glory of God. When Jesse began to feel weak, his angel went over to this tree, picked its fruit and had him eat it to gain his strength back. 125]

125] Jesse Duplantis, Heaven Close Encounters of the God Kind (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Harrison House, 1996), 73, 76, 113.

Revelation 22:3 — "and his servants shall serve him" - Comments- People often ask what we will be doing in Heaven. God's Word gives us a general idea in Revelation 22:3 by saying that "His servants shall serve Him." I believe that every person will use his unique talents and gifts to serve the Lord just as believers do in this life.

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 6-21 

Conclusion - Revelations Revelation 22:6-21 serves as a conclusion to the book of Revelation.

Revelation 22:10 — Scripture Reference- Compare Daniel 8:26.

Daniel 8:26, "And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true: wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days."

Revelation 22:11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. 
Revelation 22:11 — Comments- In his quotes of "The Letters of the Churches of Lyons and Vienne," Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) gives to us an interpretation of this verse as seen by the early Church during their years of persecution.

"But the blessed Blandina, last of all, having, as a noble mother, encouraged her children and sent them before her victorious to the King, endured herself all their conflicts and hastened after them, glad and rejoicing in her departure as if called to a marriage supper, rather than east to wild beasts. And, after the scourging, after the wild beasts, after the roasting seat, she was finally enclosed in a net, and thrown before a bull. And having been tossed about by the animal, but feeling none of the things which were happening to her, on account of her hope and firm hold upon what had been entrusted to her, and her communion with Christ, she also was sacrificed. And the heathen themselves confessed that never among them had a woman endured so many and such terrible tortures. ‘But not even thus was their madness and cruelty toward the saints satisfied. For incited by the Wild Beast, wild and barbarous tribes were not easily appeased, and their violence found another peculiar opportunity in the dead bodies. For, through their lack of manly reason, the fact that they had been conquered did not put them to shame, but rather the more enkindled their wrath as that of a wild beast, and aroused alike the hatred of governor and people to treat us unjustly; that the Scripture might be fulfilled: ‘He that is lawless, let him be lawless still, and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still.'" (Ecclesiastical History 5155)

He says that it refers to the cruelty of the wickedness and to the perseverance of the saints in the midst of persecutions. The wicked become more cruel and the righteous find a greater level of grace and anointing.

Revelation 22:11 — Comments- Note these insightful words from Marietta Davis regarding this verse. After the spirit explained to her why infant children in heaven, so tender and pure in nature, are protected from the wicked spirits bound in hell, she says:

"In this the wisdom and goodness of God is displayed. No absolutely contrary element in the world of spirits mingles with the pure and harmonious. Thus, the sacred Scripture is fulfilled that says, when speaking of these conditions, ‘He who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.' In other words, let there be a separation between the qualities of good and evil with those who have departed from the flesh, let those who are holy enjoy that without the warring of evil elements, and let the unholy come together by their affinities. For it is justly written that an impassable gulf is fixed between good and evil ( Luke 16:26), since these extremes can in no way blend." 126]

126] Marietta Davis, Caught Up Into Heaven (New Kensington, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1982), 94.

Dwight Thompson interprets Revelation 22:11 to mean that once a person enters eternity, his personality is forever shaped and established. After death, a person cannot repent and change his character. What he has been shaped and molded into during his life is the way he will spend eternity. He is forever wicked while in Hell. A person in Heaven will always be just and holy in God's presence. The only thing that we can take with us into eternity is our character.

Revelation 22:16 — "I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches" - Comments- This verse at the end of the book of Revelation tells us that that message to the seven churches was not limited to chapters 2,3, but rather, the message continued throughout the entire book. 

Revelation 22:17 — "and the bright and morning star" - Comments- We know that at dusk the bright "star" that is first visible in the night is actually the planet Venus. The emphasis in Revelation 22:17 is that just as Venus is the first and brightest star in the sky, so is Jesus Christ the firstborn from the dead. The stars that become visible as darkness approaches represent the Church. In fact, God likened the seed of Abraham to stars in Genesis 15:5.

Genesis 15:5, "And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be."

Revelation 22:18 — Illustration- Today, cults add their own revelations to Scriptures. 

Scripture References- Note:

Deuteronomy 4:2, "Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you."

Deuteronomy 12:32, "What thing soever I command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it."

Proverbs 30:6, "Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar."

Revelation 22:18-19 — Comments- Adding To and Taking Away from the Scriptures - Revelation 22:18-19 gives readers a stern warning not to add to what is contained in the book of Revelation or to take away from it. In essence, John is saying that the canon of the Old and New Testaments are closed. The words of no other person will have the same weight of authority as do the books of the Holy Scriptures. If someone claims to speak with equal or greater authority than the Holy Scriptures, then he is a liar and subject to the judgment pronounced in these verses. Throughout history, men have tried to override Scriptures. For example, the Roman Catholic has held the words of the Pope at equal or greater authority to the Scriptures, which has led to doctrinal error because they did not close the canon of the Scriptures among themselves. Although there are many great men and women of God among the Catholic church across the world, some of their doctrines are out of bounds. Other groups have done the same because they placed their new teachings above the teachings of the Holy Scriptures. If you will watch those who teach such false doctrines, the judgments written in Revelation 22:18-19 will come into their lives and God's Word will judge them.

Revelation 22:20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even Song of Solomon , come, Lord Jesus. 
Revelation 22:21 — "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all" - Comments- In a similar way that the early apostles were instructed by Jesus to let their peace come upon the home of their host ( Matthew 10:13), so did Paul the apostle opening every one of his thirteen New Testament epistles with a blessing of God's peace and grace upon his readers. Peter did the same in his two epistles. Now John the apostles invokes this blessing in his second and third epistles and Revelation. Matthew 10:13 shows that you can bless a house by speaking God"s peace upon it.

Matthew 10:13, "And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you."

This practice of speaking blessings upon God's children may have its roots in the Priestly blessing of Numbers 6:22-27, where God instructed Moses to have the priests speak a blessing upon the children of Israel. Now John closes his epistle to the seven churches of Asia Minor by restating the blessing that he opened his epistle with in Revelation 1:4.

